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At Carrie’s funeral on 
21st September, I read this 
resurrection story, and have 
been asked several times if I 
might repeat it here. On the 
face of it, it appears to be a 
story for children; but often 
that’s the way, with parables.

Down below the surface of a quiet pond lived a little colony 
of water bugs. They were a happy colony, living far away 
from the sun. For many months they were very busy, scurrying 
over the soft mud on the bottom of the pond. They did notice 
that every once in a while one of their colony seemed to lose 
interest in going about with its friends. Clinging to the stem 
of a pond lily, it gradually moved out of sight and was seen 
no more.

“Look!” said one of the water bugs to another. “One of our 
colony is climbing up the lily stalk. Where do you suppose she 
is going?” Up, up, up it went slowly. Even as they watched, 
the water bug disappeared from sight. Its friends waited and 
waited but it didn’t return.“That’s funny!” said one water bug 
to another. “Wasn’t she happy here?” asked a second water 

TĒNĀ KOUTOU KATOA - my warmest greetings to you.

t A r A N A K I  c A t H e D r A L  N e W S

A message from
your Dean
I am delighted that our magazine now includes 
some of the story from our bishopric - for your 

prayers, and to share good news. Turn to the centre pages and read on. We are beginning 
to reflect this development in our pattern of daily prayer; focussing our morning prayer 
time primarily on the needs and thanksgiving of the cathedral parish; midday prayer on 
the needs and thanksgiving of our city, and evening prayer on the needs and thanksgiving 
of our bishopric. 

This issue of the Cathedral magazine reflects a season of gathering and cherishing 
memories. During September, we have gathered to remember and honour the Merchant 
Navy and those who lost their lives in the Battle of Britain. Remembrance continues on 11th November, commemorating the 
anniversary of the Armistice that ended the First World War. Finally, at our All Souls Memorial Service (7pm, Sunday 28th 
October) we remember, and light a candle for, our dear ones who have gone before us.

Somewhere between the war memorial at the West of our Church, and the ornate stone 
table at the East, gathers a people, called and commanded to remember. At the back, a 
promise carved in stone that, at the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will 
remember. And at the front, the altar on which remembering is brought into the here-and-
now with the words “Do this in remembrance of me” - bring the memory of Christ alive 
amongst his people.

At the war memorial we are not only reminded of the tragedy of war; but also of all 
suffering. Innumerable tragedies of the world around us; and the griefs and hurts and 
pain of our own lives. And remembering these tragedies in our hearts and our prayers, we bring them voiced and unvoiced to the 
table and lay them down as we say : “Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.” It is 
so vital that our griefs and tragedies are brought to the table; to the altar; to the cross again and again until we have the strength 
and faith to leave them there. To accept the healing that we need and with which God is ready to meet us, with the gift of the 
hope of resurrection. For I am utterly convinced that, although innumerable wonderful things have happened in the history of our 
world - there is one single event only which has made sense of it all - and that is the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

bug. “Where do you suppose she went?” wondered a third. 
No one had an answer. They were greatly puzzled.

Finally one of the water bugs gathered her friends together. 
“I have an idea. The next one of us who climbs up the lily 
stalk must promise to come back and tell us where he or she 
went and why.” “We promise,” they said solemnly.

One spring day, not long after, the very water bug who had 
suggested the plan found herself climbing up the lily stalk. 
Up, up, up she went. Before she knew what was happening, 
she had broken through the surface of the water, and fallen 
onto the broad, green lily pad above.

When she awoke, she looked about with surprise. She 
couldn’t believe what she saw! A startling change had come 
to her old body.

Her movement revealed four silver wings and a long tail. 
Even as she struggled, she felt an impulse to move her wings. 
The warmth of the sun soon dried the moisture from her new 
body. She moved her wings again and suddenly found herself 
up above the water. 

Continued Page 4
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She had become a dragonfly. 
Swooping and dipping in great 
curves, she flew through the air. 
She felt exhilarated in the new 
atmosphere. By and by, the new 
dragonfly lighted happily on a lily 
pad to rest. Then it was that she 
chanced to look below to the bottom 
of the pond. Why, she was right 

above her old friends, the water bugs! 
There they were, scurrying about, just as she had been doing 
some time before. Then the dragonfly remembered the promise: 
“The next one of us who climbs up the lily stalk will come back 
and tell where he or she went and why.”

Without thinking, the dragonfly darted down. Suddenly she hit 
the surface of the water and bounced away. Now that she was 
a dragonfly, she could no longer go into the water. “I can’t 
return!” she said in dismay. “At least I tried, but I can’t keep 
my promise. Even if  I could go back, not one of the water bugs 
would know me in my new body. 
I guess I’ll just have to wait until they become dragonflies 
too. Then they’ll understand what happened to me, and 
where I went.”  And the dragonfly winged off happily into her 
wonderful new world of sun and air.

Speaking of Carrie, I would like to take this opportunity to 
express my family’s deepest thanks to you. I encounter so 
much negativity about the church and Christian people in the 
news and media. But, oh - to see the extent of Christian love in 
action in the response to our loss of our darling Carrie. 
I have been reminded that, to see the glimmers of the eternal 
and wonderful love of Jesus, we need look no further than 
the response of the Church at a time such as this. You are the 
bringers of healing and the bearers of resurrection joy. With all 
my heart - thank you, thank you, thank you. 

Experiencing this; I 
am reminded of how 
vital is every single 
one of the ministries 
from which our life as a 
church is made up. We 
are in the business of 
transformation in God’s 
name. This ministry 

is best expressed as love in action. It requires many parts 
to function and constant generosity of spirit and sacrificial 
giving. 
This magazine is an example of this -- its printing is now 
entirely self-funded - thanks to the remarkable generosity of 
our advertisers. Please don’t forget to review your stewardship 
in this remembering season; we cannot continue to operate 
effectively without more  generosity such as yours.
With thanks, love and every blessing,

Your Dean - Jamie

The Dean’s Message, Continued...

www.facebook.com/taranakicathedral@Naki_cathedral

Love Always Wins
Hello again, doesn’t this come around again quickly?  Not 
only have I been very busy, but you have all been very busy 
too, supporting me. So much support, I decided that this is 
what I am going to focus on in this magazine (to all who drop 
stuff outside my door and I don’t know who you are, I thank 
you and take nothing for granted.) 
I want to tell you about three little girls and how sometimes 
dreams can come true.  These little girls in the afterschool 
care programme don’t have it very easy, they don’t live the 
lives that little girls should live.  When I talked to them about 
their dreams, not an easy concept for them to understand, they 
wanted to dance like every princess. So ballet was decided on 
and yet I knew it had to be just the right teacher who could 
gently encourage these precious wee ones to fly. I spoke 
to Anne Knox, did she know anyone? Yep she did! Chere 
McGregor, she would be perfect Anne said.  Do you know 
what? She has been beyond perfect.  
We now had the problem of sourcing all the shoes etc and we 
had a very small (virtually nonexistent) budget. And through 
amazing God listening people, God’s love has shone on these 
little girls and me.  I have the joy of getting them ready, 
making them look like little ballerinas. Anne takes them 
which is such a great blessing to them and me. I don’t know 
who has provided most of the stuff, but from the very bottom 
of my heart I thank you.  You see ballet is really the side issue, 
what all of this shows the girls is what I say is true; in the end 
love will always win.

