
 

Level Two Continues… 
The on-going reality of living within Level Two 
Restrictions is having an effect on everybody, in 
different ways.  I wish to acknowledge how 
impressed I am in your attitude towards the 
annoying but necessary adjustments we have made 
to comply with the need for safety AND to take 
seriously the health of us all. The staff here at the 
Cathedral have been amazing, and taken our ascent 
with patience and maturity, despite the 
disappointments we all have faced in different ways 
as activities we had planned and looked forward to 
have had to be adjusted or postponed. 
 
I did not realise just how important touch was until I 
have had to keep distanced!  I personally feel very 
uncomfortable wearing a mask but would feel a lot 
worse if I found out I had been an unwitting carrier of the virus and had passed it on for others.  I 
had just started really enjoying the choir and all they add to our worship, and I thank Christopher 
for being prepared to think beyond the square and come up with a safety plan that gives us all at 
least some of our choirs musicality every week. 
 
I am learning that there is no quick fix to this insidious enemy lurking, if not in our midst, then 
certainly close by.   And thank you again, for your flexibility and patience.  I suspect that we are 
experiencing a marathon, rather than a sprint, and that requires resilience, fortitude, and great 
determination to persevere.  It also involves each of us travelling at our own pace, so please do not 
feel pressured to involve yourselves in activities that you don’t feel comfortable about.  Your 
health and well- being is paramount, and prayers have a way of surrounding us all, wherever we 
are, just as God is present with us all, regardless of time or space. 
 
Thank you again for your positive attitudes.  It makes a big difference as we try our best in these 
times! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
When Two or Three Have Gathered… 

Reconciliation in Matthew 18 
 

This week’s gospel reading is that old chestnut 
from Matthew 18- Jesus’ advice regarding conflict- 
and how best to deal with it.  Unfortunately, there 
are a numerous instances when Jesus’ advice has 
been misinterpreted – as I have learned the hard 
way (more about that on Sunday!).  John Paul 
Lederach, a sociologist, considers that here Jesus is 
giving advice to enable reconciliation to occur- 
reconciliation which protects and respects all 
parties involved in the conflict or 
misunderstanding.    
 
Jesus was very clear about who he was and how he 
saw things.  Yet he met people, wherever they 
were, in ways that showed how his love overcame 
fear of the ‘other’.  He sought to build relationships, 
a way of being connected with others. They have a parallel to what is now promoted, two thousand 
years later, in family systems theory. 
 
In a nutshell:   
Go to the person:  Define yourself without projection or threat.  Be clear about who you are.  Seek 
vulnerable transparency.  Encourage others to do the same. 
Take along one or two witnesses:  Foster a non anxious presence.  Do not get upset, pull back or be 
fearful of others when they define themselves differently to you.   
Take it to the community:  Interactively engage the difference rather that reacting or trying to control.  
Move toward the difference and not away from it. 
Relate as with a Tax Collector (Remember Jesus ate with them): Maintain relational and emotional 
contact.  Stay connected. Eat with each other, in so doing you will find reconciliation at the center of 
your relationship- mutual humanity. 
 

Sound sensible advice that I for one, need reminding of -often! 
 
 
 



 
Meditation of the Week 

 

Blessed are those who don’t use tears to measure true feelings; 

Blessed are those who stifle the urge to say ‘I understand’- when they don’t; 

Blessed are those who hear with their hearts and not their minds; 

Blessed are those who resist a quick comforting answer; 

Blessed are those who allow the sorrowing enough time to heal; 

Blessed are those who keep unsought advice to themselves; 

Blessed are those who allow the bereaved to remember those still fresh in their hearts; 

Blessed are those who, admitting their discomfort, put it aside to help others; 

Blessed are those who handle fragile sorrow with an understanding heart; 

Blessed are those who carry on caring even when they don’t feel like it. 

 

Anon.   

 
 
 



Dan’s Desk 
The following is a transcription of the deputation Dan made to NPDC recently urging them to 
establish a Maori Ward.  
 
Most of you will be aware that council did go on to do this – however that may not be the end 
of things.  Certain people, backed by misguided groups like Hobson’s Pledge, are circulating a 
petition against the decision in the hopes of triggering another referendum and overturning 
Council’s decision.  
 
If you are unsure about the merit of Maori Wards then take a few minutes to read Dan’s 
deputation. You can also read Rob Baigent-Ritchie’s Op Ed on the subject, published in the 
Daily News and Stuff.co.nz, HERE . KinaConvos on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM brings 
together lots of information and have created the cool graphics used to illustrate this piece.  
 
