Intriguing Events to look forward to…
Although we continue our weary but necessary sojourn in the land of social distancing etc., there
are things to look forward to in our parish life!

Visiting I

am hoping to visit those of you who would like to get to know me better in the

near future. To begin with, there will be a calendar of the week ahead placed in the Peace Hall
which will have times when I am free to call or meet at a café or Hatherley offices. Just pop your
name and number down at a time that works for you and I will be there (or here)! Please note – I
come to visit YOU. No refreshments required (I have a dietary condition which means there is a
lot I cannot eat)! The plan to meet on Fridays in the Hatherly came to a halt due to our move into
Level Two, so this is another trial…otherwise it will be on to plan c!

4th October 10 am heralds our

Pet Blessing service. You are encouraged to bring either

your pet OR a photo of your pet and have the opportunity of bestowing great gratitude on your
beloved. There will be activities available for the young- at -heart- the creation of your own
species of animal. We will also be collecting offerings for the SPCA – so bring along something to
donate. If you aren’t keen on this type of service, remember there will be the usual communion
service offered at 8 am.

1 November is

All Saints Day, and this will also be a ‘different’ kind of 10am service, but

communion will be included. This time you are invited to come attired as your favourite ‘Saint’.
Once again, for those of you who appreciate something more conservative, the 8 am will proceed
as usual…

How often should I forgive?
Matthew 18: 21-25
Peter’s question is as apt today as it was
more than 2,000 years ago. Or at least I have
heard it asked in one way or another and I
have been known to ask it myself on many
an occasion. How much forgiveness is
enough, after all? How much do we need to
forgive? How often should we be doing all
we can to wash away the stains which
weaken the bonds between us, which take
their toll on our own sense of well-being —
our very own peace, not to mention the
peace between us?

We know the answer, of course, you and I who know deep down that this is the very hallmark of
what it is to live as followers of the one who Forgave All in Us. The well of forgiveness is endless. In
fact, Jesus is saying now that we are to forgive often and completely — as often and as completely as
it takes — just as, as we hear in the vivid parable which follows — as often and as completely as we
have been forgiven.

And yes, I have heard or have spoken aloud all the arguments against such as this. I know there are
those who are not repentant, who perpetually seem to ‘offend.’ And I have, for instance, heard the
heart wrenching stories of those whose abusers held their ‘requirement to forgive’ over their heads.
‘Good Church People’ who have used these words of Jesus as weapons to ensure that their victims
would remain victims. And oh, I can’t help but believe that Jesus would have some choice words for
those who would so twist the goodness of what is offered here into a servant of evil itself. But even

with all of this, we still return to this. To follow the one who Forgave All in Us means to be People
of Forgiveness.

And yes, I have also witnessed this truth in others who have
every reason not to forgive — this ability to somehow let go,
move beyond, sometimes even speak words of forgiveness to
those who perhaps have not even asked for it, who surely may
not deserve it — and in so doing to set themselves free. This is
not an action I would ever insist someone else should take, but
I know for me and for many, not forgiving — and not
forgiving as often as forgiveness is called for — is the
beginning of my own descent into precisely the kind of
‘torture’ spoken of in today’s Gospel for I have known myself to be held hostage by resentment and
wounds that refused to heal as a result of my holding on to my hurt for too long.

We can all take a lesson from the Wonder
Woman film (released in 2017).
As she battles Ares, the god of war, who
tells her humanity does not deserve her
protection, Diana of Themyscira tells him,
“It’s not about deserve. It’s about what
you believe. And I believe in love!”
God doesn’t measure forgiveness in what we
deserve, but in love.
Why can’t we?

Meditation of the Week

What do you see when you
look at these images?
I wonder if initially you see dirt
all over the table; or marvel
at how one day a juicy
strawberry will appear from
the little white flower.
Or do you see noisy children
making a mess in our space?