So to those of you who 
bake, knit, cook, take 
bread around, help 
garden, help drive, help 
craft, it is you who help 
tip the scales. On one 
side is the life they live 
and have lead, awful 
nightmare inducing 

stuff and on the other, grain by beautiful grain is your love. 
Each small and somewhat fragile and do you know what, 
the balance of the scales moves. So never think an act is too 
small, I often hear “it’s just.” No, it is one more tip of the 
scale, so that love can win. 
So I pray we will all go about our daily battle renewed, for 
love to win we must make acts of love.  God has no hands, 
feet or mouths but our own, nothing is too small if we do it 
with a servant heart. And if you’re in a place where you need 
God’s love, please get in touch 021 0137 8070. 
Thank you and very many blessings. 
Katy
Because of the nature of my work I can’t show you 
photos of the children in either Afterschool care or 
Passing-it-On so you will excuse me for that.



EXERCISE YOUR WILL POWER - REMEMBER ST MARY’S IN YOUR WILL 5

t A r A N A K I  c A t H e D r A L  N e W S

It was a night of joy, remembrance and 
celebration at the cathedral. Saturday 
August 11 saw the staging of ‘Carrie’s 
Concert’, organised and overseen 
by Carrie Allen and her family as a 
fundraiser for CanTeen and the Child 
Cancer Foundation. 

Carrie’s Concert - A Review.

By the end of the evening more than 
$7000 had been collected for CanTeen 
and CCF, and over $1000 for the 
Cathedral’s youth ministry and new 
community playgroup. As a spectator 
the concert was three hours of wonderful 
entertainment. 
Dave Dobbyn was the main act, known 
to Carrie from earlier in the year when 
they met at Starship in Auckland. For 
the opening performances it was great 
to see Devon Intermediate, Frankley 
School, New Plymouth Girls High and 
the Williams School of Dance involved. 
Students in those groups sang, danced 
and performed kapa haka - all of which 
were beautifully choreographed and 
presented. 

The tragedy at Paritutu rock was a 
theme, and a moment of silence and 
prayer was observed for those people 
involved. The stunning rendition of 
‘What a Wonderful World’, performed 
by ‘Three Girls and a yuke’ was equally 
poignant. 

Halftime came and a small bake sale 
was held in the foyer where hungry 
concert goers bought cakes and other 
sweet treats as well as hot and cold 
drinks.
The man of the hour was a delight to have 
perform. Known for his soulful voice 
and awesome stage presence, Dave 
lived up to - and beyond - expectations, 
particularly for those who had never 
seen him live. The performance of his 
hit song ‘Slice of Heaven’ with Carrie 
and friends brought a tear to my eye. 

It was no wonder the concert was a sold 
out event, and I’m sure every single 
person in the pews had a marvellous 
time that night.
*Amelia is an Inglewood High School 
student, who is contributing stories to the 
Cathedral magazine as she considers a 
career in journalism.

Teamwork made the night.
Copious volunteers made the concert 
possible including those who helped set 
up, those who filmed and photographed 
the event and those who packed up on 
the night. Neil Penno, Alan Steedman, 
Sam Whareaitu, Paul Van’t Hoff (Goff) 
from THS Audio provided sound & 
lights, equipment and staging, as well 
as their time.  Dave Dobbyn generously 
stayed behind for a long time after the 
show, signing autographs and chatting 
to concertgoers.

In addition the Cathedral would like to 
thank:
★ Grab A Seat for providing flights.
★ Andrew B. White for designing the 
posters and banners.
★ Sony Music for printing the posters.
★ Karyn and the Bella Vista Motel for 
providing the hotel.
★ Sport Taranaki for supplying AV 
equipment.
★ New World for donating refreshments
★ The Patten School of Dance (who 
lent us costumes).
★ Dave Dobbyn, Ross Burge, Haddon 
Smith, Victoria Girling-Butcher for 
performing.
★ Victoria Girling-Butcher for doing 
the publicity.
★ Lorraine Barry - agent and inspiration. 
Jamie Allen

By Amelia Ritchie

See OUr WebSIte Or FAcebOOK PAGe FOr MOre cArrIe’S cONcert PIctUreS
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One of the aims of Katy Bassett’s 
after school programme at the cathedral 
is to grow minds and life skills.

Now more things are growing in a new 
garden, which is an extension of the 
previous one behind the Peace Hall that 
has been successfully gardened for two 
years. The garden, in the grounds of the 
Vicarage, comes with an initiative to 
teach the children on the after-school 
programme about good food and 
nutrition, and enable their families to 
use this knowledge and the food grown 
to create healthy, fulfilling meals at 
home. 

A system called square metre gardening 
is being used, where each of the eight 
sections is divided into nine so that 
different vegetables can grow in each 
area. The veggies will also be rotated to 
keep the soil at its full potential.

 All the kids got involved, making and 
hammering in the stakes and setting 
the perimeter, while the crew from the 
community Probation Service sorted 
the initial weeding and maintenance. 

Peter Holden and Mary Vinnicombe 
helped with what should be planted 
when and where, says Katy. Much of 
the funding for the garden came from 
HE HA (Healthy Eating, Healthy 
Activities) and other funding came 
from the Maori Health Unit because 

around 90% of the children are of 
Maori descent. This meant it was also a 
great opportunity to teach the children 
about their heritage and culture through 
making a hangi, visiting a Marae and 
learning the protocol with one of the 
local kaumatua. 

The children are to be visited by New 
Plymouth dietician Richard Swinbourne 
who will emphasize the merits of 
healthy eating and teach more about 
cooking and preparing vegetables. 

“We want to help this generation, 
instead of being the ambulance at the 
bottom of the cliff”, says Katy. Once 
the growing is underway and the worms 
have arrived from the worm farm, she 
hopes to not only give veggies to the 
families of the children that help out, 
but to sell them at cathedral events like 
gala days.

A cook book full of healthy and easy 
meal ideas is planned and Katy hopes 
that some families involved will be able 
to contribute favourite recipes. Richard 
Swinbourne will be asked to have a final 
look to make sure everything is correct. 
Katy hopes this wonderful garden and 
programme initiative will be a good role 
model for other communities around 
Taranaki and New Zealand. 

Amelia Ritchie

The beginnings of the vegetable garden in the grounds of the vicarage.

Growing & Nurturing Pukeko 
Playgroup

August saw the start 
of an exciting new 
ministry for our 
smaller fish in the 
form of our weekly 
“Pukeko Playgroup”.  

Suzy, Amelia and I hatched a plan for 
providing a safe place where littlies and 
their mums could come.  

Our aim was to provide hot coffee 
(something of a luxury when you have 
small children!), some yummy home 
baking and a natter for Mum whilst the 
children could explore age appropriate 
toys and interact with other children of 
a   similar age. 

