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A message from
your Dean

T A R A N A K I  C A T H E D R A L  N E W S

Have you noticed how often a 
gift describes a relationship? 

The “mix” CD with just the right songs on it.... the ring, those red roses.... that basket of 
muffins.... the card where “Mummy” is spelt out in wobbling letters in pink for the very first 
time.... that little object which cost only $2, but is somehow exactly perfect - and will be treasured for always... the cleaned 
out car.... the tidy room.... the wood stacked neatly in a pile.... the favourite dinner, cooked just right! It is no wonder - since 
our every experience depends upon God’s gift of this creation for humanity to protect and to enjoy. A gift conferring shared 
ownership - not the exclusive property of any individual or group - the agape love in which the Church was first born. In 
Luke 1:39-55, Mary sings out to God with praise for “Filling the hungry with good things”, and “Sending the rich empty 
away”. She expresses the nature of God as giver, and of the relationship between giver and gift.
From where I stand, particularly at the communion table, I am often literally moved to tears by the utterness of people’s 
response to God expressed through gifts lovingly given. It is a deep, deep privilege to wonder at this kind of movement of 
the Spirit - and in thanksgiving for this, the theme of our magazine this quarter is this :

Giving thanks for Giving
Our cathedral is a hub of giving. Its very existence springs from the eternal gift of Jesus the Son to this world (John 3:16) 
and of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost by which the church was born (Acts 2:41ff). There are so many ways in 
which people give, in response to God from whom all things come. Naming just five of those :

1: Through Worship
Two scenarios from this week : 
In the first, surrounded by the music 
of the organ (making the very 
floorboards buzz) - a gathering of 
several hundred are lifting up their 
voices and hearts in worship. In 
the other are two people sitting in 
quiet harmony in the chapel, silent 
together, offering their half hour 
to God during our Morning Prayer 
service on a chilly Tuesday morning. 

The natural response to a growing 
awareness of God’s all-encompassing 
love - is worship. In Matthew 
Chapter 6 we read, ‘Do not store up 
for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust consume and 
where thieves break in and steal; but 
store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
consumes and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.’ 

The most beautiful gift of our life 
may indeed be our worship. A gift 
which is unending, good for the 
environment, requires no wrapping 

paper or money spent! It is a gift 
which we offer not just in churches, 
but gazing up into a starry night - or 
into the eyes of a newborn (or not so 
newborn) - or at the boundless energy 
of the sea, crashing by the coastal 
walkway - or at the sight of Maunga 
Taranaki or the Awakino Gorge.... Or 
in a thousand thousand other places 
that we journey, physically and/or 
spiritually.

2 : Through Time and Talents
Sunday, 24th June - at our 10am 
service - we will see this form of 
giving showcased. Not to be missed. 
A snapshot of our community’s 
generosity of time and talents.

In the context 
of that Sunday 
Eucharist, we will 
be giving thanks 
to GOD for the 
many many groups 
which comprise our 

Cathedral community.
It is difficult to quantify this - 
indeed the list of those groups 
alone (ministries such as Welcome 
Desk; Sidespeople; Afterschool 
Programme Team; Flower Guild; 
those who cook and clean...) fills 
up a sheet of A3. 
We have invited these groups to 
be represented and for one person 
from each to come forward during 
the service. That person will carry 
forward a symbol representing their 
ministry. Mop & Bucket. Frying 
Pan. (And that’s just the office!). 
Mark 8:27-38 expresses that it is in 
taking up our cross and following 
Jesus that we will find fullness of 
life - not as the world sees - not 
being ashamed of Jesus - but in 
losing our life through service.

Continued Page 4

TĒNĀ KOUTOU KATOA 
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3 : Through responding to 
those in need

I am writing this letter seated in a 
wheelchair, in which I am spending 
forty hours to support the World 
Vision 40 hour famine this year. 
I am rapidly coming to understand 
a little better the challenges that 
face those with reduced mobility in 
an ordinary day. Reaching things, 
squeezing between furniture and 
through small doorways... Those 
aggressive door closers, which 
slam them again before you can get 
through!
And how about slopes and hills. I 
hardly even noticed most of them 
until now...  Meet a person in a 
wheelchair - and you will have been 
blessed to encounter a person of 
patience and humbleness. 
But it is the response to the 
sponsorship form - the degree of 
giving to those who are the neediest 
which is still more profound 
experience.
People are just always ready to give 
- sacrificially. And this is not just 
financially. Food; clothing; blankets. 
It reminds me of Isaiah 58:1-12 in 
which we learn that the fast God 
requires involves material and 
financial support of people in need.

4 : Through the unexpected

God does not require perfect gifts. 
Gently and wisely, James 1:17-27 
reminds us that every generous act of 

giving is itself a gift from God. We 
have seen some remarkable examples 
of ‘random acts of kindness’ over 
recent times. That might entail :
- Arriving at 4.30am to cook a pig on 
a spit during our Weekend of Prayer
- Setting up seating for a meeting just 
about to start
- Staying up all night to pray
- Labouring hard for weeks to 
produce accounts that are accurate 
and detailed
- Typing in endless entries from 
church registers so these can be 
accessed
- Offering a gift of food to a family 
for whom times are hard
- Being sufficiently self-disciplined 
actually to pray, not just to promise 
to!
In 2 Timothy 1:1-14 we read that God 
gives us true treasure: Faith. I reflect 
on this passage as I give thanks for 
the life of a person who epitomised a 
walk of faith in the role of a deacon 
- The Revd Graeme Clark. How we 
give thanks for the life of Graeme; 
may our love for him translate into 
giving of a new kind for his family in 
their journey of grief.

5 : Through financial support

Our cathedral community is growing 
and growing through the ministry 
of a team the capacity of which St 
Mary’s has not enjoyed for many 
years. All around us we see the signs 
of new growth which are the fruits of 
this extended ministry. 

This is only possible through 
sacrificial financial support of the 
mission and ministry of our church. 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 reminds us 
that The Kingdom of Heaven is more 
valuable than everything we own, 
put together. 
Here, I also want to acknowledge 
particularly those who have given 
to us by way of bequests. It is a 
selfless way of giving, in deep, deep 
trust, which brings glory to God. We 
have been blessed with several such 
gifts. Thank you - thank you - thrice 
thank you -- there are some families 
reading this who will know just how 
much this applies to their loved one. 
Especially now I would like to 
acknowledge a legacy from Bruce 
Alp - whose devotion to His Lord 
was expressed through the way he 
lived as well as his own store of 
God-given wisdom. Bruce’s bequest 
to this parish is enabling 
- The furtherance of the pastoral 
ministry which he believed in so 
vitally (and shared in as a lay minister 
for many years of his life)
- The attention to critical elements 
of deferred maintenance of this 
beautiful house of prayer - keeping 
it standing and warm for the next 
generation
- The installation of proper sound 
amplification equipment in the 
church - which will make it possible 
for all people (including those who 
rely on a hearing aid loop system) 
- to hear clearly what is being said 
(another matter about which Bruce 
was very passionate). 

