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February 2010 E Twenty Seven Days To Go!

less than a

...Finishing touches are being méee to plans.In
this issueof Cathedral Countdown, we hear
from someremarkable people :

; -0 g
Mary Vinnicombe
fiThere are two aspects of this momentous occasion
which are the focus for me. Firstly, because | have
such a love for the history of the Church in this
place, I delight that the vision and hopes of four
special people will be realised in what we do on
6th March 2010. Bishop Selwyn, when he acquired
the site for the Church in 1842, could foresee a
growing community in Taranaki. His
determination, with first Vicar William Bolland, to
build in stone gave us the beautiful legacy we have
today. Boll andbés cous
with Bishop Sel wyn, s
Cathedral for a Diocese of Taranaki, but
circumstances prevented the realisation of that
vision. Archdeacon Robert Cole set aside from his
own money, 750 pounds in Trust, in 1913, to form
the base for a Bishop
Trust. (Much has happened to the Trusts since that
time, which is part of another story.) These four
men would be so pleased to see their vision
realised.
Secondly, while the Cathedral should, and will
become a focus for the whole region of
Taranaki é. .those for
focus, and those for whom it is not but whom we
hope to welcome, it will still be our Parish Church,
where, as my family has for four generations, we
will come to worship regularly, commemorate the
special festivals of the Church year, celebrate our
joyous occasions, and gather together to share our
sad times. We should
will still be our place and while some things
change, others are changeable. May God bless us
richly as we take this new, but familiar road.o
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WELCOME, FAMILIES ! We are hoping that many families will,
even now, be planning to streamto T ar a n a k i 0 fsr th€oachsioneotitine

consecration on the 6" March. It will be an occasion to remember with the
grandchildren in years to come !

St Maryob6s Peace Hal foofferithé warmdstef welcames
to Families on this very occasion. There will be yummy refreshments, and some
very special craft work being undertaken, which will, itself, contribute to the
service in a significant way i and will also be displayed in the new Cathedral.
The service will be streamed with audio and big screen facilities T but for those
concerned about keeping children sitting still throughout the service T d o r
worry ! The family-friendly café-style layout of chairs and tables will make for
an excited atmosphere i and one in which a community of worship will form
during the service; where communion will be reverently received; and where we
will worship God in song and prayer.

At the end of the Service, the Archbishop of York and Bishop Sir Paul Reeves
will visit the venue to greet people in person, and to announce the start of the
Carnival ! Time to enjoy a great sausage sizzle; a bouncy castle; face-painting;
horse and carriage; train ride; stalls and games. Carefully keep your
commemorative gift from the day; sign the Memory Book with your message.
Celebrate as Goddés family this ex
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Spotlight On: Dedication, Reconciliatiodourneying
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A Cathedral City 1 the definition of
community maturity.

The dedication of St
and the transformation of New Plymouth to
Cathedral City is an occasion for us all to reflect
on t hi s cachievementsiandy 6 s
challenges within a global context.
The progression to Cathedral City celebrates
New Pl ymouthés coming
from village community to city region, with an
integrated macro-economy in the shadow of
Mount Taranaki.
The dedication acknowledges the efforts and
accomplishments of the many individuals who
have shown leadership and vision over the last
164 years in the name of Christ.
It also remembers the challenges that the region
has faced, and overcome, to become the current
community of faith. S
the many strands of history, ambition, worship
and place that have guided the people of
Taranaki, and in doing so will continue to shape
our future and challenge and inspire our region.
Delivering on that promise will require
leadership, vision, and a considered response to
the community challenges of infrastructure,
education, health, values and ethics within the
context of a Christian spirituality.
I commend all those who, over the years, have
played a part in achieving this goal. |
acknowledge all those who will think beyond the
constraints of bricks and mortar to grow the
Taranaki of the future into a region that holds
values guided and inspired by the Holy Spirit,
and cares as Christ would.
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| have beenasked, A Can you desc
that God is unfolding to you as we share in the
wonderful thing that ld is doing at this time in S
Maryo6s?o0

I understand this short note in response to this
question must look forwards T must be daring T
must be real T must be achievable i but above all
must be Holy Spirit inspired. | find | am drawn to
look once moreatt hose verses i
angelofthec hur ch i n CEphesu
Firstly, I believe we must recognise that St.
Maryb6s has a unique <c
be, a mark of immense importance. (e.g.
COVENTRY CATHEDRAL i FOREGIVENESS
T very powerful, very much of God, but
associated with
word, or overriding theme could be :
RECONCILIATION
Paul describes this so wonderfully in 2 Cor. 5:19
onwards. The challenge, the opportunity, the real
outworking of this vision is right now in our
hands. AiHospi talityo fiHop
journeyo, our Cathedr
Let us offer to the community ALPHA i ELIJAH
HOUSE 1 MAINLY MUSIC i MEALS ON
WHEELS i REST HOME MINISTRY 1
CHI LDREN&S HOLI DAY PR
AFTER SCHOOL CARET YOUTH
INVOLVEMENT 71 all of which and more, aimed
at RECONCI LI NG those
CHRIST to a vibrant caring church community
which mirrors His love and thereby gives us the
opportunity to share the Gospel. Let us not lose
our FIRST LOVE as Jesus says, but exhibit it for
His Glory.

COVEN

For Your Prayers.

We will be taking each step in
friendship and fellowship with the
whole Church Family. Please pray
with us as we prayerfully explore our
mission and ministry as a Cathedral
Church.

Please pray for all those involved at every
level with this historic eventi that God
may grant them the grace tdisten; all

truth and all joy in love for God i and a
really good nightoés

Revd Capt David Pearce mentions our
Cathedral Prayer. Please do make this prayer a
part of your daily offering to God :

Gracious God, you have guided generations of
faithful people, who have gone before us in St
Mary’' s. Encour ag eidefopus e p
now as we become both parish and Cathedral. Lift
our expectations and our trust in what you have in
store for us and for the Bishopric of Taranaki.
Deepen our love, strengthen our unity, help us to
widen our welcome and listen well — so that all
within these walls, and all who pass through will
find Christ’s hospitaldi
journey he leads us on. Hear our prayer we pray in
His name. Amen.

Journeying
In Faith

DeanElect, Revd Jami¢
Allen writes -

God has called us into a
time of change. Change
sometimes feels like loss;
and itdéds har
because change often
involves loss of cherished
habits, routines, special
things to us. Perhaps worse,
to say that something needs
changing perhaps implies
that it was wrong to do it in
the first place. Not so.

When we went on holiday a
couple of years ago, there
was a beautiful pool on our
campsite with a number of
stepping stones to cross. It
is a powerful parallel. The
job of each stone is to get
you to the next one and then
it is left behind. To stay on
stone number one gets you
nowhere at all. And you
candt stand
number four and say it was
wrong to have been on
stone number three. Stone
three actually got you to
number four and,
eventually, stone five will
come into play as well.

Each stone does its job, but
none of them provides a
place where you can stay
for ever. Stopping
altogether leaves you in a
very isolated place.

We must, of course, make
sure we monitor where
wedre going.
t h e faremdrsthan one
way to cross the stream, and
wedve got to
pick the right path - not
merely the most expedient
or the shortest. We are the
pilgrim people of God; on
the way, but not there yet i
God draws us ever on.



