
 

Alleluia 
I would like to express my huge gratitude 
for your contributions to our Holy 
Week/Easter worship.  As I have already 
mentioned, this week has huge and 
profound significance for me, and I take the 
planning and production of worship events 
very seriously. 
 
However, all the prayerful planning in the 
world will be hollow if the people who gather 
are not prepared to participate with 
generosity and open-ness to enabling Gods 
Spirit to flow through the worship- and 
beyond.   
 
Our humble gathering place (The Peace 
Hall) was transformed during Easter tide 

into something living, vibrant, exuberant at times, as well as the holding place for 
solemnity and heartbreak.  
 
I went home on Sunday feeling exhausted, 
but profoundly grateful for you and for our 
journey together over the last year. 
 
Thank you is not enough — but will have to 
suffice for now! 

 
PS- remember the AGM Sunday 18 April 
 at approximately 11:15 am. 



Low Sunday 
I referred to this information last year, but I think it is so interesting I 

thought it wouldn’t hurt to re-print again! 
 
I have often wondered why this Sunday is often referred to as “Low Sunday”.  It 
always sounds so dreary- we have the high of Easter Day- and hardly get time to 
enjoy the celebration before we’re into a ‘Low’.  So I have done a little research on 
why today is called “low’, which shows there is certainly more to the meaning than 
meets the eye! 
 
There certainly is an obvious connection between the contrast of the pomp and 
circumstance often present in Easter Day liturgies, and the relative simplicity of the 
rest of the Easter season.  But the plot gets thicker! 
 
In the Roman Catholic Tradition, Low Sunday is known as "Quasimodo Sunday", 
named for the first two words of the opening Antiphon at Mass that speak especially 
to those baptised at Easter, from 1 Peter 2:2.  Translated, it reads: 

As newborn babes, alleluia, desire the rational milk without guile, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia. Rejoice to God our helper. Sing aloud to the God of Jacob. 

 
And that is because today is the day that, traditionally, the newly baptised officially 
put away their white robes, hence, it is known liturgically as the "Sunday of putting 
away the albs."  
 
And yes, the name of this Feast is the origin of the name of the hunchback, 
Quasimodo, in Victor Hugo's "The Hunchback of Notre Dame." Poor Quasimodo was 
a foundling who was discovered at the cathedral on Low Sunday and so was named 
for the Feast.  
 
I’ll leave to your imaginations or research the connection between Quasimodo and 
Low, and there a a number of other reasons for the name, but I cannot resist 
leaving you with another tradition which I do not encourage you (for health and 
safety reasons among others) to repeat this week. 
 
In England, at one time anyway, on the Monday after Low Sunday, between the 
hours of 9 and noon, there was the strange custom by which men "captured" women 
(often by lifting them up in chairs) for a ransom which was given to the Church. On 



Tuesday the women reciprocated by capturing the men. These two days became 
known as "Hocktide." 
 
Enough of that.    
 
Time to begin our service, knowing that as with the word Low Sunday, there is also 
more to our reading today about Thomas and Jesus, and what that says about the 
depth of resurrection, than meets the eye! 
 
Alleluia! 

 
A Sermon Taster in preparation for Sunday… 

Locked Doors 
I can just imagine the disciples  

After Jesus’ crucifixion. 
Huddled together 

In a room somewhere in Jerusalem. 
Imagine how devastated they must have felt. 

These people 
who had given up everything- 

their jobs, their homes, their families 
to follow Jesus. 

Now left without their leader 
Their hopes and dreams dashed. 

What would they do now? 
 

And not only do I think they were devastated, 
Shocked and grieved. 

I strongly suspect 
That they were terrified. 

My evidence: 
they locked their door. 

 
Now that might not seem particularly compelling 

Living, as we do, 
In a world 

Where doors are locked as a matter of course, 
But in the disciple’s world of the first century, 

Things were different. 
Doors were rarely locked, 

And when they were, 
It was considered highly suspicious. 



A communal way of life 
Meant that my home was your home- 

And vice versa, 
Just as my business was your business- 

so woe betide the person trying to keep a secret! 
Children were often commandeered to be spies or snoops 

And slip in and out of other people’s homes listening to what was going on 
And reporting back any new tidbits of gossip to the adults. 

By our individualistic and privacy obsessed standards 
Theirs was a very nosey society 

Where everyone knew everyone else’s business. 
 