Rest in Peace, Bruce - 
and rise in glory. 

All giving lifts our gaze to the one 
from whom all things come - our 
Creator God. Alleluia!

Lovingly,
Jamie

The Dean’s Message, Continued...
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Questions & Answers
A regular spot for our 
magazine -- this is the 
place to ask that burning 
question of the Dean. 
This quarter, they are all 
about liturgy and worship 
- but feel free to branch 
out into theology; life, the 
universe and everything!
Email your question to 

info@taranakicathedral.org.nz
Q : Please explain all the ceremony around 
the Gospel reading on Sundays?
The Gospel is read from the nave, to symbolise the 
proclamation of the Gospel to the people of God -- literally, 
the Gospel is brought in-amongst us - and is not read from a 
distance. The procession begins with “The Gradual Hymn” - 
not to be sung slowly, or gradually (!) - but originating from 
the Latin, “gradus” - a step. In our early history as Church, 
this was always a full psalm, rather than a hymn - and it was 
chanted from the chancel step. Nowadays, we can think of it 
as the hymn that is sung as the Gospel is brought down the 
steps, in-amongst us. The Gospel provides a living picture of 
Jesus for us - so we stand (as we are able) in respect, love 
and honour. My liturgy professor used to emphasise not so 
much that we ‘have to stand’ for the Gospel - but that we ‘are 
allowed to sit’ for other parts of the service!

Q : Why three services of prayer every week 
day? Isn’t one enough?
The “Daily Office” - morning (8.30am), 
midday and evening prayer (5.30pm) - is at 
the core of our life here. It is our heartbeat 
- and reflects the monastic tradition of 
prayer throughout the day... although it 
is little enough by comparison - the full 
Benedictine monastic cursus of hours in the 
West looked like this:
Vespers (at the end of the day)
Compline (when going to bed)
Vigils (held during the night)
Matins (at sunrise)
Prime (during the first hour of daylight)
Terce (at the third hour)
Sext (at the sixth hour)
None (at the ninth hour)
Vespers (at the end of the day)
As a cathedral church, the thrice daily 
pattern of prayer gives us the opportunity 
to remember the parishes of our diocese 
intentionally by name (with the aid of our prayer calendar). 
It is both symbolic of and an aid to the scriptural command 
to “pray without ceasing.” Its constant round of Psalms and 
Scripture gives us food for our journey - hearing them read 
aloud helps them to soak into our spirit - almost by osmosis. 
Our daily prayer is a sign to the world that prayer is something 
we cherish - and it is deeply formative to us as Christians. 

Where we see so much division on the one hand, the pattern 
of daily prayer is something that unites us. Across the world, 
as we pray, literally millions are doing likewise, with the same 
lectionary of readings and psalms. I am often reminded that, 
even if the prayer-leader is the only person present for the 
service - it is still the church gathered - and present with 
such a cloud of witnesses - with angels and archangels - and 
our Risen Lord Jesus.
Lovingly, Jamie

Since our March magazine, life in the parish continues at quite 
a pace. Many events have taken place during this period which 
included the solemn time of Lent followed by the joyous festive 
period of Easter when we celebrated the Resurrection of our Lord. 
All services were well attended. The dawn service during which 
the Paschal Candle was lighted from a fire outside the cathedral 
and then processed into the darkened building signifying the 
bringing light to the world was very moving. Following this 
service a breakfast was served in the Hatherly Hall. At the 10am 
service the Flowering of the Cross took place and the beauty of 
this occasion is reflected by the exclamations expressed by the 
congregation as the Cross was raised.
The Stewardship weekend held over the weekend 31 March to 
1 April was a time of celebration as well as a chance to display 
aspects of the Parish’s involvement in the community. Anne Knox 
gives further information about the weekend in the “Stewardship 
Weekend” article on page 13.
On the Sunday we were able to partake in a French breakfast of 
croissants, pain au chocolat and baguettes. We are very grateful 
to New Plymouth New World for their generous donation of this 
food.
On the property front you will have all noticed the improvement of 
the state of the grounds. We are indeed fortunate that the corrections 
department has agreed to have a work party come to the cathedral 
grounds on a regular basis to assist with the grounds maintenance. 
The old rubbish dump up on the Cherry Walk has been cleared, 
the weeds in the graveyard removed, Vicarage frontage and Robe 
Street side tidied up.
There has been the usual number of repairs carried out on the 
premises including the replacement of tiles and downpipes 
damaged in the last wind storm. The question of leaks in the 
Vestry and Sanctuary are under investigation. To make the toilet 
facilities more accessible to those in wheelchairs and the more 
frail members of the community we have removed the hydraulic 
door closers from the entrance doors to the toilets in the Hatherly 
Hall.
We are pursuing an initiative to have the cathedral floodlit, and 
have received some generous sponsorship for this. It is hoped to 
have this in place by the end of the year. In addition to this, we 
have been donated some pre-loved lighting standards for placing 
in the cathedral grounds. These will be placed alongside the 
footpath leading from the Lychgate on Brougham Street towards 
our Robe Street drive. We hope that with this additional lighting 
the incidents of vandalism will be very much reduced.
The combined Chapter and Vestry meet every two months and are 
working through policies for the Parish and Bishopric of Taranaki. 
Focus Groups have now been formed and these groups will be 
looking at specific aspects of the cathedral life. These Groups have 
the power to co-opt other members with the necessary skills for 
that individual Group’s task. We trust that if you are approached 
you will prayerfully consider accepting the invitation. If you 
would like to volunteer – please speak to Dean Jamie, or to Anne.
On behalf of the Parish we would take this opportunity to thank 
all our parishioners and members of the community both local and 
overseas visitors, for their continued support. Your support is most 
encouraging to us.
God bless you all.
Lesley Lowe                              Ross Smith
People’s Warden                                Dean’s Warden
P.s. I take this opportunity to wish Lesley and Keith a relaxing and 
enjoyable overseas holiday.       Ross

Wardens’ Report
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I am in the wonderful position of having so much news I 
am not sure how to get it all in this article. I see my job as 
a “go-betweener”. I go between the cathedral community 
with their love and take it to the community who need it. 