Amelia also provides us with some 
wonderful music and finger rhymes. 
Whilst we are aiming for the 0-4 year 
age group, we have all admitted to 
having a ball playing with play dough 
again…   

We are so blessed to have some cool 
toys and a safe space already so now 
we are enjoying getting to know some 
of the regulars and praying that we may 
have a few new faces too.

Pukeko Playgroup runs on a Thursday 
morning from 9:30-11:30 every week, 
koha is welcomed. We have limited 
spaces however we would welcome 
any new families.

“Come when you can, leave when 
you must”.

Catherine McVey
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From the Registers  ...early-Mid 2012
Burials
Name       Date of Death  Date of Funeral
Dulcie Lillian Antill     14 March 2012 17 March 2012
Moana Gwen Hinton     26 April 2012  01 May 2012
Stanley Peter Lay     11 June 2012  15 June 2012
Pauline Margaret Rayner    21 June 2012  25 June 2012
Rex Charles Palmer     19 June 2012  22 June 2012
Marion Sidney Lane     30 June 2012  12 July 2012
David Charles Baldwin    07 July 2012  11 July 2012
Rona Lillian McDonald    11 July 2012  13 July 2012
Pearl Louise Parr     13 July 2012  19 July 2012
Gladys Emma Stanley    17 July 2012  25 July 2012
Leila Bride Helen Carroll    19 July 2012  25 July 2012
Robert James Street     20 July 2012  26 July 2012
Donald Gilmour Brash    8 July 2012  6 August 2012
Angela Helen Cochran    30 July 2012  2 August 2012
Edward Elliot Riddick     1 August 2012  7 August 2012
Carrie Charlotte Allen     15 September 2012 21 September 2012 

Weddings
Couple      Date of Wedding
Virginia (nee Sole) & Colin Sargeson   25th May 2012
Kristina (nee Rodgers) & John Rule   4th August 2012
Iaroslava (nee Bulavatska) & Daniel Jacobs  18th August 2012

Baptisms
Name       Date of Baptism
Scarlet Anne Knapman    26th August 2012
John William Knapman    26th August 2012
Abby Dowle      30th September 2012
Jai Chew      30th September 2012
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A Tribute to Fraser Barrett
Born in Greymouth, the second son of Henry Barrett the New Plymouth surgeon, 
Fraser always wanted to be a farmer.  He met Irene at the Star Gym dances and they 
tied the knot at St Mary’s in 1963.  Their daughters Lesley and Julie were born in 
’64 and ’67 respectively and they now have 7 grandchildren.
Fraser and Irene started farming at Rahotu for 3 years then purchased their own farm 
at Kelly Rd, Huirangi where they had a small pedigree stud of Jersey cows.  The 
big move came in 1991 when they bought a property on Carrington Road and set 
up a lawn mowing business.  Later they purchased their beautiful home on Lismore 
Street.  They became fully involved in all aspects of the life of St Mary’s; having 
both had a long association with the church.
Fraser had a passion for firewood and chips and has left Irene with enough for about 
5 years!  Boxes and boxes of chips found their way to his daughter in Wellington.
His sporting life was a little different; he spent many happy hours with golf and 
croquet.
At his farewell service at St Mary’s his 7 grandchildren each gave their own 
individual tribute to a very special grandpa/granddad.
[Revd David Pearce]

t A r A N A K I  c A t H e D r A L  N e W S

Our Remembrance...
A Tribute to Brian Bellringer
On Saturday January 18th our St Mary’s Parish family gathered to say farewell to 
a much loved member of of our family and a wonderful friend Brian Bellringer. 
Brian’s deep faith and clear straightforward approach to life marked him out and he 
was an inspiration to many people. When he was first diagnosed with cancer he said 
to me “Bill I know where I am going and I am looking forward to being there.  What 
I am not looking forward to is the process of getting there.”
We thank God that that process was not a lengthy one and that Brian died peacefully 
with his family around him. He was such a committed Christian.  He loved this 
Church and everything about it.  He so enjoyed being part of the consecration as we 
became a cathedral. He was a wonderful supporter of St Mary’s.  His only regret 
he told me with tongue in cheek was that he didn’t get his photo taken with the 
Archbishop of York.
Sadly St Mary’s now say goodbye to this inspirational man.  He was a friend to so 
many and so willing to help in whatever way he could. He became a local body 
politician and he lived to the principles he held dear and those principles were 
a very strong sense of right and wrong. He was never a man to step back from a challenge;  to let something wrong stand 
unchallenged.  He cared enough to act - to take a stand for what he believed was right and the best for people.  He also had a 
rare gift of challenging people to look outside the square.  
He did not suffer fools gladly and would debate furiously some aspects which he felt were not in the best interests of 
the community. Even at the risk of being called stubborn and rather dogmatic. He was an extremely methodical person. 
Very professional in his attitude to people.  He had very high standards of himself and has left us an example of personal 
responsibility and what it means to believe in people and understand what life is all about.  He saw all sides of life and he had 
the courage and strength to help others who did not have that same strength. 
Brian’s message was,  no matter what the world throws at us; no matter what difficulties we face personally or as a 
community, God’s Love prevails. Brian, many have been inspired by your courage and your so wonderful faith. May you rest 
in peace and rise in glory. 
[Canon Bill Marsh]
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A Tribute to Biddy Carroll
Leila Bride Helen Carroll (Biddy), 28 May 1912 – 19 July 2012. Born before the 
First World War. As a teenager she watched the Napier Earthquake happen from 
the front lawn of the family home on Napier Hill.  She moved to New Plymouth 

to train as a nurse as soon as she was old enough and received the Gold Medal for 
the highest marks in the country when she qualified.

With a friend she travelled to England to work as a nurse and there she met her 
future husband who was serving in the Merchant Navy.  Virtually straight after 

the marriage he had to return to sea and his ship was sunk by the Germans in the 
Pacific.  For several years she didn’t know whether he had survived.  Reunited 

they moved to Darwin but were evacuated from there ahead of a devastating 
tornado.  Returning to New Zealand they brought up their two children.  As a 

widow she settled in New Plymouth where her younger sister lived.
Interested in everything Biddy and Gill were active members of the congregation. 
My most vivid memory of them is as members of the Gardening Group, stalwart 

workers and their sense of humour 

greatly enjoyed.  They retired at ninety! They were dusters of the church till about the same time. 
Energetic Biddy then served in the Stop In shop and what a delight she was to have there. 

She was still doing a shift once a fortnight till a few weeks before her death.
  

As this year began, the 100th birthday loomed large and her children prepared a celebration including family from around 
the world of four generations.  What a joyous gathering this was.  It was followed by other groups who wished to honour her 

century. Stop In, Tainui and the Registered Nurses Association all paid their tributes. Barely two months later after a short 
illness she slipped away peacefully. Caring nurse, loving wife and mother, intrepid traveller, with a wicked sense of humour 

and bubbling personality. An inspiration of a life.
[Margaret Lovell]

A Tribute to Shirley Sparks 
At Shirley’s funeral held here in St Mary’s on 6th March 2012, Shirley’s son Colin, 
speaking for himself and his sister Shona,  summed up their mother’s life with two 

words: “She cared.” That was the essence of Shirley Joan Sparks. She was taught 
to put others before herself and her whole life reflected that teaching. 

