
 

Again & Again 
Nothing like returning to work after a holiday to the 
hiss and roar of major decisions to be made about life 
in Level Two again!  Especially given the expectations 
around Ash Wednesday and beyond.  I am so grateful 
to our team here who genuinely work respectfully 
together to come up with the best way forward, with 
the health of our whole community firmly at the fore 
front. 
 
Thank you, too, for your continuing patience as we 
negotiate life’s ups & downs in these Covid times. 
 

At the point of writing, we will continue to follow the restrictions set at Level Two this 
Sunday21 February - communion in one kind, no sharing of the ;Peace’ or morning tea, 
social distancing.  Our young people will meet in the Peace Lounge to avoid over 
congestion in the Interim Cathedral. 
 
I am confident that our Earthquake Remembrance Service will go ahead on Monday 22, 
at 12:15 pm, unless new developments occur over the weekend. 
 
I look forward to re-connecting with you on Sunday, as we experience Lent 
accompanied by our ‘Again and Again’ thematic material.  We were going to change the 
church seating for Lent, as we did for Advent, but feel a need to be cautious about 
distancing over these next weeks.  Personally disappointing, yes, but in my view 
ethically, spiritually and morally responsible.  Safety is paramount!  
 
 
 
 



 Again and Again…  

our theme for Lent Holy Week and Easter 
In Lent, we’re reminded that, again 
and again, suffering and brokenness 
find us. We doubt again, we lament 
again, we mess up again. Again and 
again, the story of Jesus on the cross 
repeats—every time lives are taken 
unjustly, every time the powerful 
choose corruption and violence, every 
time individuals forget how to love. 
With exacerbation we exclaim, 
“Again?! How long, O God?” And yet, 
in the midst of the motion blur chaos 
of our lives, God offers a sacred 
refrain: “I choose you, I love you, I 
will lead you to repair.” Again and 
again, God breaks the cycle and offers 
us a new way forward. 

 
This theme provides a clear invitation in a time when much is unclear. Even if 
worshiping apart, we come to God again and again with our prayers, our dreams, our 
hopes, and our doubts. Even if from a distance, we will continue to be community to 
one another—especially when it’s hard—by choosing each other over and over again. 
We will continue to love God with the same persistence God chooses and claims us. Our 
sub-theme, A Lenten Refrain, speaks to the ways God can make music of our lives. 
“Refrain” also reminds us that Lent is a season of abstaining from certain practices in 
order to take on new rhythms and habits. 
 
In this season, we need rituals—both old and new—to remember and be transformed. 
Embodied practice builds muscle memory. Repetition helps retrain our neural 
pathways. We need the 46 days of Lent because this season shapes us into more 
faithful disciples. Join us this Lent as again and again, we bring all of who we are to 
God and trust that God will meet us, time and again, along the way. 



Ash Wednesday Reflection 

As I write this, millions have been affected by a 
disease that was unknown to humans just a 
year ago. It has stolen loved ones and changed 
us in ways we are still discovering. On Ash 
Wednesday 2020, it hadn’t yet had the global 
impact it eventually achieved. You probably 
marked the occasion by having ashes imposed 
on your forehead as a sign of lament and 
repentance, showing you intend to turn things 
around in your living. That was when we could 
touch, hug, or just be with each other without 
face masks and an imaginary tape measure. I’m 
sure lament is easy to find today. There is also 
much we still need to turn around. Collectively 
known as the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew’s 
anthology of Jesus’ teachings begins with the 
Beatitudes, a litany pronouncing blessings upon 
the unsung folks. The poor in spirit, the meek, 
the mourners, the peacemakers— these are 

called “blessed.” Jesus shows himself here to be countercultural. The kind of religion he 
promoted wasn’t performative, as so much of religious life can be. We give because it 
is necessary. Prayer prioritizes God’s will, not our words. Fasting produces spiritual, not 
physical evidence. What we value is different.  
 
There’s something poignant about this in a time when we cannot rely on most of the 
social norms we’ve used our whole lives. Even facial cues fail us because of the masks 
we must wear!  Performative interactions with God and others will similarly fail us in 
these times. They simply won’t be enough. We must go deeper. 
 
Again and again, God invites us into fuller ways of being. There is no better time to 
accept that invitation than now, when so much is different. Maybe there were no ashes 
to mark our foreheads today, but they can still mark our hearts. 
 