The groceries given on a Sunday morning and left outside 
my door go straight to those who can’t feed themselves 
or their children. It is always a short term solution in part 
of a long term plan to help people get back on their feet. 

People who have been very hurt don’t want words, they 
want actions. Also here we are blessed to be able to 
do that. Many sheets, blankets, beds etc have gone out 
to those who are trying to get it right this time.  I can’t 
describe what a privilege it is to be alongside people when 
they make themselves so incredibly vulnerable, owning 
their past so that they can do things differently and make 
changes.

We are so blessed in this tough economic climate to be 
able to offer the afterschool programme, the passing-it-
on project and offer the holiday programme the way we 
do with picking kids up, feeding them, clothing them. I 
take none of this for granted; it couldn’t happen without 
the totally amazing people of God : those who volunteer, 
those who donate and fundraise. You have no idea how 
much you matter.

Of course, me being who I am, I do tend to dream big. I 
would very much like to offer gardening support at some 
of the children’s homes. I just need some fantastic garden 
gurus who can regularly commit some time. Sounds like 
you? Please get in touch. My other idea is to be able to 
give hand-knitted baby clothes to new mums. They are 
part of the passing-it-on project, wool provided, willing 
hands required, please pray is this you?

I do realise that there might some of you reading this, and 
you or your family need some of this help, it is yours too.  
I can promise you total confidentiality, one of my names 
here is the “Keeper of Secrets” and it is that for a very 
good reason. Please get in touch. I know the man from 
Galilee and His anchor holds promise. Thank you and 
very many blessings.

Katy

P (06) 758 3111
C (027) 0137 8070
E family@taranakicathedral.org.nz

T A R A N A K I  C A T H E D R A L  N E W S

The Gift of Giving
Don Frank attended a week away for seniors 

at Te Rau Aroha Camp at Waihi Beach. 
He writes about the experience.

The camp is situated across from the main road at Waihi 
Beach.  The beach is a lovely stretch of white sand, 
extending about eight kilometres from the southern end 
of the Coromandel Peninsula to the northern entrance to 
Tauranga harbour at Bowen town. The camp has recently 
been upgraded and a fulltime caretaker appointed.  
Accommodation is not five star but it is clean and 
comfortable with separate rooms for married couples.  
The cost was $140 for a week and we were also expected 
to contribute to the food and help with the chores. A local 
lady was employed to cook the evening meal.

This year over 30 people attended, mostly from Waikato.  
I was the only Taranaki rep. Inevitably in my age group 
the majority were ladies.  Two were in their nineties, 
but still quite spritely, and one lady told me it was the 
25th time she’d attended.  The camp was organised by 
Beverley Berwick. She made sure the programme ran on 
time, although there were still plenty of chance to do your 
own thing.  You were not required to attend every session.

The daily programme included morning and devotions, 
bible sessions led by the camp chaplain, games and 
excursions to different parts of Waihi.

Casual accommodation is available at the camp. It would 
be good to see more people from Taranaki using these 
valuable facilities.  If you are interested, the caretaker’s 
number is (07) 863 5834.

Seniors’ Retreat
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The Flower Guild
For 21 years Raewyn Wolfe and her band of ladies have 
brought beauty and fragrance to the cathedral.
She began as convenor of the St Mary’s Flower Guild in 
1991 although knows that she took over from a long line of 
talented florists.
Her job involves co-ordinating the team of eight that 
includes herself. Each pair of ladies does the flowers once 
a month.  They create arrangements for three areas in the 
church including the big vase by the Eagle, from which 
readings are made.
There’s skill in their arranging.
“It’s about knowing things such as the correct balance, 
knowing how high to put the flowers in, how wide and 
what to use so they will last,” she says.
During special occasions such as funerals or weddings a 
family may ask the ladies of the Guild to do the flowers.  
They might have a special request: Ribbons and flowers 
along the aisle or a garland by the old entrance.  If that’s the 
case, more than two will be involved.
Each of the Guild members is responsible for sourcing the 
flowers and greenery for their Sunday.  They’ll pick from 
their own gardens or, in the case of a special occasion, buy 
flowers in.
Sometimes it’s a challenge finding floral delights and 
from June on, they tend to use silk flowers. Each Friday or 
Saturday the ladies begin their work.

“I’ll go in about 9 or 9.30 and it can take anytime up until 
lunchtime,” says Raewyn.  The previous week’s flowers 
need to be emptied and the vases cleaned. It’s likely that 
the day before they have also picked or bought flowers in 
anticipation.
Raewyn says there are certain themes, often relating to the 
church calendar. At Easter, for example, they stick to white 
and gold flowers and foliage.
Creating beauty with plants has long been in her blood.  
Raewyn used to arrange the flowers in the chapel at St 
Mary’s in Stratford while a student there.
“It comes from my mother and grandmother – they had 
lovely gardens.”
Raewyn’s granny, Ngawai Baker, was a religious 
lady.  “She was someone who taught us, along with 
my own immediate family, our Christian beliefs.” 
Raewyn studied nursing after leaving school and once she 
married husband Neil Wolfe, went about creating her first 
garden at Lynmouth Heights.  The couple now lives in Fillis 
St, where their garden has regularly featured in the region’s 
rhododendron and garden festival.  This year, after a break 
away, they’re back in the festival for its 25th birthday.  And 
while Raewyn has always grown plants she can pick for 
floral artistry, she’s experimenting a lot more with different 
leaf forms to see which ones work well together.
The Flower Guild is happy to have new members on board.  
Experience or knowledge is not a requirement although it 
does help.  People are also welcome to make donations.

by Sarah Foy

Left to right: Virginia W
ells, M

argaret Young, Raew
yn W

olfe and Beverly Arm
strong
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“Music is a holy place, a cathedral 
so majestic that we can sense the 
magnificence of the universe, and 
also a hovel so simple and private 
that none of us can plumb its 

deepest secrets.”
Don Campbell, The Mozart Effect
How incredibly powerful this quote 
is for many of us. Throughout my 
life I have been transported many 
times to another place of heightened 
sensitivity and emotion where the 
music I am performing, or even 
listening to, has had an overwhelming 
effect on me and, I have no problem 
in admitting, even to the point of 
tears. I wonder how many times you 
have been moved by the music you 
hear or play?

Many people will know of the 
extraordinary circumstances that have 
been presented to the Luke family in 
2012. To be separated since January 
has been an incredible challenge for 
all of us, but more importantly for 
my beautiful wife Amelia, and our 
gorgeous daughters Bethanie, Elliana 
and Lucyanne.

