
 

The Circle of Life 
 Pet Blessing Service Sunday 4 November 

The Pet Blessing Service has been a regular fixture of St Mary’s liturgical life for a while.  It’s 
a lovely opportunity to “do something different” and include God’s creatures in our worship 
(for those of you who don’t feel comfortable with different – the 8 am service will follow 
our usual pattern).  
 
If you feel your pet would not be comfortable at the event, 
please bring a photograph which can be blessed in the 
pet’s absence.  After all, God is everywhere! 
 
I know personally just how precious and special pets can 
be.  In some ways I feel closer to my two pets (Minnie and 
Elliot) than I do most people.  That, in part, is because I 
spend so much time with them.  They are part of my 
everyday routines and share so much of my life. They are 
simply there, and enable me to de-stress just by their 
presence.  They are also a great source of fun. This picture 
depicts Craig protecting Elliot from the over enthusiastic 
interactions of Minnie our dog!  Lots of fun!  
 
So why would you consider bring an animal to a church service and having it blessed? 
Simply because it is a way of remembering that God loves and care for us and all creation, 
through good times and times of stress. Offering our animals to be blessed is a way for us to 
show we care for them as they care for us, we care for each other, and God cares for all 
God’s creation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Information about the Pet service 
 

• You are invited to bring 

your pet to the service for a 

blessing – or bring a photo 

or memento of your pet 

 

• Donations of goods for the 

SPCA will be gratefully 

received 

 

•  There will be craft activities 

available for the young and young at heart (you’ll have the opportunity to 

create your own animal and name it!) 

 

• Our worship space will be set up differently- our chairs will be in circles, not 

rows 

 

• See you there – this Sunday (October 4th) at 10am!  

 



Meditation of the Week 

 
Our Pet Blessing service will include the following meditation  

as a conversation starter… 

 

Apprehend God in all things, 

For God is in all things. 

Every single creature is full of God, 

And is a book about God. 

Every creature is a word of God. 

If I spent enough time with the tiniest creature- 

Even a caterpillar- 

I would never have to prepare a sermon- 

so full of God is every creature! 

 

(Meister Eckhart, a 13th century Christian mystic) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 



Check out some photos from our regular weekly and monthly activities, outreach, 

services and ministries that are back up and running now we’ve returned to Level 1. 

 

The Community Café (Tuesdays, 7.30-10am, 

Hatherly Hall) got off to a great start this week 

serving up pancakes and hot breakfasts to 

parishioners, kids enjoying their school holidays and 

people from throughout our community. Jen is 

looking for more volunteers to help out in the café – 

check out the weekly notices on the next page for 

more info. 

 

Mary and her team of volunteers have reopened the 

Welcome Desk. Call in to the Hatherly Hall for a cuppa and 

a chat or a quiet space Wednesdays and Fridays 10am – 

12.15pm. 

 

Across the Road, Anne and her team have the Stop In 

shop open Monday-Friday 10am-3pm and Saturdays 

10am-noon 

 

Cath and the 

Faith Crew 

(Sundays 10am, various locations) enjoyed 

their own pancake breakfast last weekend to 

mark the start of the school holidays and then 

got into a Faith-based Uno Card Activity and a 

Prayer In Nature Scavenger Hunt. Pūkeko 

Stomp (having its usual break during the 

school holidays) is back on  Mondays & 

Thursdays 10am, Interim Cathedral and Yaki 

Youth is on alternate Fridays, 6-8.30pm in the 

Peace Lounge 



Community Café Volunteers Needed 

Wanted, alive and willing! Volunteers for the cafe… We need people to help out in 

various roles. You don’t need to commit to coming in every week, or being at the Café 

for the entire Breakfast service. If you have a couple of hours to spare, once or twice a 

month give Jen in the office a call on 7583111 or 0277027993. 

 

2020 Hymn Lecture Series 

The next Hymn Lecture will be this coming Wednesday, 7 October, at 11.30am in the 

Interim Cathedral on “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound”. Gold coin donation. 

 

Speaker on Persecuted Christians  

Mike Burrows from Open Doors (the organisation dedicated to helping Christians 

around the world who are persecuted for their beliefs) will be speaking at 7pm on 

Tuesday, 6th October at Oasis Fellowship on Powderham Street. All Welcome 

 

Food Bank 

This week the items on New Plymouth Food Bank’s “most wanted” grocery list are; 

milo, biscuits, pasta sauce, pet food, toilet paper 

  

2021 Home Diaries  

June Mosely is still taking order for the 2021 edition of the popular New Zealand Home 

Diary.  