—Rev. T. Denise Anderson, Coordinator for Racial and Intercultural Justice with the Presbyterian Mission 

Agency, and former Co-moderator of the 222nd General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 



This Sunday – Lent One 
God meets Jesus at the water before he is 
tempted in the wilderness—this is important. 
First and foremost, God claims us. God meets 
us in the liminal space, at the water’s edge, at 
the threshold of something new, and names us 
Beloved. 
 
God’s covenant with all of creation reminds us 
that God meets us where we are—in the midst 
of our reluctance, doubt, eagerness, or 
weariness—and proclaims we are good. 
 
My personal story is, though my family wasn’t very “churchy,” I somehow came to 
religion in my teens. I came to my denomination in seminary after learning more about 
the Reformed tradition. Reformed theology emphasizes God’s initiative, which is 
consistent with my own experience. I can’t tell you that I ever really found God. It was 
God who found me, and kept finding me throughout my life. Whether I was observant 
or indifferent about my faith, God was always close by. 
 
Mark’s gospel serves as source material for both Matthew and Luke’s gospels. It’s the 
shortest and most perfunctory of all four gospels. In just seven verses, we learn of 
three significant events in the life of Jesus as he began his ministry. 
 
The first is his baptism, where God claims him as God’s own beloved son. The second is 
his experience in the wilderness, where God sends angels to attend to him as he faces 
the Accuser. Lastly, after John the Baptist’s arrest, Jesus begins proclaiming God’s 
proximity and reign while calling for repentance. The common thread in each account is 
God’s closeness. In pivotal moments, God is extraordinarily present with Jesus and 
those around him, and for good reason. In the Black church we sing of how God picks 
us up, turns us around, and places our feet “on solid ground.” God’s proximity informs 
our trajectory. God approaches us to claim, equip, and send us to do God’s will. 
 
Again and again, God meets us where we are, but doesn’t leave us there. We shift from 
sinking sand to solid ground, navel-gazing to community, personal pietism to justice for 
all, and away from behaviours, both personal and systemic, that frustrate God’s vision 
for the world. 
 
—Rev. T. Denise Anderson, Coordinator for Racial and Intercultural Justice with the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency,and former Co-moderator of the 222nd General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 



Some Questions to ponder 
While each gospel begins the story of the good news differently, they all include Jesus’ 
baptism as the precursor to his ministry. This consistent detail emphasizes a number of 
things. It aligns Jesus with John the Baptist’s countercultural movement for repentance 
and change. It shows that Jesus begins his ministry with those on the margins, as he 
travels over 100 miles from Galilee to wade into the Jordan river near Jerusalem. It 
places Jesus with the crowds, showing us that his ministry is one embodied through 
solidarity with the broken, the poor, and the weary. It reminds us that God’s goodness 
refrain (Genesis 1) echoes through Jesus—and in all of us—also. It reminds us that God 
didn’t just send Jesus to suffer; God delights in Jesus, expressing joy for his 
belovedness. It reminds us that God does not delight in what we do, but rather, in who 
we are.  

• Why else is Jesus’ baptism significant? 
• How has God come to you, time and again, in your life? 
• What does it look like to live with belovedness as our essential core and essence? 

How does this change how we think, love, and act? What happens when we 
forget or neglect the belovedness in ourselves and in others? 

• God meets us at the edge of things—in suffering, uncertainty, reluctance. God 
meets us at the edge and promises to stay with us, watching over us through the 
wilderness of our lives. Where are the edges in your life right now and how is God 
meeting you there? 

 
I Delight in You 

(Art for Lent One by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity, Inspired by Mark 1:9-15)  
During Advent, we learn that the good news begins with John the Baptist shouting in 
the wilderness and “everyone in Judea and all the people of Jerusalem” following him 
out of the city to the Jordan river to be 
baptized, to repent, to change their hearts 
and, consequently, their lives (Mark 1:5). 
This is a moment of mainstream 
conversion, of widespread openness to 
truly hear the cries of one shouting out, to 
leave what they had known behind to 
follow a new path. This, Mark tells us, is 
when Jesus’ ministry begins—with a 
community earnest and eager for change. 
Mark tells us nothing about Jesus’ life prior 
to this moment, omitting any details of his 
miraculous birth or the years of his youth. 
Instead, Mark notes that Jesus comes 
from Nazareth of Galilee (over 100 km 
north of Jerusalem) to join John the 
Baptist’s movement. We might expect the 
long-awaited Messiah to greet his new 
followers like the kings before him have—
with a pompous coronation, with hunger 



to exert power and control over his populus. Instead, Jesus steps in line along the 
river’s edge, blending in with the crowds, joining in solidarity with those around him. 
Jesus doesn’t demand any attention, but as soon as the water washes over him, 
creation is summoned to celebrate. I imagine him wading into the waters and leaning 
back to receive the blessing that falls upon him like rain:  