There have been times of despair and 
sorrow where the end to our separation 
just didn’t seem possible. But as I 
write this article now, their move to 
New Zealand is now in full swing. By 
the time you actually read this, they 
will be here in New Plymouth and 
enjoying this incredible city and the 
many wonderful people that it has. 
Your support and prayers over this 
time have been greatly appreciated. 

Thanks be to God!

It has been a pleasure to work with 
the Cathedral Choir throughout this 
year. I have taken them on a “roller-
coaster ride” of what I expect of them 
as choristers of this cathedral as well 
as developing the overall sound of 
the choir within the many aspects 
of Anglican liturgy that we hold so 
dear to our hearts. In particular the 
singing of the Evening Canticles 
and the Psalms to Anglican chant at 
Choral Evensong.

I thank everyone for the positive 
comments that have been made. 
Although it is wonderful to hear 
these directly, it is important that 
you pass them on to the choir 
members themselves, so I invite you 
to do so. They are making excellent 
progress and I come away from our 
Wednesday evening rehearsals full 
of energy and enthusiasm. However, 
there is still plenty more to do!

In April, we successfully launched 
the Lunchtime Organ Recital Series. 
As the driving force for the 2012 
Cathedral Concert Series, these 
recitals have had immediate success 
within the community with 86 
people attending in April and 118 in 
May. This is extremely encouraging 
and it is my hope that it will continue 
to bring people into the cathedral on 
the Third Thursday of each month, 
beginning at 12.15pm. 

It has already attracted people who 
were first time visitors to our spiritual 
home. This is an incredible outreach 
to our community so I encourage all 
those who have attended a recital 
to invite a friend, a neighbour or a 
family member to one in the future. 
And if you haven’t come yourself 
yet, I look forward to meeting you 
soon.

From the Organ Console
These recitals are also an avenue 
to give our musicians in Taranaki 
a chance to perform, particularly 
the youth of our community who 
are always in need of performance 
opportunities, especially as they 
prepare examinations for school or 
other music examination bodies. 
What better place for this to happen 
than in our very own cathedral where 
I know each audience will be an 
incredibly supportive one.

Eventually the recitals will be 
supported by visual equipment that 
will allow the audience to be up 
close and personal with the organist 
and see exactly what is going on 
with their hands and feet! With the 
assistance of our technically minded 
and experienced people within our 
own community, this will soon 
become a reality!

Please see the advertisement on 
the opposite page for all the dates 
of the recitals to take place in 2012 
as well as other upcoming concerts 
and services. A gold coin donation 
will help support the ongoing 
maintenance and restoration of our 
pipe organ that is a true musical 
treasure to this cathedral church and 
this cathedral city of New Plymouth.

Christopher J. Luke
Organist & Director of Music
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2012 Cathedral 
Concert Series

Lunchtime Organ Recitals
Third Thursday • 12.15pm

19 July
16 August

20 September
18 October

15 November
20 December

Gold coin donation

2012 Cathedral Concert Series
MAGNIFICAT

Choral and Organ music for the 
Blessed Virgin Mary

Madrigal Companie under the 
direction of Paul Cooke

Christopher J. Luke, organ
Sunday 19 August 2012 • 2.00pm

Admission: $15

Evening Worship Service
Third Sunday • 5.00pm

An evening liturgy with visiting 
musicians

15 July – Plymouth Ensemble
19 August – Ars Nova Choir

16 September – St Mary’s 
Diocesan School Choir

21 October – The Tenners, Sacred 
Heart Girls’ College

18 November – The Devon Hotel 
New Plymouth Brass Band

Every year we are 
privileged in New 
Zealand to have a 
long weekend to 
celebrate the Queen’s 
birthday. Such an 
opportunity could not 
be ignored this year 
however as Queen 
Elizabeth celebrates 
her diamond jubilee.

A service of celebration to mark the diamond jubilee was held at Holy Trinity 
Anglican Church in Fitzroy on Monday June 4th 2012. This was an opportunity 
for Anglicans from around the region to join together and acknowledge 
this very significant occasion. The Venerable Tricia Carter, Archdeacon of 
Parininihi coordinated the service which had representatives from the other 
parishes, including the Cathedral, taking part. 

A reflection on a life of royal service was given by the Revd Deborah Garret 
from St Chad’s Parish.  The service concluded with the prayer of thanksgiving 
which was written for the diamond jubilee at royal request .  It  has been used 
at all formal Anglican celebrations of the jubilee  around the commonwealth  
during this special year.

God of time and eternity, whose Son reigns as servant, not 
master; we give you thanks and praise that you have blessed 
this Nation, the Realms and Territories with ELIZABETH, our 

beloved and glorious Queen. 
In this year of Jubilee, grant her your gifts of love and joy and 
peace as she continues in faithful obedience to you, her Lord 
and God and in devoted service to her lands and peoples, and 
those of the Commonwealth, now and all the days of her life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The  service of celebration was followed by an afternoon tea, which had a 
particularly patriotic theme. Flags of different nations and bunting, streamers 
and balloons of red, white and blue, decorated the hall for a traditional street 
party feel. This evoked many memories of previous street party events to mark 
both the coronation and other royal milestones. 

A display of royal memorabilia, donated by locals for the day, showed the 
variety of things people have treasured over the sixty years. There were 
coronation mugs, scrapbooks of royal visits and, of course, 
lots of photographs. The children present were excited 
about the Queen and were stunned to hear that some even 
remembered a king. Traditional afternoon tea fare was on 
offer including cucumber sandwiches, Devonshire teas and 
cup cakes with patriotic themes. 

A right royal time was had by all!

A Royal Affair

Diamond Jubilee Celebration 
 

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee is to be marked  
with a special “Service of Thanksgiving”  

followed by an afternoon tea and  
‘street party celebration’  

at Holy Trinity, Fitzroy.   
 

There will also be  a display of memorabilia, and photos 
which span the 60 years of the monarchs reign. 

 

Come along and celebrate together!  Bring your friends!   
 

Monday 4 June 
2.30pm 

afternoon tea  
at 3pm 

All welcome! 
 

Celebrate an event that won’t happen  
again in our lifetime! 

 
     A gold coin donation would be welcome 
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Alastair Crombie has filmed famous people, worked in 
Africa, run his own production company – now he’s at the 
cathedral. He’s been Cathedral Development Officer for 
over three months, and in the newly created job promotes 
the use and profile of the cathedral and its facilities.  
In addition, he assists and co-ordinates fund raising 
initiatives linked to the development of the buildings.

It’s a big role because of challenges around issues such as 
earthquake insurance for public buildings and the future 
of historic buildings, given controversy surrounding 
Christchurch Cathedral. Yet he’s genuinely excited and 
believes he contributes a range of skills and experience in 
the part time job.