Whatever your first response, I
would like to share what I see.
I see growth. I see hope. I see
planting of seeds that will one
day, with God’s nourishment,
will grow into our future
church. Whatever that may
look like.
I often get asked what is happening in our Kids and Family ministry. People are concerned
as they no longer see many children and young families on Sunday mornings. As you can in
these pictures, children are very much around our space. Every Monday morning, we are
gifted with the attendance of some 25 children and their carers. Then on Thursdays,
another 25-odd come and join us. We sing and dance together, we enjoy morning tea
together, we play together, and we chat together. We journey together and seeds of
God’s Kingdom here on earth are planted through the way we love and care for this
community. We have the enormous privilege of seeing these little people develop (some in
tummies initially!) and delight in the bright yellow sunflowers lovingly put out by Raewyn and
her team; or marvel at the skill of Christopher practicing for his organ recital or ask why
there is a cross embroidered on the altar.
This is church. This is children coming into the kingdom. This is our family of Christ in our
community. And this is us throwing the doors open and saying, “You belong here”.
Our tween youth group Koru Krew, created towards the end of last year is a space once a
month for our 8-10-year old’s. This gang (mostly young lads) can come together and learn

something of being Kingdom pilgrims and be nurtured with strategic and intentional faith
formation specific to the age and stage they are at. They can go just a little deeper in
korero and partnership with their families. Our focus this term has been prayer and I am
humbled by the deep spiritual connection these young people have. It is so life giving to
spend time walking with these disciples and seeing Jesus at work in their hearts so tangibly. I
plan to create an open space for prayer and connection in November with this group,
which will be an invitation to our wide community to be part of too.
Our Intermediate group Yaki Youth has been challenged by sporadic meeting during this
time of changing alert levels, however we continue to meet when we can. We now
prepare for their move to our teenage youth collaboration Mosaic Youth at Fitzroy next
year.
Earlier last month a few our collaborative Youth Group Mosaic were confirmed. This group
included our very own Jasminelee Hope and several young ladies from our original Aroha
youth group. This youth initiative continues to grow and provide a space for young people
to flourish and find their connection with God. Part of the vision for growth in this group
includes the installation of a fantastic sound system, allowing some of our most talented
young people to lead a worship band. There is still a shortfall with the funding of this, so if
you are interested in contributing, please do get in
touch.
Lastly, as I was walking past the vicarage this week, I
checked, as I always do, to see if any of the bulbs which
were planted a few years ago by our little disciples had
survived the moving of the vicarage and lawn mowing.
Imagine my surprise! Bold and colourful as anything,
there was a perfectly formed bright yellow daffodil. It is
such a symbol of hope, standing firm and grounded.
This semester I have been lucky enough to study the
New Testament. I am reminded of this verse: “30 Again
he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is
like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? 31 It is
like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on
earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the
largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.”
(Mark 4:30-32)
We just do not know the seeds that God is planting in this season. We pray, listen, and wait
expectantly and God continues to give us gifts like this to remind us that His kingdom is here
on earth and it will come.
God bless your week
Arohanui
Cath

