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St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral News
Countdown Issue 28* Feb 2010 7,6,5 ,4,3,2, l Days To Go!

Looking Back, Looking Around, and Looking Forward.

LLooking Back. This is our final Countdown ! We
have shared together much of the anticipation and
preparation of this unique moment in our Church's

story. Space has only allowed to print a few of the
stories that have been told — but here are some of the
familiar faces that you have seen over the last few
months as you have walked this exciting path with us.

LLooking Around. Speaking of familiar faces...
The Revd Bill Marsh is seen often around these parts,
attending to Prayer; Pastoral Care; Visiting; Arranging
Carnivals; Comforting the Bereaved; Never forgetting those
in Hospital. Bill's diligence, love and care for the family of
St Mary's was only deepened by the long period of
interregnum during which he followed Bishop Philip
| as Priest-In-Charge. The Revd Bill Marsh is soon to
be made Canon Bill Marsh, as his love for this flock is
1| recognised and deepened in his licensing as Canon
‘| Pastor on the 6™ March. We were, at last, able to track
Bill down for a little interview for this last
Countdown Newsletter ! Bill said : " Great
T . ~ buildings are outward expressions of the human spirit -- its
aspirations, hopes and fears. The ancient caves 0 Lascaux, the mysterious circle of Stonehenge, the vast pyramids of Giza,
Michelangelo's Sistine Chapel ceiling -- all speak of the human urge to transcend the mundane and commune with the divine. In the
western world, this desire is most comprehensively expressed in the cathedral. St Mary's with the carved stone and the beautiful stained
glass windows awes as much as it inspires. St Mary's to me is a living cathedral -- a cathedral built of people -- the donors who built and
furnished it, the clergy and staff who have so faithfully served, the congregation who have and still worship in it and serve the wider
community, and the visitors who come daily to explore and learn from it, to walk the history or just to sit in quiet contemplation.
As we become Cathedral we are called to the task of sharing life and wholeness in a sometimes broken world. Bringing the gospel of -
sight to the blind - freedom to the oppressed - food for the hungry and love to all. Maybe we have tried during our lives to do this with no
results. We may feel alone like a small boat on an unfriendly sea. Well to me, St Mary's Cathedral is going to ask us all to push our boats
into the deep waters but we must never forget that GHlaly's
Cathedral can | ask in God's name that you share with me the wonderful and exciting possibilities that you in this new chapter.

Looking Forward. As the first cut into the wall for the laying of the Consecration Stone is made — so we look
forward with wonder and anticipation towards the next couple of Centuries ! At the service of Consecration, a unique
appointment is to be made, in perpetuity, at our new Cathedral - the position of Cathedral Kaumatua. The appointment
by the Bishops and Dean of Archdeacon Tikituterangi Raumati as Cathedral Kaumatua denotes the unfolding of a
7| beautiful new chapter. In this new role, Archdeacon Raumati will sit on Chapter, recognising that Tangata Whenua
have a unique place under the constitution of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, Te Haahi
Mihinare ki Aotearoa ki Niu Tireni, ki Nga Moutere o te Moana Nui a Kiwa and under the Treaty of Waitangi.
Cathedral Chapter and the parish Vestry will immediately begin a process of dialogue to determine how Tangata
Whenua will share, on an ongoing basis, in the oversight of this Cathedral Church. Glory to God in the Highest !
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Spotlight On: How we have been deeply blessed in prayer.
The VeryRevdGeoffrey Marshall, Dean of Brecon CathedrdK

At my Installation | preached a few things about what | think a cathedral is for; for good or ill this is what | said:

What is a Cathedral Church for? It is the seat of the Bishop and a centre of worship and mission; other churches have a
seat for the Bishop and they too try to be centres of worship and mission. Like them a Cathedral should be maintaining
a daily pattern of corporate prayer and worship, giving glory to God and holding before him the needs of the Church and

the world, and particularly the Diocese. As a focus TOTr TnHne BIrsnorf
him and a place whereprayer is offered for him. I m sure the Cathedral shoul i
collaboration with other churches and traditions. It must extend hospitality to pilgrims and visitors of every kind. Like other churches too, | believe it
must demonstrate the concern of Christ for the poor. It should be engaging with this town, and with community institutions in other parts of the diocese,
in the complexities of contemporary society and culture, exploring spiritual values with all people of goodwill. As the mother church of the diocese I trust
that it will share with the parishes in every aspect of the Church’

From time to time people associated with cathedrals meet to discuss their joys and fears, their plans and budgets, their musicians and vergers. They say

silly things like: ‘OurfCaehedmual fios rfealehydshiipendlmi'ght recommend
wonder f ulkfing, haforkisst food | might recommend you go to McDonal d’-sfine, but'fod
fantastic flowers | might recommend you go t-dineBotfonaagoot cor@ertrl siighhrscomment yOw
go to St David’'s Hall. ‘ OQur €fng, bu Wrreally sthoagdockad gafes hmighttrecommend yeudget &t oo Cerdiff

prison. WhatisthisCat hedral ' s speci al i t-yuniqueseling goiht@ d ldope\t éslJegque ~ Crucified antFsen. The empty Cross is

even more important than the welcome, the sandwiches, the vase, the anthem and the grounds.

