
 

A Sneak Peak At Christmas Eve  

 
This is my favourite photo of Dan and I 

at the Gala! 

 

Apart from hoping to spread some 

smiles and bonhomie around the Gala, 

we were promoting the Christmas Eve 

Interactive Service (4pm) “Ninjago in a 

Manger”. 

 

The inspiration for this year’s theme 

came from Dan’s sons – who are avid 

Ninjago fans.  I have learned a lot from 

the necessary research which has 

ensued to write the script! 

 

The key takeaway message is: Jesus is 

the greatest superpower of all!  His 

power does not require weapons 

because it is the power of love!  And 

it’s there to be shared! 

 

I think that’s a great message for young and old to hear on the verge of Christmas 

celebrations. 

 

So spread the word… you may well have youngsters around on Christmas Eve who 

may just love to hear this message… and have some fun too!  People are invited to 

come dressed as a Ninjago character, or angel, shepherd, wise person, etc.   



AND… there is an added bonus! 

The multi-talented Christopher Luke has designed and 

sourced a special give-away to remind participants of the 

message of our service.  The sourcing, ordering and 

packaging of this gift was an adventure in itself.    

Each junior attendee will be receive a set to assemble at 

the end of the service! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PS: Another little bit of contemplation 
 



 Advent Three- Love is born… where hope is dead  
This week’s worship focuses on finding love in the midst of the most uncomfortable, 

unfair situations.  Dan will be sharing his wisdom on the topic- so be prepared for an 

enlightening Sunday Morning! 

 

 

 

 

 

Meditation of the Week: 
 

I know love is born, 

for I have felt it in my bones 

the way warm air finds my lungs 

and music finds my memories— 

certainly and entirely. 

 

And I know Christmas is real, 

As I find myself wishing on shooting stars 

and wondering if they were 

the same ones that Jesus slept under. 

 

Between the two- 

love is born 

and Christmas is real 

lie all the hope of the world. 

 

 

 

 

  



What have we been up to? 
 

It is all about joy in our kid’s ministry 

life right now.  Which is quite fitting, 

since this Sunday in Advent we light 

the pink candle of joy.  

 

It’s tricky writing about joy as it is a 

topic where the goal posts seem to 

shift all the time for so many of us.  I love the season we are in and when 

on a zoom workshop recently, was asked “Christmas – love it or loath it?”  I 

replied, “love it of course!”  It is full of Jesus, glitter, chaos, and very excited 

little people – all of which are among my very best things.  

 

However, I have been reflecting on this since that workshop.  I am caught 

off guard by some real grief around the season too.  I was at the Advent 

Carol service and when our magnificent choir sang, it reduced me to tears.  I 

could not sing for weeping as the music made me think of my parents who 

are usually here at 

Christmas time.  My dad 

and I share a love of choral 

music and this proved just 

too painful.  This year he is 

in South Africa and I am 

here.  

 

It is in these moments of 

grief, in amongst the joy all 

around me, this is where 

Jesus puts his hand on my 

shoulder and shows me joy.  

Little snippets of gold.  And 

lets the tears flow but 

shows me his aroha 

through many ways.  How 

beautiful to see love shown 

by our cathedral whanau 

generously supporting The 



Gift initiative by donating shoe boxes for those in our city; or meals being 

made up for me to deliver to our pregnant mums who have no family here. 

Or our Pūkeko Stomp team using the very giant parachute for our pom-pom 

snowball song because there are so many kids there. And how the kids just 

must have a hug when they leave because it will be 8 weeks till they see us 

again. These are the moments when Jesus’ light shines through.  

 

As it says in our reading this week: “He came as a witness to 

testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe.  He 

himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.”  

 

I am so grateful for the witnesses to light that God puts in my path and I 

only hope that I am attentive to his promptings to testify and witness in 

this season.  The season where some days it feels like joy is a little hard to 

find and others where it is everywhere. 

Bless your week 

Arohanui 

Cath  

 

LAST SATURDAY LUNCH FOR 2020 
 

Ruth McLeod was presented with flowers by her 

team of helpers at the final Saturday lunch gathering 

for 2020 last Saturday.  Ruth thanked her helpers 

and acknowledged the team effort providing 

phone contact, transport and preparing and serving 

the food. Many of those present expressed their 

appreciation of her enthusiasm and long service. 