Shirley was a hard worker, caring for her children, moving to find work, always 
going the extra mile. Many of us have been part of Shirley’s network over the years 

and may well have been on the receiving end of Shirley’s caring nature. She did 
not mind what she did, from being on the cleaning roster at St Mary’s to being on 
the team which ran the Saturday Luncheon Club for many years before attending 
these as a participant herself, enjoying the fellowship over a home-cooked meal. 

When eventually it was time for her to find a smaller home here in New Plymouth, 
she became part of the Tainui Village community but continued her association 

with St Mary’s as a member of the AAW. She regularly attended the 10am Sunday service with her daughter 
Shona and for years they brought elderly or infirm people to the 10am service in the Ironside vehicle. Though not 

young herself, Shirley’s focus was on helping those with less mobility or sight, to find a comfortable spot at the 
front of the church and only then would she find a seat for herself. Shirley was also a valued member of the 

Association of Anglican Women and put their ideals into action by looking out for her neighbours in the chalets and doing 
errands for those who were unwell. At Tainui  Shirley was also known for her involvement in a host of activities including 

newspaper reading, volunteering at Ascot, keeping the knitting group on task, running the Tainui Friday shop 
with characteristic enthusiasm and humour, and very helpfully setting up and clearing away after the church services held 

at Tainui each week. She was always willing to help; she encouraged those whose lives were a struggle, and she was a good 
friend. Shirley faced her death with courage and with the confidence born of her faith – she knew she could trust herself to 

God, and that as she walked ‘the valley of the shadow’ she was not alone. Her life of service here on earth may have come to 
an end, but she is remembered with affection and gratitude for all that she did and for who she was: 

‘Well done, good and faithful servant.’
[Sue Pickering]
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As the Diocese of Dunedin considers its future it is looking to Taranaki for ideas 
on how to build a stronger, more viable organisation.  Bishop of Dunedin, The Rt 
Rev Dr Kelvin Wright has written openly of the “crisis” his diocese is confronted 
with.  Its geographical area is large, stretching just north of Oamaru down through to 

Southland. There are 30 parishes that between them own 60 churches.
The bishop writes a regular blog or diary, accessible to all through the Internet.  

His site is called http.//www.vendr.blogspot.co.nz

t A r A N A K I  c A t H e D r A L  N e W S

Quarterly Focus On Our Bishopric.

Dunedin crisis outlined
In a June post he wrote plainly of the 
situation after first issuing a letter to 
ministry units and clergy.  The Otago 
Daily Times covered the issue in a 
comprehensive news article. 
In Bishop Wright’s letter he detailed 
how the diocese was two years out from 
a crisis and must restructure to become 
sustainable.

“For many years, the diocese has been 
in decline on any parameter that could 
be named ... attendances, numbers of 
families served and the real level of 
giving have all been steadily dropping 
over the years to the point where sev-
eral of our parishes are on the very edge 
of ceasing to exist altogether,” he said 
in the letter.

The economic crisis had resulted in a 
drop in investment income which may 
have sustained the diocese, and despite 
paring the diocesan budget back “as 
hard as we dared ... we have not been 
able to balance the annual budget”.
The Anglican diocese had become “so 
starved of resources” it could not do 
what parishes required of it and was, 
in its present form, “at the point of col-
lapse”.
The diocese had been in decline since 
the 1960s, like other mainstream 
churches, but it was the Christchurch 
earthquakes which prompted recent ac-
tion.  The 60 churches in the diocese 
all had to be inspected for earthquake 
strengthening, at a cost of between 
$1500 and $4000 each.
Insurance for its buildings had also in-
creased about 60%.

Some buildings had already been in-
spected and work for one was estimated 
at $200,000, which the parish would 
have to pay.
“Where is that going to come from?
“We’ve got to ask the hard questions. 
These people go to church for spiritual 
and social reasons. They did not sign up 
to be the custodians of historical build-
ings,” he said.
The diocesan council was reviewing its 
operations and all roles and positions 
were “open to re-evaluation” although 
there was no threat to positions at the 
parish level.
He said it was not time to panic but the 
church would need to move quickly as 
it would be irresponsible to solider on, 
as is.  Financial reserves would sustain 
things as they were and the diocesan 
office would continue with its current 
level of service.
A restructure, already underway, would 
see church clusters co-operate by sup-
porting smaller clergy between them.
There were other positives such as 
healthy congregrations, including the 
growth of several.  Extraordinarily tal-
ented people were already working for 
the diocese; there were fine buildings 
within its boundaries and the church 
had a long established and well respect-
ed public profile. “We have the Holy 
Spirit present with us and we have not 
been abandoned by God”.
Two immediate tasks for the Diocese 
were to pray and to arrange for the in-
spection of public buildings in order 
to determine what, if any, earthquake 
strengthening was required. A presen-
tation on this is to be available at the 
synod in September.

This was an opportunity to restructure 
as a “once in a lifetime chance” to re-
build the diocese to better serve the 
modern Church, wrote an invigorated 
Bishop Wright.
Later, after that intial letter, he wrote 
that the response from his church was 
calm, commited and even, on occasion, 
enthusiastic.  “One senior priest wrote 
to me, jubilant that at last someone 
had admitted that the emperor has no 
clothes.”
Bishop Wright visits in 2010
In March 2010, during the lead up to the 
consecration of the Taranaki Cathedral, 
Bishop Wright was in Taranaki.  Back 
then he wrote of a change in the Bishop-
ric. “… use whatever nifty theological 
word you like: resurrection, redemp-
tion, revival, they all seem to fit. It’s not 
the place it used to be and I mean that in 
the nicest possible way.”
The region was “humming” and it was 
“inspiring to be there,” he says. 
At the heart of the activity was the Bish-
op’s Action Foundation, says Bishop 
Wright, describing the organisation as 
“a sort of Nanny McPhee to the volun-
tary sector.”
It didn’t dash in, take over and lecture 
folk but helped volunteer groups make 
connections, draw people and money 
together and gently expanded “peoples 
ideas of what is possible.”

Amongst its role was helping organisa-
tions find appropriate funding agencies, 
people who could help market their 
idea, and research and evaluation. “The 
result is a multiplication of the ener-
gies of the province’s voluntary sector, 
and lots and lots of stuff gets done.” 
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Later in the year it will make use of 
BAF’s research expertise to inves-
tigate the feasibility of a similar or-
ganisation in Otago and Southland. 

The Taranaki model in 2012
Reflecting on Bishop Wright’s 
comments, Bishop of Taranaki, 
Philip Richardson, says BAF is 
about trying to support and re-
source what already exists in the 
community.  Most of those groups 
remain independent of BAF but it 
acts a little like the region’s eco-
nomic development agency Ven-
ture Taranaki, although instead of 
fostering economic development 
it fosters community development 
and builds the capacity of people 
within.  One example is the youth 
support centre, Waves.  BAF has 
worked closely with its leadership 
around building good governance 
and good structure.

