
 

THE Inane Question 

without an Acceptable Answer 
Have you ever stopped and asked yourself how many inane questions (and 

corresponding inane answers to inane questions) you ask and answer on a regular 

basis? 

 

By inane I mean questions that totally lack meaning; questions that we ask through 

habit; because we think we need to say something and it’s the first thing that comes 

out without even thinking about it. 

 

The most commonly used inane question in my experience is “How are you?”  

We blurt it out as we rush past people in the street or the supermarket, barely 

waiting for a response.  In fact, I have noticed that if someone asks me the question, 

I often don’t need to answer it at all, as we are both halfway down the next 

supermarket aisle in opposite directions before I have a chance to collect my thoughts 

into coherent speech. 

 

But for those of us who do wait 

(often impatiently for a response) 

the one we expect and usually get 

is: “I’m fine”.  It has become a 

response as automatic as opening 

the door before we try to go 

through it.  “I’m fine, we’re fine, 

everything’s fine”.  And I guess, if 

I decided to engage everyone who 

asked me the question in a gory 

rant about the sad reality of my 

existence, nothing much ever 

would get done. 

 

In an attempt to combat this, to 

my mind, alarming and superficial 

trend in our human relationships, I 

once tried to experiment with a 

number of more accurate and 



honest answers, in this case to a 

similar question “How’s the 

Parish?”, which I can be asked 

when I’m out and about at least 

ten times without stopping for 

breath. 

 

First of all, I tried responding with 

“Interesting” that got a puzzled 

response along with a “Oh, so it’s 

not going well then?” 

Next I thought of: “As far as I 

know”.  That got an even more 

puzzled response, and “Are you 

not coping then?” 

 

Ok, I thought, time to be more 

positive and enigmatic. “Good” I 

answered with a smile on my face. 

“It can’t be.  Only God is good.” 

 

At that point I lost it (as well as demonstrating my biblical ignorance).  “How would 

you like me to respond to your question?” I asked, teeth gritted.  “Because I have 

been conducting an experiment on appropriate answers to your question, and it 

seems that no matter what response I give, it’s never the right one”. 

 

A few minutes later another kind person who had been privy to the former 

conversation sidled up to me and asked “Are things not going well for you, dear?”. 

 

ARRRGH! 

That was the end of my experiment. 

 

Now, If I’m asked, I usually respond (honestly but succinctly) with a big smile on my 

face, “Great!”.  

 

The most interesting response I’ve had to that one is “Are you sure?” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



God's wild parties of welcome - Matt 22:1-14 

 

In this week's Gospel reading, we have a king who throws a wedding banquet 

for his son, and despite the efforts of the king's servants to gather the 

guests, no one shows up. In the face of the snub, the king throws the 

doors open and invites anyone and everyone. Like last week’s gospel, this 

gospel is an attack on the religious leaders. It is a story which tells 

them they have missed the point. But that's not what struck me this week. 

 

What struck me this week was the idea of the kingdom God as a party! A 

crazy party where all, good and bad, are invited and have a place. The 

gospel reading reminds me of a story that Tony Campolo once told about a 

party he threw for a prostituted women in a diner at 3am in the morning. 

While at the dinner Tony Overheard a woman mention that it was her 

birthday the next day and that she had never really had a birthday party 

before. Tony arranged with the diner owner to throw her a surprise 

birthday party. The next night when the women arrived, she was meet with a 

crowd of people singing "happy birthday," cake, and a decorated diner just 

for her. The party blew the women away; it moved her to tears as the 

people gathered surrounded her by love, perhaps for the first time in a 

long time. After the party, the diner owner looked at Tony and said, "Hey, 

I didn't know you were a preacher. What kind of church do you belong to?" 

To which Tony replied, "I am part of a church that throws birthday parties 

for hookers [sic] at 3am in the morning."  

 

This gospel reading reminds us that we are guests at God's party. We have 

a place at God's party despite our missteps, failures and wrongdoing. This 

gospel reading is also a reminder that we, as the church, need to be 

throwing the type of parties God throws. Wild parties of welcome, 

invitations that extend to all, parties where everyone can experience the 

transformational love of God. 