Christmas carols, stories and plentiful food rounded 

off an eventful and unpredictable year for the group 

who enjoy the opportunity to gather and spend time 

together each month. 

 

  



Fun Times At Taranaki Cathedral Gala Day 
 

Our recent Gala Day was another bright spot in what has been a challenging year! 

 

A HUGE thank you to everyone who helped make it a success (we raised nearly $5,000 

to support our family and pastoral ministries!), from the people who spent many hours 

organising the different areas or helped on the day to those who made generous 

donations, came along on the day and helped us spread the word! 

 



This is the second week of a four week series where our Synod reps Colin Mcleod and 

Rob Green are presenting videos that have been  produced to set out the foundations 

of faith and growth in the Anglican  Diocese of Waikato and Taranaki.  

 

They are presented by Bishop Phillip and Diocesan staff and can be found (as can all 

the Synod Snippets content) on the  Waikato and Taranaki Anglican web site 

www.wtanglican.nz  
 
CLICK HERE to watch the second episode from Series 1 of Foundations TŪĀPAPA : and 

Join Chris Clarke as he reflects on the challenges of leadership and managing change. 

 

  

http://www.wtanglican.nz/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EwejZjj5Ec&feature=youtu.be


 Fundraising Total 
We’re delighted to announce that the Project Fundraising 

total currently sits at $12,039,887. A massive thank you to 

you all for your support  – whether that’s making weekly 

planned giving donations, buying a Cathedral Cake, 

contributing to the Organ Restoration Fund or spreading 

the word about the Project to others and keeping us in 

your prayers!  

 

Home Diaries All Sold  
Another big thank you to June Moseley who has raised 

$800 each for Taranaki Cathedral and the Taranaki Open 

Home Foundation by selling 2020 Home Diaries. Tino pai 

te mahi June! 

 

Support For New Families 
There are seven families at Pūkeko Stomp expecting new 

babies. If you’re able to prepare a meal for them in the 

future let know; cath@taranakicathedral.org.nz or 021 

0243 5698. (Oh and Cath is on the lookout for a chair 

stacker to help out in 2021 – have a chat to her if you’d 

like to get involved). 

Cathedral Cakes Ready 
Pre-ordered Cathedral Cakes are ready to be collected. You can pick them up from the Upper 

Hatherly Office this week between 9am and 2pm daily or from the Welcome Desk in Hatherly Hall on 

Monday, Wednesday or Friday 10am-11.30am. We have a VERY limited number of cakes available, if 

you would like one please email michelle@taranakicathedral.org.nz  

 

Food Bank 
If the pouring rain kept you from 

leaving a donation out for the 

annual Food Bank Christmas 

Collection Drive last week, you 

can still drop off items. Their 

most wanted list includes toilet 

paper, healthy snack food for 

children, pet food and all 

toiletries – but any donation of 

non-perishables would be most 

warmly welcomed by the team. 

 

 

 

 

Haere mai whakatau mai rā ki te whakaminitatanga o tō tātou rangatira. 
 

You are warmly invited to the ordination of  
 

JEFFERSON PAUL RUKA 
 

to the Holy Order of Deacon  

Saturday, 19 December at 11:00am 

at St George’s and St David’s Church, in par tnership with Te Rautini 

158- 160 Rifle Range Road, Frankton, Hamilton 
 

Please RSVP with numbers attending for catering purposes to Christen Reed at 

bishopspa@wtanglican.nz 
 

The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia 

Te Hāhi Mihinare ki Aotearoa ki Niu Tīreni, ki Ngā Moutere o te Moana Nui a Kiwa 

mailto:cath@taranakicathedral.org.nz
mailto:michelle@taranakicathedral.org.nz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEN WHAT WHERE 

7.30-9pm Sunday 

13th December 
Alt_Mary: Advent  Hatherly Hall 

2pm Saturday 

19th December 
Christmas Organ Recital Interim Cathedral 

5-7pm Saturday 
19th December 

Picnic Carols on the Lawn 

Taranaki Cathedral 

Grounds (behind 
Hatherly Hall) 

4pm, Sunday 
20th December 

Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols St Pauls Church, Okato 

7.30-9pm Sunday 
20th  December 

Alt_Mary: Advent  Hatherly Hall 

7.30pm, Wednesday 
23rd December 

Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols Interim Cathedral 

4pm, Thursday 
24th December 

Ninjago in a Manger Interim Cathedral 

11pm Thursday 

24th December 
Carols and Midnight Mass Interim Cathedral 

8am, Friday 

25th December 
Holy Communion with Carols Interim Cathedral 

10am, Friday 
25th December 

Family Eucharist with Carols Interim Cathedral 



Isaiah 61:1-11 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has 

sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to 

proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of 

the Lord’s favour, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who 

mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of 

ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint 

spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display 

his glory. 