So, with this in mind,  
It is therefore logical to jump to the conclusion 

that the disciples must have been terrified. 
Why else would they have risked locking their door? 

 
Obviously, 

The disciples would have been terrified of being attacked 
By townspeople who recognised them as followers of Jesus. 

And naturally, 
They would have been terrified of being arrested 

and crucified themselves. 
 

But I wonder, if the terror may also have stemmed 
from Mary Magdelene’s news 

that she had seen the resurrected Jesus. 
 

You see, 
Those disciples had let Jesus down 

And they knew it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More to come on Sunday… 



Meditation of the Week 
 

WHAT THOMAS WANTS 
(John 20: 19-31) 

 
Thomas knows all about crucifixion. 

Knows the nails driven into the victim 
really tear the flesh, 
damage the bones. 

 
And he knows that this 
is a crucifying world, 
with all its violence, 

greed and oppression 
 

still hammering nails into the hands of justice, 
still thrusting spears through the ribs of love, 

still hanging mercy and kindness to die 
and sealing up the tomb. 

 
Thomas knows all about it. 

So he knows that any real resurrection 
will have to come out of ruin, 

will have to come out of suffering, 
 

will have to come out still bearing the scars 
inflicted by the unjust world. 

 
Ask him not 

if he believes in 
merely a God 

who is greater than suffering or death; 
any God worth the name 

would surely prove immortal, 
who may be able to pretend our pain 

but could never share it in truth. 
 

No, what Thomas wants to see 
is the Lord who rises from 

death by crucifixion, 
 

who rises 



from the worst that our world can do: 
who rises 

from hells of corruption and cruelty, 
who rises 

from violence and terror and hate, 
who rises 

from rape and torture and war, 
who rises 

from hunger and disease and squalor, 
who rises 

torn and terribly scarred 
yet walking among us still, 

 
who will touch us in 
our woundedness, 
who will hold us in 
our brokenness, 
who sees in us 

the prints left by the nails, 
 

who will put his own hurt hand upon 
our heartache, fear and despair 
and breathe his healing peace 

into our souls. 
 

This is who Thomas wants to see – the only 
Lord he wants to believe in. 

 
Thomas just wants to see Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parishioner Tim Harland Being Commissioned As Hospital Chaplain 
 
Tim Harland jokes and says he has his “affiliation for falling off motorcycles” to thank for 
his commissioning as Hospital Chaplain next week. In reality though, the role seems tailor 
made for this man of deep faith. 
 
As a young man Tim felt drawn to chaplaincy. But as so often happens, life had other 
plans for him. He went to university and enrolled in an engineering degree and 
ultimately became a qualified tool maker. As the years unfolded he married, raised a 
family and has been a regular at services at Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary. 
 
In 1988 a severe motorcycle accident sent him to intensive care for three and a half 
weeks. 
 
“My love for the church and my heart for Christ meant I found it really distressing that I 
couldn’t get to services. [Hospital Chaplain at the time] Peter Mitchell was an incredible 
support to me and my family during this very hard time.” 
 
Then in 2013 another motorcycle accident (he wasn’t kidding about that affiliation for 
falling off bikes!) saw him back in hospital and once again grateful for the spiritual 
guidance and support of the hospital chaplain.  



After thoughtful contemplation, Tim decided it was time for a change in direction. He 
earned a social work degree – opting to do one of his key placements at Taranaki Base 
Hospital as part of its chaplaincy team.  
 
After completing his degree and going on to work in community services, Tim continued 
to volunteer as a hospital chaplain every Tuesday and Thursday. 
 
Tim says the work can be difficult but is essential and rewarding. There is one full time 
chaplain, two part timers (including Tim) and about 20 volunteers. They aim to visit every 
single person who is admitted to hospital (although there are sometimes practical 
considerations that make this impossible). 
 
The hospital chaplain’s role is a varied one. They contribute to the health and welfare of 
patients, family members and staff by providing pastoral and spiritual care. There is an 
ecumenical service every Sunday in the Chapel of the Good Shepherd at the hospital.  
During the week Tim and other chaplains pray with and offer companionship to the sick 
and injured, and their families. 
 
“Sometimes it’s just about being there, not needing to say anything. Others are keen to 
pray or share the gospel. And of course some people don’t want a bar of you — and 
that’s okay too. It’s about meeting people where they are,” says Tim. 
 