Regionalisation, the other aspect of Taranaki’s revitalisation highlighted by Bishop 
Wright, began in 2004-2005.  After a careful process of consultation, rural Taranaki 
was organised into north-eastern, central and southern regions with a regional dean 
in each and a regional council with two representatives from each parish.  The coun-
cils have the oversight and are responsible for “big ticket stuff.”

One interesting aspect is that each region has co-operating churches including some 
with no Anglican component.  The structure is quite different from anywhere else 
in the country at a number of levels, and is becoming increasingly known as the 
Taranaki model.  Its intention is to be more mission and more community focused, 
as well as help churches work together to be financially sustainable.  “Any way in 
which Taranaki’s learning and new ways of doing things can assist the Diocese of 
Dunedin is to be encouraged and any partnership developed will bring two-way 
benefits,” says Bishop Richardson.

t A r A N A K I  c A t H e D r A L  N e W S
 Not all of BAF’s work was religious but 
there was plenty of explicitly spiritual 
stuff going on as well.  “I think it is im-
portant, though, that developing the ser-
vice part of the equation came first, 
because as people get helped, the dio-
cese has the satisfaction of living in the 
example of Jesus, and because there is 
something whole and helpful and Gos-
pel centred at it’s heart, it is united and 
invigorated. This is what inspires me.” 
 
While he didn’t think Dunedin could 
merely copy the work of BAF, it needed 
to think about the general principle 
of finding a Gospel core which derived 
from its unique environment and drew 
on the skills of its own mix of people.
“From Taranaki, I will take the lesson of 
expanding my preconceptions of who, 
exactly, constitutes our skill base.
In addition, the region’s model for reor-
ganising rural ministry was also useful. 
He concluded: “I will carry away the 
knowledge that small size, aging demo-
graphics, lack of money and geographic 
isolation are NOT what defines the 
Church of Jesus Christ. It is the Holy 
Spirit who does that. And the Holy Spir-
it seems to....well.... blow wherever the 
Holy Spirit pleases.”

Bishop Wright returns in 2012
Shortly after the hard-hitting news from 
the Dunedin diocese, Bishop Wright re-
turned to Taranaki this year.  The visit 
was a pre-planned but timely one. Bish-
op Wright wrote that his purpose was to 
see at first hand the pattern of regionali-
sation which had evolved in the Bishop-
ric of Taranaki over the past few years. 
Dunedin had just started the process and 
learning from its northern cousin might 
save years of trial and error. 
 
He also talked, once again, of the work 
of BAF and says it had been good to re-
acquaint himself with its work, as well 
as introduce it to others in his diocese.
“So I arrived, the leader of about 30 
parishes and the possessor of not very 
many resources. What we saw was not 
so much a set of  projects to be copied, 
as an example of what can happen when 
people think laterally and are open to 
whatever the Holy Spirit puts before 
them.”  He says there are some immedi-
ate applications of Taranaki’s methods 
as Dunedin shapes its emerging regions.  
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Our Great Cathedral Gala on 22 September 2012 
was so very blessed this year with fine weather! What a 
difference it makes to have the sun shining, and we all had 
beaming faces to match. With only six weeks to prepare for 
this event we were running from the “get-go”, and I was 
grateful that most of the team leaders and their wonderful 
teams returned to be on duty once again. 

We did not need to have any Gala meetings as they all knew 
how it would happen based on previous years’ experience. 
We are so lucky to have such a great “Team Cathedral” with 
everybody working together for the cause! The Thursday set-
up team arrived at 9am and many of them were there, still 
smiling, as they swept up and tidied the hall two days later 
after the Gala had finished. You know who you are, I think 
you are absolute treasures, and I love you dearly for making 
it all happen.

All of our stalls looked wonderfully inviting: Hot Pots 
smelled tantalising; baking looked delicious; jams were 
jewel-like; cuppa & slices consumed; sausages scoffed; books 
browsed; garden plants grabbed; Kids Zone raided; bric-a-
brac, furnishings, kitchen, special treasures all perused with 
delight; large furniture items marvelled at & all sold; electrical 
goods seized; raffles rushed; Stop-In swamped; and we were 
all cared for and fed by the lovely ladies in the Mothers’ 
Union team in the kitchen. This year we welcomed aboard the 
Denney team, with Pam as “Mistress of the Emporium”, and 
John, organiser of the Silent Auctions. They took on this task 
with great flair & imagination, ensuring that our larger items 
of furniture and better goods were displayed with panache, 
and they were rapidly sold.  

When we start to plan a Gala there is a goal, many, many 
requests for help and for donated items, and an expectation of 
what might probably be donated to us, but – and sometimes 
right up until the evening before - we do not know exactly 
what will be brought to us to sell, so this whole event is based 
on trust, faith and lots of prayer. And it works, 100%! 

There was another dimension to our Gala this year, as with 
sad hearts we all journeyed with Dean Jamie and Suzy, Danii, 
Katy and Roxy as they said a public farewell to their precious 
Carrie the day before the Gala, with a very beautiful service 
in the cathedral. She will be with us henceforth from her 
resting place among the trees, the birds and flowers. I was told 
that a tui, a piwakawaka (fantail) and three butterflies were 
in attendance as Carrie was laid to rest that day behind the 
church.  

Great Cathedral Community Gala !
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An innovation this year was Bruno Egli in a different role, as 
“EFTPOS MAN”. In his amazing hat (designed & built by his 
clever Kathi), Bruno made many trips over the road with our 
customers to the Eftpos machine in the Hatherly Hall – a huge 
contribution to the financial success of the Gala as so many 
people do not carry cash these days. 

Gala day dawned fine and calm, and as the bunting & balloons 
went up; the gazebo erected on the street front for Tony & 
his ‘Tumbleweed team’ (in full cowboy regalia) to cook their 
delicious sausages; the strains of music drifted out as Michael 
put up the players; the workers on the stalls arrived; the kitchen 
was revved into action again; the hot pots sent forth delicious 
aromas; the stage bloomed into excitement as the Kids Zone 
team swung into action – all a huge buzz of excitement as 
all of our hard work culminated in the hall & lounge full of 
workers and stalls ready for the customers and our punters 
lining up outside. Anne started us off with a prayer, the doors 
were opened – and we were off to a great start!

I want to pay a tribute to the most amazing group of people I 
work with. With them - nothing is too much trouble; problems 
are surmounted; solutions are found. Love abounds in plenty. 

FYI – at the time of writing this note, (the day after the Gala), 
Ross Smith reports that we took over $6000 and more is 
trickling in from late sales, which is a truly amazing amount. 
Please accept my sincere thanks to each one of you for your 
loving contributions and efforts. Roll on Gala 2013!  

Eirene.

Kids’ Corner
How Are Your Attitudes?

Galatians 5:22-23

Would you rather be around a joyful person or an 
angry person? Would you rather have a friend who 
is kind or who is mean?

It's always nice to be with a friend who is patient, 
good, and faithful. It hurts when someone is bad to 
us or breaks up a friendship.

How can we be the right kind of friend to other 
people, including our own brothers and sisters, and 
our parents? by having the right attitudes. these 
attitudes are listed for us in Galatians 5:22-23: 
"the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control."