 

Dan 



St Luke the Physician’s Day 

Service of Healing & Wholeness 

Sunday 18 October 

Peace Hall 

5 pm 

…. An opportunity to be still, reflect, 

give and receive healing prayers. 

St Luke was a physician (Col 4:14), who 

accompanied Paul on some missionary journeys 

(Acts 16:10ff; 20:5ff; 27-28).  He was thought to 

have studied medicine at Tarsus, and possibly met 

Paul there.  He followed Paul to his martyrdom. 

 

Luke served as a bachelor disciple of Paul 

continuously until his death at the age of 84 in 

Thebes.  His Gospel uniquely relates the birth and 

infancy of Jesus, and parables, such as that of the 

Good Samaritan and of the Prodigal Son.  He includes three of the sayings of Christ on the 

Cross: “Father, forgive them,” “Thou shalt be with me in Paradise,” and “Father, into thy 

hands I commend my spirit.” 

 

Luke emphasises the human love of Christ, His compassion for sinners and for suffering and 

unhappy persons, for outcasts such as the Samaritans, tax collectors, lepers, shepherds, and for 

the poor.  Therefore it is appropriate that we hold our service of healing on his day...  

 

All Saints Day Sunday 1 November 10 am 
Our 10 am service on All Saints Day will be an all-age event, when people young and 

old can  enjoy worshipping in different ways. 

 

You are invited to come dressed as your favourite saint, and provide me with about 

50 words introducing your person, which will be read out (by me) during the service 

as you parade on our ‘catwalk’. 

The more, the merrier! 

Also on November 1, a service of All Souls will be offered at 3pm in 

the Upper Hatherly Chapel, to remember lost children, and 7 pm in 

the Peace Hall, to remember all who have died (particularly those 

connected to the St Mary’s). 



 

 

 

Meditation of the Week: 

 

 

 

 



 

Dan’s Desk 

 

Kia Ora team! I wanted to share with you something pretty cool 

that is happening at the end of the month… 

 

The Justice Conference is a global movement of Jesus followers 

pursuing justice together. In 2020 the Justice Conference has 

gone online so the whole country can join the conversation. 

 

Mai and I are organising a  watch party for this epic event at 

Hatherly Hall –  – or you can register and donate 

at www.thejusticeconference.org.nz (this is a pay what you can 

donation, don't let $ hold you back, being there is the most 

important thing) and watch from the comfort of your own home. 

The big day is October 31st, from 10am to 3pm. 

 

Check out the awesome programme the organisers have but 

together on the next couple of pages. 

 

If you or someone you know want to join us then at the Taranaki 

Cathedral we’d love to see you! Head to @Taranakicathedral on 

Facebook, check out the details for this awesome event and then 

hit the  "Going" button so we know to expect you and so you can 

stay up to date on what's shaking down!  

Peace 

Dan 

 

http://www.thejusticeconference.org.nz/


 



 



Justice Conference 2020 

Dan and Mai are hosting a Watch Party for the 2020 Justice Conference from 10am to 

3pm on October 31st. This is your chance to connect with other local Jesus followers 

who care about justice issues. There’s an awesome programme this year looking at 

everything from racial injustice to the ethics of the garment industry. Check out 

@TaranakiCathedral on Facebook for more information. 

 

Upcoming Organ Recitals 

Thursday 15 October 2020 @ 12.15pm - Interim Cathedral 

Wednesday 28 October 2020 @ 11.15am - Wesley Methodist Church, Hāwera. 

 

Flower Festival Charity Concert 

Enjoy a variety of music (including children from McFizzies Choir, the Jubilate Singers, 

The Taranaki Mail Choir and performances from piano, violin and euphonium soloists) 

at Holy Trinity Church in Fitzroy on Saturday October 31st, 7.30pm. Admission $15, 

children free. 