You are my beloved. I delight in you. 
In this moment, God-in-flesh joins alongside those he will heal, beckon, teach, 
challenge, and comfort.  Simultaneously, God-in-Spirit meets Christ at the water’s 
edge, at the threshold of his ministry. Before Jesus faces the pain, betrayal, and 
challenges of what will come, before he does anything to prove himself, God grants him 
unconditional belovedness as his essence. From this, all his subsequent teachings and 
actions flow. 

 
Meditation of the Week- Lent One 

 
Remember When? 

God never begins letters with the words, 
“I hope this finds you well,”  

For those words imply distance. 
Instead, God begins God’s letters to you with the words,  

“Remember when?”  
Beloved child,  

Remember when we dipped our toes into the water? 
Remember when we dove right in?  

Remember when the ice cream dripped down our hands 
And the cicadas sang their song, 

And the seasons changed, 
And the days were long? 

Remember when we fell in love and the world was new? 
Remember when our heart was broken? 

Remember the tears? 
Remember the long nights? 

Remember when we laughed again and the sound surprised us? 
Remember when we marched in the street?  

Remember when we cast our vote? 
Remember when we believed in hope? 

Remember when? 
I do.  

That’s what God’s letters say.  
So on this day, and every day to come,  

Remember: God is meeting you. 
If you look back, you might remember when.  

 
Rev. Sarah Are 



 
  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
This week we welcome Atlas into our church whanau. We rejoice at this baptism and 
although it will look and feel slightly different due to Covid restrictions; this cannot 
detract from the enormous joy at welcoming this precious boy and his family.  Atlas 
decided to enter this world in a real hurry after and as he was being cared for in NICU 
up at Taranaki Base Hospital, his mum Courtenay tells me she would drive past the 
cathedral daily and saw it as a place that gave her hope.  Therefore, she and her 
husband Jack have chosen Taranaki Cathedral to baptise Atlas.  Both sets of 
grandparents are overseas; in Cyprus and Yorkshire respectively and Courtenay and 
Jack will skype them and one of the godparents into the baptism on Sunday morning. 
Courtenay works as a vet nurse and Jack as an arborist and volunteer rural firefighter 
and it is a huge privilege to have spent time with these special people.  I looked up 
the name Atlas (my Greek anthology is a little sketchy) and am delighted to think 
that this little boy with the potential of a Greek God who held up the world will be 
blessing us with his baptism day.  I pray that we continue to nurture this family and 
share our love of Jesus with them. Welcome Atlas, Courtenay and Jack and 
Godparents Lauren, Jenny and Sean. 
 
Arohanui 

Cath  
 

 
  



Lent & Easter 
During this time of preparation we will be marking the Sunday’s of Lent with services (at the 
usual Sunday times of 8am and 10am) themed with our Lenten refrain “Again & Again”. 
Artwork and poems for Ash Wednesday, each Lenten Sunday and the special days of Holy 
Week are displayed around the Interim Cathedral and will be published online and in the 
weekly E-ffervesence newsletter.  
 
All Lenten and Easter services will take place in Peace Hall – with the exception of the three 
ALT_Mary:Lent gatherings (Sunday February 28th, March 14th and 38th 7.30-9pm) and The 
Stations Of The Cross at 10am on Good Friday which will be held in the Hatherly Hall. 
 
Christchurch Quake Service 
On Monday (February 22nd) it will be 10 years since the devastating Christchurch earthquake. 
Join us for a special service to remember and reflect on the events of that day and their 
consequences. Monday, Feb 22nd, 12.15pm Interim Cathedral. 
 
Bingo Night 
On Sunday March 21st from 6.30pm at the Stumble Inn in Merrilands Shopping Centre the 
Mosaic Youth Group is running a Bingo evening to Fundraise for their upcoming Easter Youth 
Camp. Come along for a great evening of fun and fundraising – $10 for four rounds with great 
prizes up for grabs.  
 