Do you know why these attitudes are called "the 
fruit of the Spirit"? because the Holy Spirit helps to 
grow them in our hearts!

BibleWise

Taken from Amazing Mazes for Kids by Steve and Becky Miller, copyright© 1998 and published 
by Harvest House Publishers, Eugene, OR. Used by permission.

can you find your way to all the fruit of the Spirit?
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Soroptomists Donate
The Soroptimist International New Plymouth Club was 
delighted to present a cheque for $1750 to help with the after 
school programme, run in the Peace Hall lounge every day.
Members of the group handed the donation to Dean Jamie 
Allen in June.
The funds were raised at a successful Soroptomist breakfast 
held in the summer, in which Television One Breakfast and 
Sports presenter, Toni Street was the guest speaker.
Soroptomist spokesperson Kathy Glass says the after-
school programme is an excellent initiative that impressed 
the group because it provides regular help and support for 
vulnerable children every week day after school.  Dean 
Jamie’s delighted response to the cheque included a cake he 
baked himself. 
After handing over the cheque and meeting with Dean 
Jamie, the group identified practical, ongoing ways its 
members could help with the after-school programme such

 as transport and reading support.
The Soroptimists have also been working in the community in other ways. The group hosted seminars presented by Donna Swift 
on girl bullying that were titled Cliques, Crews and Catfights.  They have also contributed to a project, which is designed to 
improve the lives of mothers and babies, particularly in Papua New Guinea. 

t A r A N A K I  c A t H e D r A L  N e W S

The most highly-awarded 
company at the 2012 
New Zealand Pride In Print Awards

We share our success with our customers. 
Contact Debby Aston to fi nd out how GEON 
can partner with you on your next project 
and bring your business success.

mob 021 819 631 | email debby.aston@geongroup.com

GOLD 
MEDALS

HIGHLY COMMENDED AWARDS

www.geongroup.com

the cathedral magazine printing and production costs are entirely funded through the generosity 
of our sponsors. A bIG thank you to each one of them for making this publication possible.

Soroptimist International New Plymouth members, from left: 
Kathy Glass, Helen Silcock, Dean Jamie Allen, Diane Flowers 

and President Judith Bennett
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What a joy and a 
privilege it is to 
serve the people 
of this cathedral 
as its Organist and 
Director of Music. 
None more so than 
accompanying the 
various acts of liturgy 
that take place each 
week. 

From the small and intimate service of Holy Communion on 
Wednesday morning, to the majesty of the Choral Eucharist 
on Sunday, each liturgy provides me with an opportunity to 
explore a wide range of repertoire that suits each occasion. 
How truly blessed am I in being given this responsibility.

My work is made so much easier by the wonderful pipe organ 
that I have to play. Since arriving in January I have enjoyed 
every moment of practice and performance on this instrument, 
built by a leading pioneer of New Zealand organ building, 
George Croft.

At 107 years of age, the organ continues to play very well, 
but is in need of constant maintenance on top of the regular 
quarterly tuning visits made by South Island Organ Company. 

The donations made at the monthly lunchtime organ recitals 
certainly do assist with the regular expenses of caring for this 
significant instrument – a true musical gem to the people of 
New Plymouth. 

To all those who have attended, and even given more than 
the suggested “gold coin” donation, the Dean and I thank you 
sincerely.

In his Encyclical on Sacred Music promulgated on the Feast 
of the Nativity of Our Lord, 1955, Pope Pius XII wrote:
“Among the musical instruments that have a place in church 

the organ rightly holds the principal position”.

How true is this within our stony walls of Taranaki Cathedral! 
One of the many joys that I have in walking into the cathedral 
each day is being met with the wonderful façade of the organ 
case as you walk down the South Nave. Although in much 
need of cleaning, the stencilled pipes still do glisten in the 
light. The Pontiff goes on to say:

“It [the organ] adds a wonderful splendour and a special 
magnificence to the ceremonies of the Church. It moves the 
souls of the faithful by the grandeur and sweetness of its 
tones. It gives minds an almost heavenly joy and it lifts them 
up powerfully to God and to higher things.”

This is my prayer for all those who hear the organ at each and 
every liturgy that is offered at Taranaki Cathedral; no matter 
how small, no matter how grand.

Praise him with the sound of the trumpet, praise him with 
the psaltery and harp. Praise him with the timbrel and dance, 
praise him with stringed instruments and organs. Praise him 
upon the loud cymbals, praise him upon the high sounding 
cymbals. Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord.
Psalm 150:3-6

Christopher J. Luke
Organist & Director of Music

2012 Cathedral Concert Series
Lunchtime Organ

 Recital Series
18 October • 15 November • 20 December;

beginning at 12.15pm

Pahu (Part 2)
Fraser Bremner, percussionist
Friday 19 October • 7.30pm

Bible Society of New Zealand Concert
Sunday 11 November • 2.30pm

Trevor & Betty Bremner • Madrigal Companie
The Plymouth Ensemble • NPBHS Saxophone 

Quartet

Cathedral Handbell Ringers
Wednesday 21 November • 1.45pm

For more information : 
06 758 3111 • 

music@taranakicathedral.org.nz
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From the Organ Console
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The Taranaki Cathedral 
Church of St Mary Stole

The design for the Taranaki Cathedral stole is based on two 
significant plaques. The first is the ceramic plaque which was 
designed for the General Synod of 1992, held in Hamilton, 
at which the new Constitution of the Anglican Church in 
Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia was ratified and 
signed. This represented the green fields of Taranaki and 
Waikato, disected by the Waikato river and overlooked by 
Mount Taranaki.

The second is the Shield of the Waikato Diocese, from 
which were taken the three stars of the original New Zealand 
Diocese and waves which might represent the river, but 
which in the case of the stole are interpreted as the waves 
which wash the shores of both regions.

The shape of the cross at the back of the stole is taken from 
the carved stone crosses which are placed on the ridges of the 
Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary. The Stole has been 
designed and made by Pamela Darney and Mary Vinnicombe.

The photo shows work in progress on the Stole which will be 
a gift from Taranaki Cathedral to the new Dean of St. Peter’s 
Cathedral, Hamilton. It is being made in “Hunter Green” 
silk. The cross of St Mary will be placed at the back of the 
neck and will be stitched in silver kid leather.

Pamela Darney
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Meeting in The Shack
Dean Jamie writes : The Shack is a 
Christian novel by Canadian author 
William P. Young, a former office 
manager and hotel night clerk, 
published in 2007. The title of the 

book is a metaphor for “the house you build out of your own 
pain”, explains the author, or for “the places you get stuck, you 
get hurt, you get damaged...the thing where shame or hurt is 
centered.”
The book went largely unnoticed for over a year after its initial 
publication, but suddenly became a very popular seller in the 
summer of 2008, when it debuted at number one on the New 
York Times paperback fiction best sellers list in June. Its success 
was the result of word of mouth promotion in churches and 
Christian-themed radio, websites, and blogs. As of May 2010, 
The Shack had over 10 million copies in print, and had been at 
number one on the New York Times best seller list for seventy 
weeks. (Culled from The Shack’s Wikipedia page!)