“I  have  done a lot of hands-on work with making films and TV 
commercials.  I wanted to become more strategic in my work.” 
 He grew up in Hamilton; started work as a TV cameraman 
and then worked for TVNZ before taking up a post with 
BBC Scotland.

His varied career has seen him filming Bishop Tutu and 
Margaret Thatcher, working as director of photography 
for the first Rugby World Cup in 1987 and making TV 
commercials for World Vision. He and wife Maureen met 
on a trip to Africa for World Vision. They married and 
spent three years working and travelling in countries like 
Rwanda, Liberia, Angola and Somalia.

Returning to Auckland in 1998, he established his own 
production company, Trailblazer Pictures before moving, 
nine years later, to another communications job. This 
time it was a comms position with the NZ Police where 
he studied as well as working part time. Alastair and wife 
Maureen moved to Taranaki last August when Maureen 
took up a job at New Plymouth District Council as the 
corporate strategy & policy manager. They say they love 
living here, and believe there has been a sense of ‘calling’ 
in the move to a region they knew very little about.

A Developing Role St Mary’s Mothers’ Union
80th Birthday Celebration!

A very happy event took place on May 2 at the Cathedral 
church of St Mary in New Plymouth. Current and 
previous members gathered to celebrate 80 years since 
the inception of Mothers Union in the parish. Bishop 
Philip, supported by two of the Taranaki Archdeacons,  
began the festivities, leading a service in the church and 
mentioning members who had held national office over 
the years. He spoke of the aims and how the St Mary’s 
group fulfilled them in the local community. 
Guests then moved to the Hatherley Hall where Pamela 
Ferry welcomed everyone, especially Muriel Abraham 
who had come from Auckland,  and Nancy who had come 
from Wellington to bring her mother Nola Rush. Pamela 
also welcomed our National President, Rev Iritana 
Hankins, who had travelled south with her husband.
Iritana and Jean Cameron, one of our oldest members, cut 
the birthay cake which had been baked by Carla Brown 
and iced by Janet Wheeler. Pamela Hart read from the 
original minute book the details of the establishment of 
the group in 1932, and told of the first banner. 
One of the current members, Margaret Lewis, was proud to 
tell that her mother had been an inaugural member. Iritana 

spoke about her 
new role as National 
President, and then 
guests enjoyed a 
delicious afternoon 
tea, drinking from 
fine china. A display 
of memorabilia and 
photographs inspired 
conversation about 
previous celebrations.

Pam Hart
Reverend Iritana Hankins, Provincial 
President of the Mother’s Union of 
Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia 
(left) and Jean Cameron (right).
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Archdeacon Tiki Raumati has held the 
role of kaumatua at St Mary’s since its 
consecration as a cathedral in March 
2010. He tells Sarah Foy about his 
upbringing and his association with 
the church.
Tiki recalls: “At school they might 
have taken one look at me and shaken 
their heads.” One of 18 children he 
was number 15 in the family. He is 
a great-grandson of Parihaka prophet 
Te Whiti O Rongomai, now widely 
regarded for his pioneering ideas of 
passive resistance. But there was little 
appreciation at that time of Te Whiti’s 
teachings.
Tiki didn’t start school in Urenui until 
the age of 12 and jokes that he went 
to eat his lunch. Part of the reason for 
his delayed start lay with his father’s 
deteriorating eyesight. “My father was 
blind but he wasn’t blind all his life.  
We had two families.  The family that 
grew up with him having his eyesight 
and the family that grew up when he 
couldn’t see.”
Tiki became his father’s eyes, travelling 
with him into New Plymouth, guiding 
him in and around streets and homes 
that Mr Raumati senior knew so well.
“Although my father was blind he 
knew a lot of people, and had a lot 

of dealings with people and he never 
stopped even though he went blind.  
People used to say ‘you see more than 
the ones who have two eyes.”’
Some of Tiki’s family including 
aunts like Ivy Papakura lived on the 
waterfront; he recalls gathering paua 
and kina at the shoreline as well as 
seeing the trams that ran through New 
Plymouth city.
As a teenager Tiki attended Waitara 
High School. While his mother was 
a churchgoer at the Anglican mission 
church in Waitara, Tiki wasn’t 
interested.
 “A lot of people say ‘you must have 
been a very religious fella’ and I say 
‘no way, I would rather have had a 
fight and a feed because I was a pretty 
rough fella.”
Tiki’s Dad died when he was in his 
early teens and it left him in limbo.  
He remained at high school – a place 
he didn’t rate highly - before leaving 
to work at the local freezing works.
However, some of his purpose in life 
seemed lost. “I was the kid that was 
left behind to look after my Dad until 
he died.  In the end the change [in my 
life] came when I lost him and my 
mother was so good to me.”
One day Tiki went into the Maori 
mission church in Waitara.  He recalls 
being attracted by the sound of the 
bells and then got chatting to Vicar 
Cameron Manga who’d spied the 
newcomer.
At the time Tiki was contemplating 
joining the police force because he 
had a desire to “do good.”
“He [the vicar] said ‘you’d make 
a better priest than a policeman.” 
A disbelieving Tiki questioned the 
clergyman who told him that Tiki 
was one of the first people he had 
heard speaking fluent Maori. While he 
may not have learnt to read and write 
English he’d spoken Maori from an 
early age.

With his mother’s blessing he caught a 
bus back to Waitara and, to the delight 
of the vicar knocked on the door of the 
vicarage.  “He was so excited when he 
saw me and I said ‘I heard what you 
said, if you can make any use of me, 
here I am.”
Tiki was promptly ushered off to 
Hamilton to see Bishop John Holland, 
an event that he recalls being “jolly 
scared about.”  The Bishop sat in 
a room lined with books and fired 
questions at the young Tiki. As he tells 
it, he didn’t make much impression 
until the Bishop got down a bible 
written in Maori and asked him to 
read.  
“What do you think of his reading?” 
he asked other assembled clergy. 
“You can’t get better than that, they 
said.  That was the beginning of my 
training,” says Tiki.  Bishop Holland 
took him under his wing and later, the 
pair worked together at Mt Manganui. 
In 1965 Tiki was ordained a deacon 
at St Mary’s in a unique ceremony 
combing Maori and Pakeha elements.
His mother made a karanga on that 
significant day, supporting him in the 
church.  But she reminded him of St 
Mary’s painful history and its place 
in storing the gunpowder used in the 
Taranaki land wars.
Tiki’s role as kaumatua contains a 
symmetry. What it also means is 
reinforcing the part that elders can 
play, he says. He remembers attending 
St John’s College and says tradition 
and etiquette were instilled in him.  
Some may see that as old-fashioned; 
he believed it gave him a discipline.  
“If you can’t do that in your own life 
you don’t have a right to discipline 
others.
“The kaumatua is there to support the 
young ones to say, when they fall over, 
come and let’s talk about what you 
have done wrong.”