St Mary’s set to feature on Prime TV’s Artefact series
Earlier this year our Cathedral and several key members of the Project team were involved with an episode
for the new season of Artefact – a wonderful New Zealand series featuring Dame Professor Anne Salmond.
It focuses on artefacts and taonga at the heart of pivotal moments of our history. The episode is set to screen
on Prime TV on Tuesday 22nd of September at 7.30pm.
We are planning (alert levels willing) to host a watch party so we can gather as a community with Ngāti Te
Whiti, watch the episode and have a korero. We will be in touch very shortly with a date for this (it may be on
a different night to the broadcast so we can watch it OnDemand and avoid the ads). Stay tuned.
Construction On Hold
As you will know, a Taranaki Cathedral neighbour has challenged the process by which NPDC granted our
Resource Consent to move the Vicarage, build Te Whare Hononga and develop a carpark onsite.
Because of this, a Judicial Review is being undertaken. We remain fully committed to our important project
(see below) but while the review process is happening, all development work onsite has been suspended.
We don’t know exact time frames, but it’s unlikely anything will happen on site for the rest of this year.
Vicarage Safe & Secure
While we press pause during the review, we have made sure that the Vicarage is safe and secure and well
protected from the weather.
Project Moving Ahead Despite Legal Delays
While physical onsite development may be on hold, the Project most certainly isn’t. Jay and his team
continue to develop the kaupapa that will underscore the Project’s mahi. Story Inc have collated the ideas
and opinions our community expressed in their recent workshop and survey. They are reporting back to the
Governance Board this week so expect to hear more on this in the next newsletter. We are also developing
new marketing and public fundraising campaigns to keep the Project – including the earthquake
strengthening and reopening of St Mary’s – top of mind. You may not currently see things happening – but
rest assured many wheels are in motion!
Have you got a question for the team?
If you have a question (or some encouraging feedback!) please get in touch – it’s always great to hear from
you and be reminded of the huge amount of public and Parish support we have behind us.
Ngā mihi
Jenny and the Project Governance Board

Plant Sale - Taranaki Hospital Chaplaincy Fundraiser
The plant sale will be on Saturday 26th September from 8am to 12 noon @ St Andrews
Church Hall (corner Liardet and Courtenay Streets). As well as supporting them on the
day you can donated plants for sale. Contact Joe on 027 455 6090 or Pat on 021 133
7237. All money raised will go to Taranaki hospital chaplaincy.

Contact Tracing Booklets
For those who prefer to go old school, the Government has printable Covid-19 Contact
Tracing booklets available. There is a link to them in the notices section of our website
or, if you don’t have access to a printer, you can collect a printed booklet from inside
the doors of the Upper Hatherly Offices (next to our Covid sign-in sheet and QR Code).

2021 Home Diaries
Good news for those who have had enough of 2020 – orders are open for the 2021
edition of the popular New Zealand Home Diary. If you’d like to order one talk to June
Moseley.

Diocesan Newsletter Out Now
The new issue of Connected (the monthly e-newsletter for our Waikato Taranaki
Diocese) is out and features a thought provoking piece from our very own Dean Jacqui.
If you don’t recieve Connected already, email michelle@taranakicathedral.org.nz to
sign up and stay up-to-date with what’s happening throughout the Diocese.

Alert Levels
On Wednesday this coming week (September 16th) the Government is set to announce
whether we will move down alert levels.
If we do move to Level 1 we will be able to resume Stop In, Community Café, the
Welcome Desk, Jacqui’s Friday meet and greet and Food For Thought. Bear in mind it
may take a few days to change gears. We will keep you up to date with what any
change means to our services, outreach and activities via our website and the notices
in next week’s pewsheets and E-ffervescence newsletter.

Exodus 14:10-15:21
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to
Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to
die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not
the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” But
Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that
the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall
never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.”
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go
forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it,
that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of
the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over
Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall
know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his
chariots, and his chariot drivers.” The angel of God who was going before the Israelite
army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of
them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army
of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did
not come near the other all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a
strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were
divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for
them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea
after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch
the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw
the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with
difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for
them against Egypt.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea,
so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot
drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned
to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into
the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the
entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained.
But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for
them on their right and on their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the
Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great

