A Quick Catch Up
When I began my time with you in March, I remember contemplating how on earth I
was going to begin to build a relationship with you when we were in lockdown.
A number of well used brain cells, solid communication with God, and sleep deprivation
later, I came up with the idea of E-ffervescence. I am so grateful for all the positive
comments and encouragement you have provided not only me, because it is now an
‘us’ production, but the team here at St Mary’s. Sometimes I have to scratch my head
to come up with something vaguely worth writing, but on the whole, it is positive and
FUN!
Not long now until we enter the loveliness and hope of Advent and Christmas, then a
well-earned break for many of our staff.
I’ll provide more details about our Advent/ Christmas Theme next week, so wait with
bated breath! It’s going to be spectacular! (Even if I say so myself!)

Lord, take away pain….
(A snippet from this week’s sermon, based on Jesus’ Parable of the Talents)
…Three people are given
exorbitant sums of money by
their master and told to look
after it until he returned.
When the master came back,
he found that both the first
and second people had
doubled their money. The
Master said to them: “Well
done, good and faithful servant…enter into the joy of your master.’
The third person had, instead, buried his money. When he returned it, safe and
sound, the master’s response was: “Wicked and slothful servant!” He took the
money from him and gave it to the first person, then he cast him into the outer
darkness, with much weeping and gnashing of teeth.
So- if the money in this parable is substituted for pain; then this parable could
be telling me that it’s not a good idea to bury it. Because my pain is part of
who I am, and if I bury that, I also bury along with it all that makes me most
alive. The third man was never able to become who he might have been,
because he put what could have made him most real, most alive, deep in the
ground.
And perhaps the outer darkness the Master casts
him into is not to be thought so much of as a
punishment, rather as the inevitable
consequence of what it means to bury your life.
If you bury your life, you don’t live your life. You
don’t meet other people who are alive. You are
alone.“From him who hath not, it will be taken”

Hard words for a hard reality. If life is
buried, if pain is somehow covered over
or forgotten, or used as a way to get
sympathy, or as an excuse to
perpetuate the very same pain on other
people-instead of growing, you shrink.
You become less; you become
diminished. You do not make the most
of the gift of life that you have been
given.

The positive side of this
parable, is, of course, the
first two people- the ones
who come back with
more than they started
out with. They traded
with their money- they
traded with their lives.
They faced the pain,
honestly, openly,
courageously, by
recognizing it and living
with it, by sharing it
appropriately with others
and by letting others
share their pain with
them…
…And there is more on
Sunday!!!!!

Meditation of the Week
Wounded oysters build
Out of gory wounds
A pearl.
And create within the gap of pain a jewel.
May we be so wise.

On a Lighter Note….

What have we been up to?
Our young people have been busy learning about prayer for the last few months.
In Faith Crew we have been blessing others with bags of love, learning more about
taking up the mantle of peace through the incredible testimony of the people of
Parihaka.
Our Koru Krew have been working through the concept of being true Treaty
partners through weaving and how our Kaupapa is affected when we start
adjusting aspects of it. We saw how the weaving just fell apart and how tricky it
was to put it back together.
One of our beautiful Pukeko Stomp past children provided a moving witness when
she drew a Christmas card for the Prime Minister. Coming home she stated: “We
need to make a real Christmas card”. When her mum asked what she meant, she
showed her an image of baby Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.
We have lots of babies being born and expected in the next few months and one
of the biggest blessings we have
found is to offer a meal to the
families. If you could make a
meal up for us to give to
someone or you have time to
cook but no ingredients, please
get in touch with Cath on 021
02435698 or
cath@taranakicathedral.org.nz
Looking forward, we are
preparing for Advent and our
theme this year focuses around a
small, insignificant Shepherd
searching for love. We are so
grateful to Kathi Egli and her
talented team for making all our
Shepherds.
Arohanui

Cath

Read the weekly notices to
see the 3 simple ways you
can contribute to the
success of our annual Gala
Day.

Be part of the
interdenominational
worship gathering up at
the TSB stadium on the
6th December
Gala Day

What is God doing in rural units?
At the diocesan webinars Bishop Philip and others presented the diocesan vision
and overview of our priorities. One priority is invigorating rural mission.
Bishop Philip said that we will visit rural ministry units. When we listen to narratives of
the land and people we listen for events and their meaning.
As we discern how we have been formed in faith and history we can hear God's
voice in our time and respond.
The Bill before Synod effects changes to the Parish Statute that will enable us to
respond to what God is doing.
CLICK HERE to see the PowerPoint that was presented.

Seeking speakers for Sunday 29 November
Dean Jacqui is hoping to gather some volunteers to present a meditation during the above
service. It is a matter of reading a brief meditation (in character) and placing a particular
symbol on a display. Participants will need to use the stairs beside the stage to present their
meditation. Needed: One wise man, one younger woman, one older woman, two others (age
and gender neutral) Please phone or email Jacqui (027548 7733
or jacqui@taranakicathedral.org.nz)

Help make the Gala Day a success
Taranaki Cathedral’s annual Gala Day is less than a fortnight away (Saturday Nov 28 th 10am1pm) and there are a number of ways you can help make it a success!
Volunteer an hour of your time to help on a stall. If you can spare some time on the day please
email Sarah Foy sfoy@xtra.co.nz or call Jen in the office and they’ll add you to their roster of
volunteers and let you know when and where to be.