The Very Revd David Tabou, The Cathedral of thdresurrection, Baguio, Philippines

To the Dean-elect, the Chapter, and the Congregation of Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary: Greetings!

For and on behalf of the Cathedral of the Resurrection Chapter and congregation, | would like to convey our
warmest felicitation and congratulations for the most anticipated consecration of the Taranaki Cathedral Church of
St Mary and to the Dean-elect Rev Jamie Allen - its first dean in such a status. This Sunday we are praying for you.
May God continue to shower his blessings to the new cathedral as it continues to respond to the challenges of times

locally and to the whole Communion.

The Very Revd Kennetbavis The Cathedral Church of St. Alban the Marf\8askatchewan

I was intrigued and delighted to receive your letter of 25 January this week. Congratulations to you and the people of St.
Mary’s your new ministry as the Cathedral Church of the diocese of Waikako Taranaki! I was installed Canon Rector of
the Cathedral Church of St. Alban the Martyr and Dean of Saskatchewan on 24 January. As | read our history | am
learning that this parish church had years of ministry before being chosen as the cathedral church. | understand that St.
Mary’s, New Plymouth has had an even longer history of ministry and witness prior to the inauguration of your new
ministry. May God richly bless you and use you mightily in the service of your community, your diocese and our Lord.

2

The Very RevidDon NarrawayThe Cathedral of St Andrew and St MichaBloemfontein South Africa

Dear People of St Mary’s, We have been praying for you and asking God to bless you abundantly as you celebrate the inauguration of

your new Cathedral on Saturday 6th March. We give thanks to Our Lord Jesus Christ for each and everyone of you, and we pray that this
occasion will be a blessing to all. Ephesians 3:14-19 comes to mind when we pray for you. Please pass on special greetings to the Pienaar
family who immigrated last year and have settled in New Plymouth. May they be blessed in knowing Christ and serve him in their life
and work. We will light a candle in celebration with you on this occasion. We enclose a stole which we hope will be worn often in

celebration. May it link our Cathedral family with your Cathedral family.

The Very Rev. John B.Tyrrell, St Cathedral of St Paul, Nicosia, Cyj

Our Cathedral is holding you and your people in our prayers, at this important time in the life of the New
Zealand Church. May you and your work on behalf of your people be richly blessed by our Lord.

Thanks be to God for our Worldwide Communion. How blessed we have been by the prayers of our

brothers and sisters throughout the World. For, though we are many, we are one body.

For Your Prayers.

We have taken each step in friendship
and fellowship with the whole Church
Family. Please pray with us as we
prayerfully explore our mission and
ministry as a Cathedral Church.

Please pray for safe travel for all those who will
make their way to New Plymouth in the coming
few days; and for God's Peace to surround the
intention and the Genesis of this New Beginning.

Let us pray this week with
thanksgiving for all that God is doing
through this moment in His story. May
we be filled with delight to be a part of
this — and bursting with praise !

Almighty God,

We pray with all our hearts that St Mary's Pro-
Cathedral becomes the Cathedral Church that you
would have us be i and that you guide us to order
our worship and our lives in the way that enables us
to fulfil our calling to proclaim the Gospel.

Loving God, we come heavy-laden and we hear
those gracious words, "Come to me all you who
labour and are heavy laden and | will give you rest",
and our hearts are lifted. Here, hundreds will gather
to join in worship. Our offering is not praise alone: it
is our whole selves, joys and sorrows too, and all the
burdens  on our hearts. We trust that Christ
completes joy and heals sorrow, and will give peace
that defies circumstance and reason. And so we pray
for those in need right now: weighed down with
wearying care, consumed by anxiety, submerged in
sadness; all who need to know the healing hand of
Christ in their lives. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

Revd Jamie Allen writes :

At last we see the number of days
to go flick down to single figures !
This is, therefore, our last
newsletter of this type. But this is
not the end of our communication
with you. We will be writing again
soon, with pictures and stories of
the day, and testimony with which
to bless you. We have set up a
Book of Commemoration, in which
we will ask all our visitors during
the Cathedral events to write their
name and message.

Finally — if you have no ticket for
the 6" — but would like to "come
and see" — be assured that you
will be made very welcome. We
have kept seats and will have
standing-room ready for the day —
lots of screens in lots of venues.
Join us if you can. God bless you.