If you are keen to throw your support in behind Dan and the countless other locals who 
support the establishment of Maori Wards then sign the Pro-Maori Ward petition HERE.  
 
 
Good afternoon counsellors. Tēnā koutou. 
Good afternoon mayor Neil. Tēnā koe. 
Good afternoon to those who have come to this 
chamber because they believe that our freedom, as 
Māori and Pākehā, is profoundly bound together. 
Tēnā koutou katoa.  
 
Today I speak to you as a person whose decedents 
arrived on the shores Ngāmotu in the colonial vessel 
the Oriental. I talk you as a Pākehā person who 
grew up under the watchful eye of Taranaki. I speak 
you as a recovering racist. I talk to you as someone 
who is committed to the work of confronting my 
own biases and shortcomings and working to 
building a better New Plymouth.  



Today I address you as a cleric in the Anglican 
Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia. I 
speak to you as a priest at the Taranaki Cathedral of 
St Mary. As a person who considers confronting 
racist systems, pursuing justice, and striving for 
peace is central to what it means to follow the way 
of Jesus.  
 
As black liberation theologian James Cone said: 
 
“Racism is a profound contradiction to the gospel. No one can be a 
representative of Jesus and treat others as subhuman. There can be no 
compromise on this point.” 
 
Today I address you as a son, a husband, and as a father. I speak as someone who 
dreams that my family, my children, my grandchildren, will have the opportunity to 
grow up in a district that honours the Treaty of Waitangi. In a community that sees the 
profound value of meaningful and equitable Māori representation at New Plymouth 
District Council’s top decision-making table. In a district known for its pursuit of justice, 
reconciliation, and peace, not a silent, or angry, acquiesce to the status quo that 
pushes our Treaty partners to the side-lines. 
 
I stand here with love, faith, and hope. Love for all of you despite our differences. Faith 
that the moral arc of the universe bends toward justice. Hope that this council will be 
the council that makes positive and active moves toward making and equitable Māori 
representation at New Plymouth District Council reality in our community. Hope that 
this council is the council that plays an active role in addressing the racist laws that 
make it extremely difficult for Māori to participate in local government affairs 
meaningfully. 
 
I stand here today as someone who believes 
that meaningful and equitable Māori 
representation at NPDC top decision-making 
table is not only good for Māori; it is good for 
everyone. Our humanity as Pākehā, my 
humanity as Pākehā, is marred by the 
violence done to Māori by Eurocentric systems 
that marginalise and exclude. Integral to 
starting the journey, confronting our past and 
moving toward a better future together is the 
establishment of a Māori Ward as  means to 
staring the journey toward just partnership 



and toward being better Treaty partners in our 
district. None of us is free until we are all free.  
 
To that end, with love, with faith and with 
hope, I would urge NPDC to establish a Māori 
Ward seat without delay, a seat elected by 
Māori, for Māori, and able to meaningfully 
contribute to the discussions and deliberations 
on behalf of Māori at the NPDC top table. It is 
my view that consultation is unnecessary. 
Consultation plays into the hands of those who 
wish to create divisions in our community and, 
as we have herd in these chambers, “racists 
don’t deserve a fair say.” With love, with faith, 
and with hope, I would urge the NPDC to work 

hard to educate our district on the benefits of Māori representation in local government 
affairs. And I ask the council to play an active role in dismantling the racist legislation 
that makes it extremely difficult for Māori to participate in local government affairs.  
 
Aboriginal activist Lilla Watson says, “Our liberation is bound together.” 
 
Will we be a community that will give voice to those who have been excluded?  
 
Will be a community that is committed to 
working together?  
 
Will we be a community that is committed to 
justice?  
 
Will we be a community that through this 
journey is liberated in new ways of sharing life 
together? 
 
I hope that this council paves the way for this 
to happen. 
Kia tau te rangimāire ki a koutou katoa. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Food For Thought on Hold 
Food For Thought is another activity that is currently on hold and will resume when we 
re-renter Level 1. 
 
Youth Ministries are back! 
Pūkeko Stomp, Faith Crew and our combined youth groups have returned and will now 
be operating during Level 2 (with all appropriate physical distancing and good hygiene 
practices to make sure we keep everyone safe).  Cath and her crew are looking forward 
to seeing all our young people! 
 
2021 Home Diaries  
Good news for those who have had enough of 2020 – orders are open for the 2021 
edition of the popular New Zealand Home Diary. If you’d like to order one talk to June 
Moseley. 
 
On Hold During Level 2 
These activities will resume after we return to Level 1; Stop In, Community café, 
welcome desk, Jacqui’s meet and greet and Food For Thought. 
 