Donate good quality 2nd hand goods, plants, baking or preserves. Simply drop your donations
off to the office any time between 9am and 2pm the week before the Gala (from Monday 23 rd of
November) or phone Jennifer in the office (7583111 or 027 7027993) to make alternate
arrangements.
Invite your friends, family, neighbours and colleagues. Help us spread the word about our Gala
Day. We have printed flyers in the office if you’d like to put a notice up at work, on a
community noticeboard or drop them in some of your neighbours’ letterboxes. Everyone is
welcome!

Cathedral Cakes
We are reassembling the A team of bakers who created our original, beautiful Cathedral Cakes
(the spectacular Christmas treat where a jewel-like combination of fruit and nuts is held
together with a hint of spiced fruitcake). To ensure all cakes are delicious and the very best
quality, we are limiting the number being sold this year. Cakes will cost $40 each and be
available for collection from Hatherly Hall during December. All proceeds will go towards
reopening Taranaki Cathedral. Make sure you don’t miss out, pre-order yours (or find out more)
by emailing michelle@taranakicathedral.org.nz.

Speed Limit Consultation
NPDC are reviewing rural road speed limits and requesting feedback from the public on a
proposal to cut the speed limit to 80kmh (from 100kmh) and reduce it further to 60kmh outside
rural schools. Have your say at newplymouthnz.com/HaveYourSay or go along to an information
day (check the NPDC website for details).

Saturday Lunch Coordinator Needed
Mary Harker is looking for a volunteer to assist with the co-ordination of the Saturday Lunch
and oversee the team of helpers who provide transport, a meal and a time of social contact for
our older parishioners each month. Ruth McLeod is ready to step back from she steps back
from the co-ordinator role but can provide guidance to the new leader. If this role interests you,
phone Ruth (06 753 7982) or Mary Harker (022 078 9756)

Pūkeko Stomp looking for Chair stacker
Do you have some time free on Monday and Thursday mornings to help the Pioneer Ministries
team? Cath is looking for volunteers to help set up & pack up after her popular Pūkeko Stomp
sessions. For more information get in touch with Cath at cath@taranakicathedral.org.nz or 021
0243 5698

Community Café Volunteers
If you have an hour (or more) free on a Tuesday morning between 6.30 and 10.30 and want to
be part of the fun crew who make the Community Café happen each week then get in touch
with Jen (7583111 or 027 7027993).

Judges 4:1-7
4he

Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud
died. So the Lord sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned
in Hazor; the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-hagoiim. Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine
hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years.
At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She
used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill
country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for judgment. She sent
and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him,
“The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor,
bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. I will
draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon
with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.’”

Psalm 123
To you I lift up my eyes, O you who are enthroned in the heavens!
As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a maid
to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to the Lord our God, until he has
mercy upon us.
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have had more than
enough of contempt.
Our soul has had more than its fill of the scorn of those who are at ease, of the
contempt of the proud.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not
need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is
peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you,
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you
are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of
darkness.

So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be
sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at
night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God
has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live
with him.
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are
doing.

Matthew 25:14-30
“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted
his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another
one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had
received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five
more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two
more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of
those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying,
‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more
talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made
two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received
the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter
seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you
have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You
knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not
scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on
my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the
talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless
slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’

SUNDAY 15th
Judg 4:1-7
1 Thess 5:1-11

Ps 123
Matt 25:14-30

Morning prayer:
Dan 9:1-19

Ps 56,(57)
Rev 11:15-end

Morning Prayer:
Dan 10:19-21

Ps 98
Rev 4

Evening prayer:
Isa 10:20-32

Ps 73
Matt 8:1-13

Evening Prayer:
Ps 89:19-37
1 Kgs 1:15-40 (or 1-40)
Rev 1:4-18
MONDAY 16th
Margaret, Queen of Scotland, 1093

Rev 1:1-4;2:1-5
Luke 18:35-end

Ps 1

Morning Prayer:
Dan 8:1-14

Ps (46),47
Rev 10

Evening Prayer:
Isa 9:8–10:4

Ps (70),71
Matt 7:1-12

TUESDAY 17th

THURSDAY 19th
Elizabeth of Hungary, Princess, 1231

Rev 5:1-10
Luke 19:41-44

Ps 149:1-5

Morning Prayer:
Dan 9:20-end

Ps (61),62
Rev 12

Evening Prayer:
Isa 10:33–11:9

Ps (74),76
Matt 8:14-22

FRIDAY 20th
Mechtild of Magdeburg, Mystic, Prophet, 1280

Rev 10:8-end
Luke 19:45-end

Ps 119:65-72

Hilda, Abbess of Whitby, 680

Rev 3:1-6,14-end
Luke 19:1-10

Ps 15

Morning Prayer:
Ps 63,(65)
Rev 13:1-10

Dan 10:1–11:1

Morning prayer:
Dan 8:15-end

Ps (48),52
Rev 11:1-14

Evening Prayer:
Isa 11:10–12:end

Ps 77
Matt 8:23-end

Evening prayer:
Isa 10:5-19

Ps 67,(72)
Matt 7:13-end

SATURDAY 21st
Rev 11:4-12
Luke 20:27-40

Ps 144:1-9

Morning Prayer:
Dan 12

Ps 78:1-39
Rev 13:11-end

Evening Prayer:
Isa 10:33–11:9

Ps 99,100
1 Tim 6:11-16

WEDNESDAY 18th
Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln, 1200

Rev 4
Luke 19:11-28

Ps 150