Tim says he enjoys being able to support the mental and spiritual wellness of the patients 
– regardless of their faith. He enjoys building relationships with patients with ongoing care 
needs or health issues. Because most patients come and go so quickly, Tim says it can 
be difficult to see the 
impact of his work, but his 
first-hand experience as a 
patient means he knows 
just how valuable hospital 
chaplains are to people 
when they are in such a 
vulnerable position.  
 
 
We wish Tim all the very 
best for this next chapter of 
his life. If you would like to 
attend his commissioning 
next Wednesday (April 15) 
at 5.30pm please RSVP to 
louisa.parker@tdhb.org.nz 
 

Taranaki Hospital Chaplaincy team 
Tim Harland, Tony Tooman and Joe Gray 

 

mailto:louisa.parker@tdhb.org.nz


 This week I have been painting Easter bunnies.  

Why now?  Well, with the way Easter has 

worked, Pukeko Stomp will be receiving their 

Easter treats this week and next.   

 

Earlier this year I had a vision of an egg cup as 

my great start of the year epiphany.  The more 

I look at egg cups and their functions, the 

deeper this vision goes.  So, this year a team of 

willing (and probably not totally knowing) 

lovely people headed up by Super Lesley Sutherland set about creating 

gorgeous bunny egg cups for our littlest disciples. What a labour of love!  

Hundreds of hours spent creating from clay.   

 

As I sat this week painting these little bunnies, the tears were flowing down 

my cheeks when I realised how much of a sacrifice these little bunnies 

represent.  They were so lovingly made for little people who would have no 

idea the work that had gone into them and they represent us a church 

whanau holding our community just as Jesus holds us.  It was quite 

overwhelming.   

 

My mind was taken also to the 

other countless beautiful 

sacrifices that were made over 

our Easter Holy week by so 

many loving volunteers to help 

nurture and create beautiful 

worship for us and our 

community.  What a privilege to 

witness God moving amongst 

our people at Chrism mass, 

Good Friday, and Easter Sunday 

worship gatherings.  And to see 

God’s provision in and through 

His people. What a powerful 

confirmation this Easter time.  



 

I must make special mention of my lovely husband who ferried our kids 

around and helped hide easter egg clues over the weekend while I was busy 

with setting up things here. His unfailing support in the side lines is what 

allows me to do what I do and I thank God for the gift of him daily!  

 

Our teenagers were taken to Central Easter Camp by the Mosaic Youth team 

and they too encountered Jesus in a very powerful way.  Looking at the photos 

of some 2000 young people, I am so encouraged to see the way God is moving 

in our nation.  Next week I hope to include a testimony from one of our young 

people, once they have had a chance to process something of what they 

experienced.  Tonight (Friday) I will be attending “Open Heaven” a worship 

night up at City West church with a group of our young ladies.   

 

 

I am excited to see what 

other things are revealed to 

up. Just like the surprise of 

our Superwoman Dean.  

Who knew? I love the image 

of the little girl who spied 

our flowered cross today at 

Pukeko Stomp and was 

stopped in her tracks by 

sheer wonderment.  May we 

all continue to be amazed 

by what God is doing in our 

midst. 

Arohanui 

Cath  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AGM Next Sunday 
Our Annual General Meeting will be held next Sunday 18 April, following the 10 am 
service (approx 11.15am). 
 
Too many Feijoa? 
It’s that time of year! If you (or someone you know) has an abundance of feijoa the 
Community Café would gratefully receive them (to make into delicious toppings). 
Fruit can be dropped off at the office or kitchen in the Hatherly Building.  Pick up is 
also available, contact Jen Smart 0277027993. 
 
Tim Harland’s Commissioning 
You are invited to attend the commission service of hospital chaplain Tim Harland 
next Thursday April 15th at 5:30pm at the Chapel of the Good Shepherd at Taranaki 
Base Hospital. A light supper will follow so please RSVP to louisa.parker@tdhb.org.nz  
 
Combined service on April 25th 
On Sunday April 25th, ANZAC Day, we will be having one service at 8.30am instead 
of our usual 8am and 10am services. 
 