 

Midweek Eucharist 

services: 

• Bishop's Eucharist – 7 am 

Tuesdays in Upper Hatherly 

Chapel. 

• Eucharist – 10am, Upper 

Hatherly Chapel 

• Hakari Tapu – 12 noon, the 3rd 

Wednesday of each month in 

the Interim Cathedral. 



 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 

vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with 

choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. And now, inhabitants of 

Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more was 

there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield 

grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now I will tell you what I will do to my 

vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, 

and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that 

they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, 

and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw 

bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 

 

Psalm 19 
The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 

Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; 

yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 

In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 

which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a strong man 

runs its course with joy. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and nothing 

is hid from its heat. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure, 

making wise the simple; 

the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is 

clear, enlightening the eyes; 

the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true and 

righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey, 

and drippings of the honeycomb. 

Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 

But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults. 

Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion over 

me. Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, 

O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 



Philippians 3:4-14 

For it is we who worship in the Spirit of God and boast in Christ Jesus and have no 

confidence in the flesh—even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. If 

anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 

eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born 

of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 

righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come 

to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because 

of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered 

the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 

and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 

but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on 

faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his 

sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection 

from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; 

but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 

own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: 

forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward 

the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Matthew 21:33-46 

“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 

around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants 

and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to 

the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 

another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they 

treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will 

respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is 

the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him 

out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what 

will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 

miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce 

at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The 

stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, 

and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken 

away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one 

who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it 

falls.” When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that 

he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 

because they regarded him as a prophet. 

 

 

 



SUNDAY 4th 

Exod 20:1-4,7-9, 12-20  

Ps 19   Phil 3:4b-14  

Matt 21:33-46   

 

Morning Prayer:  Ps 128,129,134  

Isa 49:13-23  Luke 12:1-12   

 

Evening Prayer:  Ps 136  

Prov 2:1-11  1 John 2:1-17  

  

    

MONDAY 5th 

Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation 

Gal 1:6-12   Ps 111:1-6  

Luke 10:25-3  

 

Morning prayer:  Ps 71  

1 Kgs 21   Acts 21:37–22:21  

   

Evening prayer:  Ps 72,(75)  

1 Macc 1:1-19   

   

 

TUESDAY 6th 

The Saints and Martyrs of Asia 

Gal 1:13-end  Ps 139:1-9  

Luke 10:38-end  

 

Morning prayer: Ps 73  

1 Kgs 22:1-28  Acts 22:22–23:11  

 

Evening prayer:  Ps 74  

1 Macc 1:20-40   

   

 

WEDNESDAY 7th 

William Tyndale, Translator of the Holy 

Scriptures, Martyr, 1536 

Gal 2:1-2,7-14  Ps 117  

Luke 11:1-4  

Morning prayer: Ps 77  

1 Kgs 22:29-45  Acts 23:12-end  

 

Evening prayer:   Ps 119:81-104  

1 Macc 1:41-end  

  

 

THURSDAY  8th 

Bridget (Birgitta) of Sweden, Mystic, Religious, 

Patron Saint of Sweden, 1373 

Gal 3:1-5   Canticle: Benedictus  

Luke 11:5-13  

 

Morning prayer: Ps 78:1-39  

2 Kgs 1:2-17  Acts 24:1-23  

  

Evening prayer:  Ps 78:40-end  

1 Macc 2:1-28  

 

 

FRIDAY  9th 

Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln, 1253 

Gal 3:7-14   Ps 111:4-end  

Luke 11:15-26  

 

Morning prayer: Ps 55  

2 Kgs 2:1-18  Acts 24:24–25:12  

  

     

Evening prayer:  Ps 69  

1 Macc 2:29-48  

   

  

SATURDAY   10th 

Gal 3:22-end  Ps 105:1-7  

Luke 11:27-28  

 

Morning prayer: Ps 76,(79)  

2 Kgs 4:1-37  Acts 25:13-end  

 

Evening prayer:   Ps (81),84  

1 Macc 2:49-end  

 