Easter Youth Camp 
The Central easter Camp is happening again 
over Easter Weekend at Manfield Park in 
Fielding. Young people interested in attending 
can head to www.ec.org.nz to check out the 
awesome programme jam packed with 
speakers, workshops, cool activities, sports, 
night time revelry and of course worship. 
Speak to Cath (021 024 35698 and 
cath@taranakicathedral.org.nz) or Lance 
(lance@taranakianglican.org.nz) to find out 
more about joining Mosaic and registering for 
camp. 
 
Simnel Cakes Bakers Wanted  
Mothering Sunday is coming up on March 14th 
and as is tradition we will cut and share Simnel 
Cakes. If you can help by baking one for this 
year’s celebrations, please contact Virginia 
Wells on 7512872 or 027 4322 682. 

http://www.ec.org.nz/
mailto:cath@taranakicathedral.org.nz
mailto:lance@taranakianglican.org.nz


Genesis 9: 8-17 
God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth. 2The fear and dread of you shall rest on every animal of the earth, and on every 
bird of the air, on everything that creeps on the ground, and on all the fish of the sea; 
into your hand they are delivered. 3Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you; 
and just as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. 4Only, you shall not eat 
flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 5For your own lifeblood I will surely require a 
reckoning: from every animal I will require it and from human beings, each one for the 
blood of another, I will require a reckoning for human life. 6Whoever sheds the blood of 
a human, by a human shall that person’s blood be shed; for in his own image God 
made humankind. 7And you, be fruitful and multiply, abound on the earth and multiply 
in it.” 8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing 
my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living 
creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the 
earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.  
 

Psalm 25: 1-10 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my enemies exult 
over me. 
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are 
wantonly treacherous. 
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. 
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I 
wait all day long. 
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from 
of old. 
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your 
steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! 
Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his 
covenant and his decrees. 
 
 
 



 
 

1 Peter 3:18-22 
18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in 
order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who 
in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during 
the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 
water. 
21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from 
the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 
 
 
 

Mark 1:9-15 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are 
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And the Spirit immediately drove 
him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; 
and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.” 
 
 
 

 

 

 
  



SUNDAY 21 February 
1st Sunday in Lent/Te Rātapu Tuatahi o 
Rēneti 
Gen 9:8-17   Ps 25:1-9 
1 Pet 3:18-22 
 
Morning Prayer:  Ps 77  
Exod 34:1-10      Rom 10:8b-13   
 
Evening Prayer:  Ps 119:17-32  
Gen 2:15-17; 3:1-7  
Rom 5:12-19   
  
MONDAY  22 February 
Confession of St Peter 
Lev 19:1-2,11-18  
Ps 19:7-end     Matt 25:31-end  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps (10),11  
Jer 4:19-end     John 5:1-18    
 
Evening Prayer:   Ps (12),13,(14)  
Gen 41:25-45     Gal 3:23–4:7    
      
TUESDAY  23 February 
Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, Martyr, c.156 

Isa 55:10-11     Ps 34:4-6,21-22  
Matt 6:7-15  
 
Morning prayer:   Ps 44  
Jer 5:1-19     John 5:19-29    
  
Evening prayer:   Ps (46),49  
Gen 41:46-42:5   Gal 4:8-20  
   
WEDNESDAY 24  
Jonah 3      Ps 51:1-4,16-17  
Luke 11:29-32  
 

Morning prayer:   Ps 6,(17)  
Jer 5:20-end        John 5:30-end    
Evening prayer:   Ps (9),28  
Gen 42:6-17         Gal 4:21–5:1    
 
THURSDAY  25 February 
Esther 14:1-5,12-14   
Ps 138         Matt 7:7-12  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps 42,(43)  
Jer 6:9-21     John 6:1-15      
   
Evening Prayer:    Ps (137,138),142  
Gen 42:18-28      Gal 5:2-15     
    
FRIDAY  26 February 
Ezek 18:21-28      Ps 130  
Matt 5:20-26  
 
Morning Prayer:    Ps 22  
Jer 6:22-end         John 6:16-27    
Evening Prayer:    Ps (54),55  
Gen 42:29-end      Gal 5:16-end    
    
SATURDAY 27  
George Herbert, 1633, and all saintly 
Parish Priests 
Deut 26:16-end    Ps 119:1-8  
Matt 5:43-end  
 
Morning Prayer:    Ps (59),63  
Jer 7:1-20             John 6:27-40   
 
Evening Prayer:    Ps 4,(16)  
Gen 43:1-15          Gal 6    
 