A Tiki Tour

Tiki Raumati will be profiled in a TV programme to be broadcast on Sunday, July 1 at 10.30am.  He will appear on the Marae programme on TV1
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It was a BIG weekend, 31 March and 1 April 2012. 
A couple of very keen men were up before dawn 
on the Saturday morning, starting the pig on the 
spit. The end result was tender, succulent pork 
but this was only achieved after one of the chefs 
had the hairs singed on his forearms and the other 
had a similar close encounter with his beard!

The very basis for our Cathedral life is that we are a 
praying community. At the heart of the weekend was 
a 24 hour (which became 25 hours due to daylight 
saving) time of prayer by Dean Jamie and others. This 
included the reading aloud of the Book of Common 
Prayer that has its 350 anniversary this year. 

By 11.30 am the Cathedral was a hive of activity. 
Apple desserts were arriving for judging, people were 
returning their tiny LED bulbs (that had been sent 
out with their invitations) and exchanging them for 
daffodil bulbs to be planted in the prepared areas in 
the grounds, pork on bread rolls with apple sauce and 
coleslaw and cakes and slices were eaten, items from 
the foods stalls sold, flax crosses were made, people 
began cutting the templates for the embroidered name 
badges, the display of St Mary’s art viewed and others 
paused and spent time reflecting on the prayer walk 
that had been set up in the Cathedral. 

We all look forward to spring when the mass planting 
of the daffodils will be such a wonderful sight and 
people will be able to enjoy their beauty as they walk 
through the Cathedral grounds. 
Later in the afternoon Katy Bassett did a presentation 
on some of the aspects of the Children and Family 
Ministry, Christopher Luke and Leigh Kereopa treated 
their audience to a wonderful recital on the organ and 
grand piano, luscious ice creams were prepared and 
eaten and the Faith Crew Easter drama was performed. 
There were special fun activities for children at 4pm, 
and the wonderful smell of pretzels being made wafted 
down from the upstairs kitchen.

The evening meal in the Peace Lounge, prepared 
by the catering group, proved to be very enjoyable. 
The entries for the Apple dessert competition were 
served as the final course, including the winning apple 
rhubarb cream pie. At 7.30pm, under the watchful 
eye of the Rev’d David Pearce a significant amount 
of money was received from attendees for the items 
that had been donated. A music composition (for choir 
or organ) based upon a hymn was fiercely ‘fought’ 
for as were a number of other items. The last event 
for the day was a screening of one of the episodes of 
A Country Parish, featuring a slightly younger Dean 
Jamie and family.

Several people stayed with Dean Jamie as prayer and 
reading of the Book of Common Prayer continued 
through the night. A wonderful French breakfast was 
served on Sunday morning at 8.45 am. At 10am the 
Palm Sunday Choral Eucharist was a very special occasion with a guest appearance 
of Bobo the donkey who calmly walked through the Cathedral surrounded by 
children and one riding on him. After the service a second performance of the Faith 
Crew Easter drama was presented to a very appreciative audience.
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SEE OUR WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR MORE STEWARDSHIP WEEKEND PICTURES

Stewardship Weekend continued...

From the Registers    ...early 2012
Burials
Name      Date of Death  Date of Funeral
Dulcie Eileen Feakins   10 January 2012 13 January 2012
Allan Gibson Johnston   23 February 2012 28 February 2012
Carolyn Emily West    1 March 2012  8 March 2012
Shirley Joan Sparks    2 March 2012  6 March 2012
Vera Francis Reardon   20 March 2012 23 March 2012
Richard Eagles    28 March 2012 2 April 2012
Margaret Dale Murdock   9 April 2012  13 April 2012
Hugh Wood     10 April 2012  16 April 2012
Winsome Shirley Sarten   15 April 2012  19 April 2012
Alfred Ernest Darnell    24 April 2012  3 May 2012
Reverend William Graeme Clark  14 May 2012  16 May 2012

Weddings
Couple     Date of Wedding
Aleena (nee Pritchard) & Nigel Wells 17th March 2012
Laura (nee Verry) & Matthew Wilson  23rd March 2012
Kellie (nee Olliver & Bradley Norman 24th March 2012
Tatiana (nee Kagadiy) & David Reed 24th March 2012
Shelly (nee Surrey) & Vaughan Fever 28th April 2012

Baptisms
Name      Date of Baptism
Harvey Bryce Jack Brignall-Smith  12th April 2012
Tristan Ernest Arthur Brignall-Smith  12th April 2012
Isabelle Anna Walker    12th April 2012
Sophie Christine Rose Franklyn  12th April 2012

Later in the afternoon, a very polished Ars Nova Choral Concert : The Passion 
of Our Lord – Choral and Organ music for the season of Lent took place. The 
programme concluded with a youth event held in the Peace Lounge on Sunday 
evening, to which young people from all the parishes and other churches had been 
invited. They watched a film, had a guest speaker and ate some sumptuous home-
made pizzas. The weekend would not have been possible without the huge number 
of hours many, many people put into the preparation and the activities on the actual 
days. To everyone, who contributed in some way or another, a huge thank you. 
Anne Knox
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After a gestation period of three years the Council 
Heritage Strategy document is now complete and should 
gain final approval and sign off by Councillors on June 
5th. Council’s Strategy and Policy General Manager, 
Frank Versteeg, is happy with the document and says, 
“It’s the Council going public on the intent and degree of 
importance that it holds the region’s heritage buildings 
and places in.”

The strategy is an indicator as to how the local council 
intends to classify and deal with the region’s various 
historic people groups regarding their culture, heritage 
sites and buildings. The Tangata Whenua Reference 
Group (TWHRG) has been a close partner in this process; 
there has also been a high level of public and specialist 
stakeholder consultation. The council has naturally focused 
on parties with a strong interest in the preservation of the 
region’s various heritage buildings and sites. Taranaki 
Cathedral has been involved in this process with Dean 
Jamie making one of twenty submissions that inform the 
strategy document. 

The document is constructed in two parts. Part one is the 
basic heritage strategy outline which assesses and places 
in context the potential heritage buildings and sites. It 
gives clear definitions regarding all aspects of heritage 
preservation, specifies the role of the council and outlines 
the objectives and vision. Part two is the action plan to be 
undertaken by the council in the next few years to achieve 
these goals. The council’s Frank Versteeg says, “We are 
currently looking at the action plan and building up a sort 
of ‘road map’ as to how we get it all implemented.”