ANZAC Day Performance 
On ANZAC Sunday (April 25) at 2pm, Holy Trinity Church is Fitzroy is hosting We 
Sang Through the War  — an afternoon of songs and entertainment from “when 
everyone bonded together through times of war”.  Tickets are $20 and the 
performance will be followed by cuppa and light refreshments. Book at 
www.trybooking.co.nz/GLT  
 
Archbishop Philip Speaking Event 
On April 15, 6-8pm, Archbishop Philip will speak at the Govett-Brewster as part of 
Tai Moana Tai Tangata:A Taranaki Tribal Perspective series (a four-part speaker 
series extending on the themes of Brett Graham’s exhibition). Archbishop Philip will 
talk to the Anglican church’s relationship with tangata whenua and the attitude of 
early colonialists to Māori, and the role the church can play in rectifying the 
inaccurate historic narrative. Tickets are free but limited so book yours at 
www.govettbrewster.com. 
 
April Organ Recitals 
Thu 15 April - 12.15pm @ Interim Cathedral 
Wed 28 April - 11.15am @ Wesley Methodist Church, Hāwera 
 

mailto:louisa.parker@tdhb.org.nz
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Acts 4:23-37 
After they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief 
priests and the elders had said to them. When they heard it, they raised their voices 
together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth, the 
sea, and everything in them, it is you who said by the Holy Spirit through our 
ancestor David, your servant: ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples imagine 
vain things? The kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers have gathered 
together against the Lord and against his Messiah.’ For in this city, in fact, both 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, gathered 
together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, to do whatever your 
hand and your plan had predestined to take place. And now, Lord, look at their 
threats, and grant to your servants to speak your word with all boldness, while you 
stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the 
name of your holy servant Jesus.” When they had prayed, the place in which they 
were gathered together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
spoke the word of God with boldness. 
 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held 
in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person 
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to 
each as any had need. There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the 
apostles gave the name Barnabas (which means “son of encouragement”). He sold a 
field that belonged to him, then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 
 

 
 
 
 



Psalm 133 
How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! 
It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the beard of 
Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes. 
It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. For there 
the Lord ordained his blessing, life forevermore. 

 
 
 
 

1 John 1:1 - 2:5 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning 
the word of life— this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and 
declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— we 
declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship 
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We 
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light 
and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him 
while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk 
in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us. 
 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also 
for the sins of the whole world. 
 

 



John 20:19-31 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of 
the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, 
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will 
not believe.” 
 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you 
may have life in his name. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



SUNDAY APRIL 11 
2nd Sunday of Easter (Low Sunday)/ Te 

Rātapu Tuarua o te Aranga 

Acts 4:32-35  Ps 133  
1 John 1:1-2:2  John 20:19-31  
 
Morning Prayer:  Ps 22:20-31  
Isa 53:6-12  Rom 4:13-25   
 
Evening Prayer:  Ps 143:1-12  
Isa 26:1-9,19  Luke 24:1-12  
  
MONDAY APRIL 12 
Acts 4:23-31  Ps 2:1-9  
John 3:1-8 
  
Morning Prayer:   Ps (2),19  
Deut 1:3-18  John 20:1-10  
   
Evening Prayer:   Ps 139  
Exod 15:1-21  Col 1:1-14  
    
TUESDAY APRIL 13 
Acts 4:32-end  Ps 93  
John 3:7-15  
 
Morning prayer:   Ps 8,(20,21)  
Deut 1:19-40  John 20:11-18  
   
Evening prayer:   Ps 104  
Exod 15:22–16:10  
Col 1:15-end  
 
WEDNESDAY APRIL 14 
Acts 5:17-26  Ps 34:1-8  
John 3:16-21  

Morning prayer:   Ps (16),30  
Deut 3:18-end  John 20:19-end  
   
Evening prayer:   Ps 33  
Exod 16:11-end  Col 2:1-15   
 
THURSDAY APRIL 15 
Acts 5:27-33  Ps 34:1,15-end  
John 3:31-end  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps 28,(29)  
Deut 4:1-14  John 21:1-14    
    
Evening Prayer:   Ps 34  
Exod 17   Col 2:16-3:11    
  
FRIDAY APRIL 16 
Acts 5:34-42  Ps 27:1-5,15-16  
John 6:1-15  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps (57),61  
Deut 4:15-31  John 21:15-19  
 
Evening Prayer:  Ps 118  
Exod 18:1-12  Col 3:12–4:1   
  
SATURDAY APRIL 17 
Acts 6:1-7   Ps 33:1-5,17-18  
John 6:16-21  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps (63),84  
Deut 4:32-40  John 21:20-end  
   
Evening Prayer:   Ps 66  
Exod 18:13-end  Col 4:2-end   
  
 


