TWO: Love is Born… with a dark & troubled face
What a few weeks it has been!
Good news abounded in the form of
a substantial grant for the Cathedral
Project, which brings us to a total of
12 million dollars. There was also
the news that we can progress with
building and refurbishing, due to the
judicial findings communicated early
in the week. Add to that, the
loveliness of people gathering and
doing their generous bit towards
fundraising, via the Gala last
Saturday.
It’s important, though, to remember
that there are many in the world
who were not the recipients of such
glad tidings last week. By this I
refer to ‘the dark and troubled faces’
around the world, faced with
poverty, injustice, bad news
regarding health, and loss. For every triumph, it appears there is a tragedy to
mirror it.

Leunig’s cartoon reminds us of the
very real troubles that faced Mary
and Joseph as they made their way
to Bethlehem. It certainly cannot
have been easy for that vulnerable
couple….
Yet Leunig reminds us of God-s
promise to be with us always.
Love is born, often with a dark and
troubled face. God is with us, in
our bad news as well as our good
news. Sometimes it is very easy to forget it- this week’s Advent message
encourages us not to.

Meditations of the Week:
A Prayer for Advent Two

God’s love is born among us,
in the wilderness of our cities,
furrowed by freeways and shaded by
skyscrapers.
Prepare a way…
God’s love is born among us,
in the wilderness of the country sides,
where farmers eke out a drought-feed
existence.
Prepare a way...
God’s love is born among us,
moving in the air, the land, and the waters,
bring hope to the most troubled faces,
making our world whole.
Prepare a way...
Smooth the rough places, move the mountains;
let God’s love be born.

Also to meditate on…

What have we been up to?
We had a wonderful time at the Gala with our cupcake decorating stall. It
was so great to have time to have good korero with so many people in such
a busy atmosphere.
Sam had huge fun meeting some of the characters from our Ninjago in the
manger production and having his face painted by the talented Kate.
This week saw the beginning our Advent and we have put together and
delivered the Shepherd on the Shelf advent packs to our whanau. They will
journey through 4 weeks of activities to reflect on Advent and what it
means. I particularly loved shepherd Barney hiding amongst the nativity!
It has been fun seeing what you have called your shepherd and what
adventures they have already been up to in our first week of Hope. We look
forward to this week of Peace,
where you will have the chance to
be a light in someone’s world this
week and share something of Jesus
with them.
This week will also be the last of
our gatherings for Pukeko Stomp
and Koru Krew.
We have some meaningful and
lovely ways of marking this with
our tamariki and their whanau.

Arohanui

Cath

Over the next four weeks our Synod reps Colin Mcleod and Rob Green will present a
series of videos that have been produced to set out the foundations of faith and growth
in the Anglican Diocese of Waikato and Taranaki.
They are presented by Bishop Phillip and Diocesan staff and can be found (as can all
the Synod Snippets content) on the Waikato and Taranaki Anglican web site
www.wtanglican.nz
To watch the first episode from Series 1 of Foundations TŪĀPAPA : “Strategy and Vision”
presented by Bishop Philip CLICK HERE

Truncated Office Hours Next Week
Jennifer will be on leave from Tuesday this coming
week (December 8th onwards) so the office will be
closed Wednesday and Thursday and open between
9am and 1pm on Tuesday and Friday. Your calls will be
diverted to another team member and you can email
michelle@taranakicathedral.org.nz if you have a notice
for the website or pewsheet.

Home Diaries All Sold
June Moseley has sold out of 2020 Home Diaries &
raised $800 each for Taranaki Cathedral and the
Taranaki Open Home Foundation. Tino pai te mahi
June!

Community Giving for Christmas
This is the last week to donate to the presents we are collecting for Gift Taranaki who give
parents engaged with local Social Services a (shoe)box of toiletries and treats. Donations need
to be at the office by this coming Monday (7th December).

Meal Makers Needed
There are seven families at Pūkeko Stomp expecting new babies. If you’re able to prepare a
meal for them in the future let know; cath@taranakicathedral.org.nz or 021 0243 5698

Saturday Lunch Coordinator Needed
Mary Harker is looking for a volunteer to help co-ordinate the Saturday Lunch – overseeing the
team of helpers who provide transport, a meal & a time of social contact for our older
parishioners each month. Guidance & support will be given. Call Ruth (753 7982) or Mary (022
078 9756).

Cathedral Cakes Ready
Email michelle@taranakicathedral.org.nz to arrange collection (or to order yours).

Jay Ruka’s Ordination

Haere mai whakatau mai rā ki te whakaminitatanga o tō tātou rangatira.