 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they 

shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. Strangers shall 

stand and feed your flocks, foreigners shall till your land and dress your vines; but 

you shall be called priests of the Lord, you shall be named ministers of our God; you 

shall enjoy the wealth of the nations, and in their riches you shall glory. Because their 

shame was double, and dishonour was proclaimed as their lot, therefore they shall 

possess a double portion; everlasting joy shall be theirs. For I the Lord love justice, I 

hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will 

make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among 

the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall 

acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 

 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has 

clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 

righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns 

herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes 

what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to 

spring up before all the nations. 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 126 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 

Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it 

was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.” 

The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. 

Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the Negeb. 

May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 

Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with 

shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 

But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labour among you, 

and have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; esteem them very highly in 

love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. And we urge you, beloved, 

to admonish the idlers, encourage the faint hearted, help the weak, be patient with 

all of them. See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to 

one another and to all. 

 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 

will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words 

of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form 

of evil. 

 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 

body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one 

who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. Beloved, pray for us. Greet all the brothers 

and sisters with a holy kiss. I solemnly command you by the Lord that this letter be 

read to all of them. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John 1:6-28 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, 

but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through 

him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 

people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 

gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among 

us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 

truth. 

 

(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 

me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From his fullness we have all 

received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is 

close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but 

confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 

He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to 

him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say 

about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 

straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent 

from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither 

the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. 

Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am 

not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the 

Jordan where John was baptizing. 

 

  



SUNDAY 13th 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11  
1 Thess 5:16-24  Ps 126  
John 1:6-8,19-28  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps 50:1-6,62  
Isa 12       Luke 1:57-66  

 
Evening Prayer:   Ps 68:1-19  
Mal 3:1-4; 4        Phil 4:4-7  
 
MONDAY 14th 

Num 24:2-7,15-17  
Ps 25:3-8            Matt 21:23-27 
  

Morning Prayer:   Ps 40  
Isa 49:14-25       1 Thess 5:1-11 
  
Evening Prayer:   Matt 16:13-end  
Isa 38:1-8,21-22 Ps (25),26 
 
TUESDAY 15th 
Zeph 3:1-2,9-13  Ps 34:1-6,21-22  
Matt 21:28-32  
 

Morning prayer:   Ps 70,(74)  
Isa 50                 
1 Thess 5:12-end  
 

Evening prayer:    Ps 50,(54)  
Isa 38:9-20         Matt 17:1-13  
 
WEDNESDAY 16th 
Marianne Williams, Missionary, 1879 

Isa 45:6b-8,18, 21b-end  
Ps 85:7-end         Luke 7:18b-23  
 

 

Morning prayer:   Ps 75,(96)  
Isa 51:1-8           2 Thess 1  
 
Evening prayer:   Ps (25),82  
Isa 39       Matt 17:14-21  
  
THURSDAY  17th 
O Sapientia  

Gen 49:2,8-10     Matt 1:1-17  

Ps 72:1-5, 18-19  
 

Morning Prayer:   Ps 76,(97)  
Isa 51:9-16         2 Thess 2   
 

Evening Prayer: 
Ps 44      Zeph 1:1–2:3  
Matt 17:22-end 
 
FRIDAY 18th 

Jer 23:5-8          Matt 1:18-24  

Ps 72:1-2,12-13, 18-end  
 
Morning Prayer    

Ps (77),98     Isa 51:17-end  
2 Thess 3  
 

Evening Prayer:  Ps 49  
Zeph 3:1-13       Matt 18:1-20  
 
SATURDAY  19th 

Judg 13:2-7,24-end  
Ps 71:3-8           Luke 1:5-25  
 

Morning Prayer:  Ps (144),146  
Isa 52:1-12        Jude  
   
Evening Prayer:  Ps (10),57  
Zeph 3:14-end   Matt 18:21-end   
 