Life at Level 2 
A reminder that our regular 8am and 10am Sunday services, and our weekday 
Eucharist Services (7 am Tuesdays in Upper Hatherly Chapel , 10am Wednesdays in 
the Interim Cathedral and 12 noon, the 3rd Wednesday of each month also in the 
Interim Cathedral) will continue with Communion in one kind. 
Remember that Level 2’s physical distancing guidelines are in place to protect us. While 
church is about coming together in fellowship, please be mindful of keeping your 
distance from others before, during and after the service.  
   
Need an old table? 
Much loved long table on wheels looking for another home… could it be yours? It can 
be viewed in the Peace Lounge.  See Jen in the office  if you are interested… 

 



 

Exodus 12:1-14 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you 

the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole 

congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each 

family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall 

join its closest neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to 

the number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old 

male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the 

fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall 

slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 

doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that 

same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter 

herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its 

head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 

anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: 

your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall 

eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt 

that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human 

beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 

the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see 

the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land 

of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a 

festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual 

ordinance. 
 

 

 



Psalm 149 
Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assembly of the faithful. 
Let Israel be glad in its Maker; let the children of Zion rejoice in their King. 
Let them praise his name with dancing, making melody to him with tambourine and 
lyre. 
For the Lord takes pleasure in his people; he adorns the humble with victory. 
Let the faithful exult in glory; let them sing for joy on their couches. 
Let the high praises of God be in their throats and two-edged swords in their hands, 
to execute vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples, 
to bind their kings with fetters and their nobles with chains of iron, 
to execute on them the judgment decreed. This is glory for all his faithful ones. Praise 
the Lord! 
 

Romans 13:8-14 
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbour as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a 
neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is 
far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 
armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, 
not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

Matthew 18:15-20 
“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the 
two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if 
you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may 
be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen 
to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, 
let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, 
it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, I am there among them.” 
 
 
 

 



SUNDAY Sept 6  
Exod 12:1-14   Ps 149  
Rom 13:8-14   Matt 18:15-20  
   
Morning Prayer:   Ps 119:17-32  
Jonah 3:10–4:11  
  
Evening Prayer:   Ps 108,[115]  
Ezek 12:21–13:16  
Acts 19:1-20  
  
MONDAY Sept 7 The Saints and Martyrs of 

the Pacific 

1 Cor 5:1-8  Ps 5:5-9a  
Luke 6:6-11  
 
Morning prayer:  Ps (123,124,125),126 
2 Sam 18:1-18  Acts 10:34-end   
   
Evening prayer:  Ps 127,(128,129)  
Prov 25:1-14  Mark 8:11-21   
  
TUESDAY Sept 8 The Birth of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, Mother of our Lord 

1 Cor 6:1-11  Ps 149:1-5  
Luke 6:12-19  
 
Morning prayer: Ps 132,(133)  
2 Sam 18:19-19:8a  
Acts 11:1-18    
   
Evening prayer:  Ps (134),135  
Prov 25:15-end   Mark 8:22-26   
  
WEDNESDAY Sept 9 
1 Cor 7:25-31  Ps 45:11-end  
Luke 6:20-26  
 
Morning prayer:  Ps 119:153-end  
2 Sam 19:8b-23  Acts 11:19-end    
 

Evening prayer:  Ps 136  
Prov 26:12-end  
Mark 8:27-9:1   
 
THURSDAY Sept 10 
1 Cor 8:1-7,11-end   
Ps 139:1-9   Luke 6:27-38  
 
Morning prayer: Ps 143,(146)  
2 Sam 19:24-end  
Acts 12: 1-17     
 
Evening prayer: Ps 138,(140,141)  
Prov 27:1-22  Mark 9:2-13    
 
FRIDAY Sept 11 
1 Cor 9:16-19,22-end  
Ps 84:1-6   Luke 6:39-42  
 
Morning prayer: Ps (142),144  
2 Sam 23:1-7  Acts 12:18-end  
     
Evening prayer:  Ps 145  
Prov 30:1-9,24-31  
Mark 9:14-29     
 
SATURDAY Sept 12 
1 Cor 10:14-22  Ps 116:10-end  
Luke 6:43-end  
 
Morning prayer: Ps 147  
2 Sam 24   Acts 13:1-12   
   
Evening prayer:  Ps 148,(149,150)  
Prov 31:10-end  Mark 9:30-37  
   
Evening prayer:   
Ps 118    Prov 24:23-end  
Mark 8:1-10  