From the Cathedral’s perspective there are a number of 
aspects in the document of particular importance. The 
Cathedral is one of a hundred category A buildings. As 
such it has the opportunity to apply for funding from 
The Heritage Protection Fund for specific repairs and 
maintenance. As we are well aware, the cathedral is 
arguably the premium historic building in New Plymouth. 
Consequently, indications from Council are that such 
funding applications would be favourably received. The 
Vicarage building is also eligible for this type of repairs 
and maintenance funding. 

The other point of interest and action is regarding the 
council’s earthquake-prone building policy, which had 
its five-year update in December of 2011. The policy’s 
stated purpose is to… ‘clarify how the council will 
identify, assess and reduce or remove the danger posed by 
earthquake-prone buildings in New Plymouth District.’ It 
also prioritises the region’s buildings as to the urgency of 

New Plymouth District Council, 
Heritage Strategy Document review

compliance and will most probably place the Cathedral 
in the second category, which requires buildings to be 
structurally upgraded to at least 34% of the new building 
standard within the next twenty years.  Currently the 
Cathedral building itself is rated at 18% of the new 
building standards.

Should Taranaki suffer a significant earthquake, the risk 
of damage to the Cathedral and to persons in or around the 
church is very high. This, of course, is of major concern 
to Cathedral management and both chapter and vestry are 
working diligently to plot a way forward whereby all of 
the Cathedral buildings can be sufficiently strengthened 
and made Council compliant. 

This will require a concerted effort, including financial 
help, from all who are involved in the Taranaki Cathedral 
Community, but it will give us a safe environment should 
there be an earthquake. Naturally, the preservation of the 
Cathedral is of great importance to the congregation at 
St Mary’s. It also plays a significant role in the spiritual 
and cultural life of New Plymouth and engaging with this 
earthquake-prone building policy, as we must, will give 
further opportunity to build relationships both with the 
council and the greater community.
Alastair Crombie
Cathedral Development Officer
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Kid’s Corner

The Agape Group - A New Beginning:
Wonderful news! A new youth group has started to meet 
at St Mary’s lead by Jamie and Judith! We are called 
“Agape” - one of the Greek words for Christian love. At 
our weekly meeting, we enjoy each other’s company, 
do some quiet searching and challenging God-talk 
(exploring our faith and asking the BIG questions!), play 
some quite random games, and also do some off-the-
wall youthy-style things. 

In the photo, 
you can see 
some of our 
group taking 
part in a 
ch r i s ten ing 
expe r ience 
- which 
followed our 
preparat ion 
as potential 
godparents, 

family, priest, family worker and posh uncle and aunty. 
We will be working on some drama soon; finding out 
ways to help make our city a better place, but through it 
all - having very much fun.... and growing in Christ. Our 
group is open to teenagers and nearly-teens. Best of all, 
we finish our meeting each week by eating together - a 
meal prepared by one of the group. Interested in joining? 
Email Jamie - dean@taranakicathedral.org.nz



Name Badges
As many of you may know, there is another embroidery 
project happening at the cathedral. This time it is the 
aim that everyone on our role will, in time, have their 
own hand-embroidered name badge showing the 
cathedral logo. We would love as many who are able 
to come on a Thursday afternoon from 1:30pm to the 
Hatherly Hall to have a go at stitching one of these. 

The stitch is easy to learn and instructions are 
available. If you feel stitching is not for you, you may 
like to come when we are making up the badges or 
simply come and make sure your name is going to 
be stitched. We will all have a very special badge 
enabling us to greet everyone by name!

Pam Darney.

T A R A N A K I  C A T H E D R A L  N E W S
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The Cathedral magazine printing and production costs are entirely funded through the generosity 
of our sponsors. A BIG thank you to each one of them for making this publication possible.
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The closure of the New Plymouth prison will be a sad 
time for many people - especially the staff who have 
worked there for many years and will now have to move 
elsewhere or find new jobs. It is also a sad time for all the 
volunteers who have worked with the prisoners teaching 
life skills, teaching reading, offering counselling, taking 
services.  It is going to be more difficult for some families 
to visit and some children will miss out.

I applaud the Bishop’s statement in the local newspaper 
where he expressed his concerns. It is good to see issues 
raised but it is not all doom and gloom. Like many things 
in life there are usually two points of view to consider. 
I am writing this as a member of PART [Prisoner Aid 
and Rehabilitation Trust] who have been working with 
prisoners and families in New Plymouth for 42years. 

Many of our parishioners are involved in this organisation 
and our church family has provided clothing and food for 
needy prisoners and their families. We have always known 
that the New Plymouth prison would close sometime. The 
original part is cold, damp, cramped and forbidding and 
of course an earthquake risk. One could not flee to safety 
in a disaster. I often think of this when I am locked in up 
there helping with PART programmes.

While the newer wing is okay, it was only ever designed 
as a temporary measure and is only suitable for some 
inmates. It is rather like the Christchurch Cathedral; 
if there was unlimited money available, the prison 
could probably be rebuilt, but we all know the country 
has financial problems and Wanganui and Waikeria are 
already used for Taranaki prisoners and they offer a wider 
range of educational and rehabilitation programmes.

Taranaki prisoners are often shifted to different prisons- 
for drug or alcohol treatment, to separate them from people 
who may be a negative influence, from gang members or 
opposing gang members, to protect them from bullying, 
to offer them study courses. For some families it can be 
a relief for them that their partner is away. There is no 
longer pressure to visit every week.

PART through fundraising and grants provides petrol 
vouchers for families to visit different prisons and will 
continue to do this. We are also in the process of writing 
letters to Corrections suggesting we offer Skype facilities 
in our rooms to enable children to keep in touch with their 
fathers. This could be a better environment than visiting a 
prison. There is talk of some court hearings being done on 
line. This would stop the need for travel between courts 
and prisons. This seems a good solution. 

The Closure of the New Plymouth Prison.
Another Point of View.

The Bishop had concerns that remand prisoners will be 
held in custody in police cells before their trials. While 
these are not the best place, only people who are a risk 
to others or to themselves or who are likely to reoffend 
before their trial, are kept in custody. The majority of 
people are out on bail. The courts are working to speed 
up hearings and the law at present states that no one 
can be held in police cells for more than a week. We 
sometimes overlook the fact that there has never been a 
women’s prison nearby. We would love to see the newer 
part of the New Plymouth prison used as accommodation 
for prisoners on release as this seems to be the biggest 
problem. Our fieldworker spends many hours trying to 
find somewhere for them to live. If you have few choices 
when you get out of prison, it is easy to get back into bad 
company and go back to your old lifestyle.