work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and
believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: “I will sing to the Lord, for he
has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea. The Lord is my
strength and my might, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will
praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him. The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is his
name.
“Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea; his picked officers were sunk in
the Red Sea. The floods covered them; they went down into the depths like a stone.
Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power— your right hand, O Lord, shattered the
enemy. In the greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries; you sent out
your fury, it consumed them like stubble.
At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up, the floods stood up in a heap; the
deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake,
I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. I will draw my sword, my
hand shall destroy them.’ You blew with your wind, the sea covered them; they sank
like lead in the mighty waters.
“Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness,
awesome in splendor, doing wonders? You stretched out your right hand, the earth
swallowed them.
“In your steadfast love you led the people whom you redeemed; you guided them by
your strength to your holy abode. The peoples heard, they trembled; pangs seized the
inhabitants of Philistia. Then the chiefs of Edom were dismayed; trembling seized the
leaders of Moab; all the inhabitants of Canaan melted away. Terror and dread fell upon
them; by the might of your arm, they became still as a stone until your people, O Lord,
passed by, until the people whom you acquired passed by. You brought them in and
planted them on the mountain of your own possession, the place, O Lord, that you
made your abode, the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hands have established. The Lord
will reign forever and ever.”
When the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his chariot drivers went into the sea,
the Lord brought back the waters of the sea upon them; but the Israelites walked
through the sea on dry ground. Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a
tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out after her with tambourines and
with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: “Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed
gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.”

Psalm 114
When Israel went out from Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange
language,
Judah became God’s sanctuary, Israel his dominion.
The sea looked and fled; Jordan turned back.

The mountains skipped like rams, the hills like lambs.
Why is it, O sea, that you flee? O Jordan, that you turn back?
O mountains, that you skip like rams? O hills, like lambs?
Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob,
who turns the rock into a pool of water, the flint into a spring of water.

Romans 14:1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be
better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in
their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also
those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who
abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to
ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die,
we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For
to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and
the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall give praise to God.” So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Matthew 18:21-35
Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. “For this reason the kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was
brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave
him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves
who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you
owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me,
and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he
would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his
lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as
I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he
would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if
you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

SUNDAY Sept 13
Exod 14:19-31 Ps 114
Rom 14:1-12
Matt 18:21-35

Morning prayer: Ps 119:1-32
1 Kgs 3
Acts 14:8-end

Morning Prayer: Ps 119:65-88
Isa 44:24–45:8 Rev 12:1-12

Evening prayer: Ps 11,(12,13)
Wisd 3:1-9

Evening Prayer: Ps 119:41-48, [4964]
Ezek 20:1-8,33-44 Acts 20:17-38

THURSDAY Sept 17 (Hildegarde of
Bingen, Mystic, Religious, 1179)

1 Cor 15:1-11
Luke 7:36-end

Ps 118:1-2,17-20

MONDAY Sept 14 (Holy Cross Day)
Num 21:4b-9
Ps 98:1-5
1 Cor 1:18-24
John 3:13-17

Morning prayer: Ps (14),15,(16)
1 Kgs 4:29-5:12 Acts 15:1-21

Morning prayer: Ps 2,8,146
Gen 3:1-15
John 12:27-36a

Evening prayer: Ps 18*
Wisd 4:7-end

Evening prayer: Ps 110,150
Isa 63:1-16
1 Cor 1:18-25

FRIDAY Sept 18
1 Cor 15:12-20 Ps 17:1-8
Luke 8:1-3

TUESDAY Sept 15
1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-end
Ps 100
Luke 7:11-17

Morning prayer: Ps (17),19
1 Kgs 6:1,11-28 Acts 15:22-35

Morning prayer: Ps 5,6,(8)
1 Kgs 1:32–2:4; 2:10-12
Acts 13:44-14:7

Evening prayer: Ps 22
Wisd 5:1-16
SATURDAY Sept 19 (Theodore of Tarsus,
Archbishop of Canterbury, 690)

Evening prayer: Ps 9,(10*)
Wisd 2
Mark 10:1-16

1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49
Ps 30:1-5
Luke 8:4-15

WEDNESDAY Sept 16 (Ninian, Bishop in

Morning prayer: Ps (20,21),23
1 Kgs 8:1-30
Acts 15:36-16:5

Galloway, Missionary, c.432)

1 Cor 12:31b-13:end
Ps 33:1-12
Luke 7:31-35

Evening prayer:
Wisd 5:17-6:11

Ps 24,(25)