Reception
There has been much, deep controversy over the book. In his 
“Doctrine” series, Mars Hill Church pastor Mark Driscoll 
criticized The Shack for presenting a non-Biblical view of the 
Trinity including the use of graven imagery, goddess worship, 
and modalism. Evangelical author Chuck Colson wrote a review 
called “Stay Out of The Shack,” in which he criticizes the 
attribution of “silly lines” to characters representing the three 
Persons of the Trinity, and the author’s low view of scripture.
Theologian Randal Rauser has written a generally sympathetic 
guide to The Shack in his companion volume Finding God in 
the Shack (Paternoster, 2009). 
There are many views - for and against! But very few who are 
strictly ambivalent!

Discussion
For a short course this Winter, a group of well over thirty of 
people met and discussed the book at St Mary’s. Have you 
read it? Personally, I read “The Shack” as a priest, as a father 
of daughters, as a person encountering grief in a new way. As 
a parable, I have seen the book open people’s hearts with a 
liberation and hope in their search for God, in a truly wonderful 
way. The book centres on the lead character’s struggle with God 
following the tragic death of his daughter. Our group explored 
the book in discussion, and reflected on a whole raft of faith 
questions which the book raises - which is, I believe, one of 
its key objectives; not to offer a systematic theology of some 
kind - but to stimulate God-talk, and to gift the reader some 
deep reassurance about the abundant grace and love of God the 
Holy Trinity.
Amongst our searching questions, one that many resonated 
with was based on the quotations, “If you couldn’t take care of 
Missy [the child who had died], how can I trust you to take care 
of me?”, and, “Trust is the fruit of a relationship in which you 
know you are loved.  Because you do not know that I love you, 
you cannot trust me.” Our reflection was that it can be hard to 
trust God if our personal experience is beset with tragedy.  It 
is true to say that genuine love of God matures only when we 
genuinely trust God. How, then, can we build that trust?

The Shack
Where to from here?
Deep questions such as the above, do not deserve facile or 
simplistic answers. We talked a little of our experience and faith 
journeys, and were very blessed by one-another. We appreciated 
that being ‘church’ means being part of a community where 
this kind of conversation must be embraced and valued - and 
not eclipsed by administration or fundraising! We are to be that 
resource for one-another, our city and our diocese. We yearn 
for a closer walk with God - and for our neighbour to enjoy that 
too. So - encourage one-another in God-talk over coffee next 
Sunday - or perhaps join one of our home groups, or ask the 
Dean to start a new discussion group! 

But, when there are no easy answers ??
As a cathedral church, we offer ourselves as a place for the 
community to gather in celebration, or in lament. When tragedy 
strikes us, or others, we can very easily become too trapped 
in “God why don’t you fix it” to listen to the truth that God’s 
fixing it may be to share in it. Not to take it away. There are 
some sufferings which have to be borne in this world; there 
is no escape card. Sometimes, we can find hope in the most 
unexpected of places : lament. 

So, what is lament?
Lament is perhaps something our culture in general and 
our church is not too good at; no longer is it familiar to the 
experience of most Westernized, modern Christianity … and 
we are all the poorer for it. In the face of anguish, suffering, 
grief, and despair, we are inclined to relieve the discomfort of 
others, by trying to offer some sort of comforting explanation 
- even a hackneyed platitude (eg, “Everything happens for a 
reason.” Does it? What about domestic abuse? Cholera?) Well-
intentioned as we may be, we seek to ‘say’ something, perhaps 
even something good, but in the end skip over the experience of 
anguish, suffering, and grief altogether. 

A Lament in The Book of Lamentations or in the Book of the 
Psalms could be described as a cry of need in a context of crisis 
when Israel lacks the resources to fend for itself. Or, more 
simply, appeals for divine help in distress. Biblical laments, 
too, often have a set format: an address to God, description of 
the suffering/anguish from which one seeks relief, a petition 
for help and deliverance, a curse towards one’s enemies, an 
expression of the belief of ones innocence or a confession of 
the lack thereof, a vow corresponding to an expected divine 
response, and lastly, a song of thanksgiving. Have a look 
through Psalms 3 and 44 - examples of an individual and a 
communal lament. 

At the end of our discussion-group time, we sat down and wrote 
some laments together. It was a very worthwhile exercise. Why 
not give it a try? One of the laments written at The Shack group 
will be published in the next magazine.

In the meantime - if you’d like to talk through any of this - 
please get in touch with me. Copies of the book are available 
for sale at the Welcome Desk ($16) - or I’d be delighted to lend 
you a copy. 

Lovingly, Jamie
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New 
Cathedral

Administrator

Ronelle Henn is the new 
kid on the block as part of 
the cathedral administrative 
team. Her job includes a 
range of tasks such as office 
admin, invoicing, creating 
rosters and generally “being 
the dogsbody”. 

Originally from Cape Town, South Africa, she and her 
family moved to Hawera four years ago and relocated to 
New Plymouth for her husband’s work. She worked in a 
similar job in Hawera and feels blessed to be able to have 
gained a fulfilling and people-orientated job. 

“Working with people is like the drawcard- it’s my 
favourite part of the job”.   Ronelle has two kids, Madison 
and Damian, aged eight and six. She enjoys socialising 
with family and friends and getting close to nature such 
as being on the beach or mountain, or in the garden in 
her spare time. “My family is the most important thing 
to me.”

Amelia 
Ritchie
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Pearce Citation
An extraordinary couple – who would 
maintain they are very ordinary – 
received an extraordinary honour this 
month.
David and Jen Pearce were presented 
with a letter of recognition and a 
rare Diocesan crest by the Bishop of 
Taranaki, Philip Richardson.  The 
honour, given at the 10am service 
on September 9, recognised their 
partnership and faithful commitment to 
serving God for many decades.
Bishop Philip joked that he had asked 
different people to contribute to the 
letter of citation, but there was so 
much detail that the print font had to 
be reduced in size.  “We ended up with 
so much [information] that we couldn’t 
really do it justice.”
David came to ministry later in life, 
being ordained at 65 after the couple 
returned from Africa.  They were first 
in Somalia before time in Sudan and 
Tanzania where they demonstrated 
deep compassion for helping those with 
ongoing struggles.
Among the couple’s other achievements 
was work with the Church Army, 
involvement in and leadership of St 
Mark’s Lepperton, Holy Trinity church 
in Fitzroy and Brooklands Co-operating 
parish in New Plymouth.  
In 2004 David became chairman of 
the New Plymouth Christian Leaders 
Network. He has worked with the 
Prisoners Aid Rehabilitation Service 
and most recently in restorative justice.  
Both he and Jen ran Alpha courses, 
bible studies, help with the cathedral’s 
after school and holiday programmes 
and do Meals on Wheels. For the past 
two years they have been key drivers 
behind a contemporary worship service.
The couple have a shared ministry 
and Bishop Philip acknowledged that, 
saying the letter was unusual in that it 
was addressed to both Jen and David.
He said their commitment to God was 
“inexhaustible” and was explained by 
their unconditional love in action.
* The letter of recognition came from the 
Diocese of Waikato and Taranaki and 
from both Archbishop David Moxon, 
Bishop of Waikato, and Bishop Philip 
Richardson, Bishop of Taranaki 

Sarah Foy

Support for Youth
She’s been doing it for eight years but Diana Lawrence is still amazed by her 
programme’s ability to change lives. Diana is co-ordinator of SeasonsTM  New 
Plymouth, a grief and loss peer support programme for youngsters aged between 
5 and 18 years. “It’s magic - absolutely.  Hearing the feedback is the best part, we 
realise that all the effort is so worth it.”