 

Community Café Volunteers Needed 

Wanted, alive and willing! Volunteers for the cafe… We need people to help out in 

various roles. You don’t need to commit to coming in every week, or being at the Café 

for the entire Breakfast service. If you have a couple of hours to spare, once or twice a 

month give Jen in the office a call on 7583111 or 0277027993. 

 

Food Bank 

This week the items on New Plymouth Food Bank’s “most wanted” grocery list are; 

milo, biscuits, pasta sauce, pet food, toilet paper. 

  

2021 Home Diaries  

June Mosely is still taking order for the 2021 edition of the popular New Zealand Home 

Diary.  

 

  



 

Isaiah 25:1-10 

O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done 

wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have made the city a 

heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be 

rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear 

you. For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a 

shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless 

was like a winter rainstorm, the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued 

the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled. 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast 

of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained 

clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the 

sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the 

Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will 

take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 

It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he 

might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in 

his salvation. For the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain. The Moabites shall be 

trodden down in their place as straw is trodden down in a dung-pit. 

 

 

 

Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 

he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your 

rod and your staff— they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head 

with oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in 

the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

 

 



 

Philippians 4:1-9 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 

firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of 

the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these 

women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with 

Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. Rejoice in 

the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 

The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace 

of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 

just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on 

doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and 

the God of peace will be with you. 

 

 

 

Matthew 22:1-14 

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call 

those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again 

he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared 

my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; 

come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his 

farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and 

killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 

burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited 

were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to 

the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom 

they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. “But when 

the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 

wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 

robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand 

and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

 



 

SUNDAY 11th 

Exod 32:1-14  Ps 106:1-6,19-23  
Phil 4:1-9   Matt 22:1-1  

 

Morning Prayer:  Ps 138,141  

Isa 50:4-10  Luke 13:22-30  
  

Evening Prayer:  Ps 139:1-18  
Prov 3:1-18  1 John 3:1-15  

  

   

MONDAY 12th 

Elizabeth Fry, Prison Reformer, England, 1845 

Gal 4:21-24,26-27, 31;5:1  

Ps 113   Luke 11:29-32  
 

Morning prayer:  Ps 80,(82)  
2 Kgs 5   Acts 26:1-23  

   

Evening prayer:  Ps 85,(86)  

1 Macc 3:1-26   

   

 

TUESDAY 13th 

Gal 5:1-6   Ps 119:41-48  

Luke 11:37-41  

 

Morning prayer: Ps (87);89:1-18  

2 Kgs 6:1-23  Acts 26:24-end   

 

Evening prayer:  Ps 89:19-end  

1 Macc 3:27-41    

   

 

WEDNESDAY 14th 

Gal 5:18-end  Ps 1  

Luke 11:42-46  

 

Morning prayer: Ps 119:105-128  
2 Kgs 9:1-16  Acts 27:1-26  

 

 

Evening prayer:  Ps 91,(93)  

1 Macc 3:42-end   

  

THURSDAY  15th 

Teresa of Avila, Teacher of the Faith, 1582 

Eph 1:1-10  Ps 98:1-4  

Luke 11:47-end   

 

Morning Prayer: Ps (90),92  

2 Kgs 9:17-end  Acts 27:27-end  

 

Evening Prayer: Ps 94  

1 Macc 4:1-25  

 

 

FRIDAY  16th 
The English Reformers and Martyrs, 1555  
Eph 1:11-14  Ps 33:1-6  

Luke 12:1-7  

 

Morning Prayer: Ps 88, (95)  

2 Kgs 12:1-19  Acts 28:1-16  
 

Evening Prayer: Ps 102  

1 Macc 4:26-35  

  

 

SATURDAY  17th 

Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, Martyr, c.107 

Eph 1:15-end  Ps 8  

Luke 12:8-12  

 

Morning Prayer: Ps (96),97,(100)  

2 Kgs 17:1-23  Acts 28:17-end  

 

Evening Prayer: Ps 104  
1 Macc 4:36-end  Ps 33  

Hosea 6:1-3  2 Tim 3:10-17 

 