You are warmly invited to the ordination of

JEFFERSON PAUL RUKA
to the Holy Order of Deacon
Saturday, 19 December at 11:00am
at St George’s and St David’s Church, in par tnership with Te Rautini
158- 160 Rifle Range Road, Frankton, Hamilton
Please RSVP with numbers attending for catering purposes to Christen Reed at
bishopspa@wtanglican.nz
The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia
Te Hāhi Mihinare ki Aotearoa ki Niu Tīreni, ki Ngā Moutere o te Moana Nui a Kiwa

WHEN

WHAT

WHERE

5pm, Sunday
29th November

Advent Carol Service

Interim Cathedral

7.30-9pm Sunday
29th November

Alt_Mary: Advent

Hatherly Hall

10am Sunday
6th December

Ecumenical Service (our usual
8am & 10am services WILL be on
as well)

TSB Stadium

11.30am Sunday
6th December

Baptism of Sophia Helena Gray

Interim Cathedral

7.30-9pm Sunday
6th December

Alt_Mary: Advent

Hatherly Hall

7.30-9pm Sunday
13th December

Alt_Mary: Advent

Hatherly Hall

2pm Saturday
19th December

Christmas Organ Recital

Interim Cathedral

5-7pm Saturday
19th December

Picnic Carols on the Lawn

Taranaki Cathedral
Grounds (behind
Hatherly Hall)

4pm, Sunday
20th December

Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols

St Pauls Church, Okato

7.30-9pm Sunday
20th December

Alt_Mary: Advent

Hatherly Hall

7.30pm, Wednesday
23rd December

Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols

Interim Cathedral

4pm, Thursday
24th December

Ninjago in a Manger

Interim Cathedral

11pm Thursday
24th December

Carols and Midnight Mass

Interim Cathedral

8am, Friday
25th December

Holy Communion with Carols

Interim Cathedral

10am, Friday
25th December

Family Eucharist with Carols

Interim Cathedral

Isaiah 40:1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry
to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received
from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in
the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people
shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower
of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows
upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the
word of our God will stand forever.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities
of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm
rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed
his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his
bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

Psalm 85
Lord, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your people; you pardoned all their sin. Selah
You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your hot anger.
Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away your indignation toward us.
Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your anger to all generations?
Will you not revive us again, so that your people may rejoice in you?
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to
his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in
our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each
other.

Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from
the sky.
The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his steps.

2 Peter 3:8-15
But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.
The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient
with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of
the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud
noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that
is done on it will be disclosed.
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you
to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming
of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved,
and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for
new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved,
while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without
spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.

Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed,
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

SUNDAY 6th
2nd Sunday of Advent

Isa 40:1-11
2 Pet 3:8-15a

Ps 85:1-2,8-13
Mark 1:1-8

Morning Prayer: Ps 80
Baruch 5:1-9
Luke 1:5-20
Evening Prayer: Ps 40
1 Kgs 22:1-28
Rom 15:4-13
MONDAY 7th
Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, Teacher of
the Faith, 397

Isa 35
Luke 5:17-26

Ps 85:7-end

Morning Prayer: Ps 44
Isa 45:14-end
1 Thess 1
Evening Prayer: Ps 144,(146)
Isa 30:1-18
Matt 14:1-12
TUESDAY 8th
Richard Baxter, Priest, Theologian, 1691

Isa 40:1-11
Matt 18:12-14

Ps 96:1,10-end

Morning prayer: Ps 56,(57)
Isa 46
1 Thess 2:1-12
Evening prayer: Ps 11,(12,13)
Isa 30:19-end Matt 14:13-end
WEDNESDAY 9th
Holy Men of the Old Testament

Isa 41:13-20
Matt 11:11-15

Ps 145:1,8-13

Morning prayer: Ps 62,(63)
Isa 47
1 Thess 2:13-end
Evening prayer: Ps 10,(14)
Isa 31
Matt 15:1-20
THURSDAY 10th
Thomas Merton, Spiritual Writer, 1968

Isa 41:13-20
Matt 11:11-15

Ps 145:1,8-13

Morning Prayer:
Isa 48:1-11

Ps (53),54,(60)
1 Thess 3

Evening Prayer:
Ps 73
Matt 15:21-28

Isa 32

FRIDAY 11th
Octavius Hadfield, Bishop, 1904

Isa 48:17-19
Matt 11:16-19

Ps 1

Morning Prayer: Ps (85),86
Isa 48:12-end
1 Thess 4:1-12
Evening Prayer:
Isa 33:1-22

Ps (82),90
Matt 15:29-end

SATURDAY 12th
Sirach 48:1-4,9-11
Ps 80:1-4,18-19 Matt 17:10-13
Morning Prayer: Ps 145
Isa 49:1-13
1 Thess 4:13-end
Evening Prayer:
Isa 35

Ps (93),94
Matt 16:1-12