SeasonsTM is a nationwide programme with a co-ordinator each in New Plymouth and 
Central Taranaki.  Children and young people attend the nine-week programme at a 
participating school or after-school.  Volunteer adults, who are called Companions, 
facilitate the weekly sessions. 

Diana began the programme in New Plymouth in 2004 along with Rev Debbie 
Garrett, vicar of St Chad’s in Westown. Each school term three or four programmes 
are run, helping about 65 adults and children a year.  Nearly 400 people have been 
through SeasonsTM  since 2004. Children often start the programme reluctant to talk 
and share feelings but leave feeling more positive, says Diana. Children say things 
like “Seasons helped me because people listened or it helped me keep my feelings 
under control or get over my grief by talking about my Mum or Dad.”

Last term Diana ran a programme for adolescents and this is an area she hopes 
to expand into.  Comments from those students were similar: One student said 
“Seasons helped me to be more open, another said it helped me by realising I’m not 
alone.”

Adolescence can be a difficult time and dealing with grief can seriously impact 
on a young person’s self esteem and long-term coping skills. Parents of children 
attending the programme say things like: “It helps people deal with problems when 
they think it’s the end of the road” or “She is talking about how she is feeling, she 
seems more accepting and understands it’s okay to feel sad.”

One long-standing Companion is cathedral parishioner June Moseley, who’s 
been involved since 2004.  One of the major benefits is children learn they’re 
not alone.   “They learn there are others in a similar situation. Through that, new 
friendships can be formed,” says June.  In her sessions students create a deciduous 
tree, allowing them to talk about the seasons it goes through and the ways in which 
it remains beautiful.

“The tree is still itself just like they are still themselves, 
what ever part of the [grief] cycle they are in.”

Children attending SeasonsTM  are provided with a journal to take home; during the 
one-hour activity based sessions they work through a structured programme.
 
*SeasonsTM  New Plymouth and SeasonsTM  Central Taranaki are run by management 
committees.  In Stratford the co-ordinator is Judy Wood. The organisation is always 
looking for support.  People can train as Companions by attending a weekend 
workshop or make donations to the programme.  For details contact Diana 
Lawrence on 0277 033 769 or newplymouth@seasons.org.nz or Sarah Foy on 
sfoy@xtra.co.nz

Seasons  TM was brought to New Zealand  in 1997 by the Waiapu Anglican Diocese. 
Here in Taranaki it’s now a service of the Bishop’s Action 
Foundation (BAF) run under the umbrella of the Waiapu 
Anglican Social Services Trust Board. It is a non-religious 
programme.
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WHO tO AND HOW tO cONNect

taranaki cathedral
church of St Mary
37 Vivian Street
New Plymouth
Phone (06) 758 3111
admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz
www.taranakicathedral.co.nz
www.facebook.com/TaranakiCathedral

The Bishop of Taranaki:
The Right Revd Philip Richardson

Kaumatua:
The Venerable Tiki Raumati

Dean’s Warden:
Ross Smith
06 758 4194

People’s Warden:
Lesley Lowe
06 759 4104

Dean:
The Very Revd Jamie Allen
027 557 7257
dean@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Sunday Family Worker:
Suzy Allen
021 910 367
suzy@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Vocational Deacon:
The Revd Annie Baigent
annie.baigent@gmail.com

Community Family Worker:
Katy Bassett
021 137 8070
family@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Cathedral Development Officer:
Alastair Crombie
cdo@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Assistant Priest:
The Revd Bruno Egli
021 081 72239
brunoegli@ihug.co.nz

Cleaning & Maintenance:
Craig Grey
027 8254 905

Administrator:
Ronelle Henn
admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Associate to the Dean:
Anne Knox
027 6444 755
atd@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Director of Music:
Christopher Luke
027 560 0338
music@taranakicathedral.org.nz

PA to the Dean:
Carolyn Manuel
06 758 3111
deanspa@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Canon Pastor:
The Revd Canon Bill Marsh
027 3064 567
bmarsh@xtra.co.nz

Communications Officer:
Verity Pasione
info@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Assistant Priest:
The Revd David Pearce
(06) 758 3303

Assistant Priest:
The Revd Lance Riches
027 662 2060

Vocational Deacon:
The Revd Gloria Williams
(06) 753 4050
dgpriorw@clear.net.nz

Diary of ServicesOur Sunday Services :-
•	 8am Quiet service of Holy Communion - with a cuppa to follow on the 1st Sunday of the 

month
•	 10am Choral Eucharist - with music from the Cathedral Choir. Refreshments (including 

home baking!) are served after this service; a creche and a Sunday School (Faith Crew) 
welcomes children. On the last Sunday of the month, this is a service of Family Communion 
- with special involvement from children and young people.

•	 5pm Evening Service - is either Evening Prayer with Hymns; Light & Learning; Choral 
Evening Worship; Sacred Space or Choral Evensong. See our website for more details

• 7pm Informal Service of Praise and Worship - held in the Hatherly Hall and is a lovely 
friendly group waiting to welcome you for a time of less formal worship

Our Weekday Services :-
• Morning, Evening and Midday Prayer - is held every weekday, at 8.30am, 12pm and 

5.15pm - why not make one of these service part of your regular pattern of prayer? Come 
and intercede with us for the work and ministry of our Diocese, and for the needs of the 
community, both near and far.

• Tuesdays at 7am - Bishop’s Eucharist
• Wednesdays at 10am - Quiet Communion from the Book of Common Prayer
Special Sundays :-
7th October    10am Our Annual Pet Blessing Service - All creatures great and small - you are 
welcome to gather, with the humans, at the cathedral; to give thanks, and lift your voices to God!
7th October 5pm : Service of Light and Learning - Good Grief. Dean Jamie will share a 
unique resource this evening...a collection of miniature bronze  heads - highly expressive  - born 
as a reflection of an English sculptor’s (Jean Parker)’s own experience of cancer & bereavement. 
Jamie will reflect on personal / ministry experience of loss, and how this resource can offer some 
healing and hope.
28th October     7pm : Our All Souls Memorial Service - you are invited to come and light a 
candle in memory of your loved ones, at this simple, peaceful service.
4th November 10am Eucharist - Visiting preacher, Bishop Samuel Azariah, Moderator of the 
Church of Pakistan
4th November 5pm Sacred Space - A service of quiet contemplative worship
11th November 10am Parade Service for Remembrance Day
2nd December  5pm Advent Carol Service
16th December 5pm Nativity Musical

...and many, many more who 
sustain and nourish, lead and listen, 
serve and pray.

Interested in booking 
a baptism? Great! 
Please contact Suzy Allen 
to plan the service.