PART will continue to support prisoners and their families 
after the prison closes. We will still employ a fieldworker 
who does an amazing job and she will continue to work 
closely with fieldworkers in other prisons.

Anne Smith
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David and Jen 
Pearce became the 
‘foster’ Mum and 
Dad for a Tanzania 
family. So when that 
family were about to 
embark on a Christian 
challenge they asked 
the New Plymouth 
couple to be there. Late 
in May the Pearces flew to Tanzania to 
witness the ordination of Given Gaula 
as the bishop of Kondoa province. 
He, his wife Lillian and their three 
children Ihewa, 14, Ilumbo, 13 and 
Amani, 10 returned to Tanzania in April 
after four years living in Auckland. 
There, Given completed a PhD at 
Auckland University. The cathedral has 
supported the Gaulas and the Pearces 
have known the family for at least 20 
years.
In their week in Tanzania the Pearces 
travelled over 66 hours. But they use 
phrases like “incredible peace” and 
“exciting” to describe the journey. 
They lived in the region from 1989 
to 1995, and returned to visit in 2001.  
This time their travelling companion 
was Christchurch man Bob Henderson, 
who took over from the Pearces in 
Tanzania in 1995. The couple rekindled 
links with many Tanzanian friends. 
Among them was an African couple 
with a teenage daughter called Jennifer.  
She’s named after Jen who helped them 
navigate the medical system when the 
couple were unable to conceive.
The ordination ceremony was in 
Kondoa, a town little bigger than 
Midhirst but with a population the 
size of Waitara crowded along its non-
sealed roads. Houses are mostly made 
of mud bricks with corrugated iron 
roofs.  In some parts, holes in roads are 
deep enough to conceal a human.
“These are in the middle of no 
where. They’ve been dug up and 

then abandoned,” explains David. 
Electricity has been connected since 
the Pearces were residents, but at the 
church property there is no running 
water.
In preparation for the ceremony locals 

erected a stage with a canvas roof 
under trees, near the church.  It 

was hot and sunny; between 900-
1000 people attended the event.

Among the guests were Americans.  
(Given gained his masters in theology 
in America at the renowned Virginia 
Theological Seminary after winning a 
scholarship there.  He was once invited 
to preach by George Bush’s sister after 
she invited him to her church in Texas.) 
Clergymen from Britain also attended, 
including one with an address from the 
Archbishop of Canterbury.
“That was really very special when it 
was read out,” says David who himself 
passed on congratulations from NZ 
Archbishop David Moxon and Bishop 
of Taranaki Philip Richardson.
The ceremony included lively music 
from different choirs: one a Lutheran 
choir, another from Kondoa, all 
accompanied with guitars and drums.
At least 10 bishops came from other 
parts of Tanzania, as well as clergy 
from Zanzibar. “It was a very moving 
ceremony.  We really saw Given step up 
in his bearing, in his manner and in his 
speech,” says David.
They believe Given is excited by his new 
role, which will see him ministering in a 
region at least as big in size as Taranaki.  
“Excited was the word he used. He said 
‘this is going to be very challenging but 
full of opportunity.’”
Christianity is growing but it’s still 
predominantly a Muslim area. There is 
little salary and an uncertain schooling 
situation for the three 
children, particularly 
the older two who 
need to attend a 
Christian boarding 
school in Dodoma, 
four hours away.  
Local Tanzania 
schooling is notable 
for the lack of 
pupil interaction.  
“Teachers write up 
on a wall, the words 

[of a lesson] and children learn it off 
by heart.. it’s very, very different,” 
says David. 
They hope now, that Kiwi support may 
help pay for the girls fees. There was 
another sad aspect to their visit. The 
live-in Bible college that David helped 
build in the nineties has closed.  Given 
supports it reopening and Lillian, who 
holds a masters degree in theology, can 
teach there.
Despite these hurdles, Given feels 
he’s in the right place, say the Pearces. 
Deciding to take the post, which had 
been vacant for two years, involved 
much angst. Given turned down two 
secure jobs: one with a university in 
Perth, Australia, another at one of the 
two newly-established universities in 
Dodoma.  As he was about to accept the 
university post a deputation of priests 
asked if he would take up the Bishop’s 
role. “He really felt the Lord calling 
him into this position,” says David.
To the people at St Mary’s, Given 
passed on his greetings and his grateful 
thanks for four years of support.
For the Pearces the trip was successful, 
buoyed as it was by much prayerful 
support.
“I really, really want to honour God 
because it’s been a very, very special 
time in our lives,” says David.
* The Pearces met Given in 1990. 
As a 13-year-old he had became a 
Christian. He subsequently went on to 
attend secondary school, and then the 
Church Army college in Kenya. In his 
first church appointment he met the 
Pearces. His English was good and he 
would translate David’s sermons into 
Swahili. “It was probably my white 
face that attracted the people and his 
preaching that brought them to Christ,” 
jokes David. 

Pearce Journey : To the heart of Africa.
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T A R A N A K I  C A T H E D R A L  N E W S

The Communications standing committee - 
who, what, why and when?
Interested in a little background to one of the groups that makes up the fabric of 
St Mary’s -- read all about it! Find out here, in just one page, all about the work of 
the Communications standing committee.

What is a standing committee ?
Standing committees are appointed by our governance body - Chapter/Vestry - to 
undertake detailed active management work, and to focus on a particular task 
or area, such as finance or personnel. These groups make recommendations to 
Chapter/Vestry in their special areas of focus, based on the research and work in 
which they are involved on Chapter/Vestry’s behalf.

So who decides on their remit?
For all standing committees, the terms of reference and reporting back procedures 
are defined at their first meeting and are then amended/approved by the Chapter/
Vestry. The terms of reference are then annually reviewed, following the cathedral 
AGM. This process is there to define, for everyone’s benefit, the group’s 
responsibilities and authority. 

As a minimum, Chapter/Vestry requires that each group reports in writing, no later than two weeks before the bimonthly 
Chapter/Vestry meeting. 

Who belongs to these committees?
Standing committees are constituted with one Canon, one Warden, and one Vestry member. The committee then co-opts 
others from outside Chapter/Vestry/The Cathedral Family. Bishop and Dean (or their nominee) are ex-officio on each standing 
committee. 

So what does the Communications Standing Committee actually do?
This committed team is responsible for building and recommending policy on communications. They are kept busy with 
oversight and development of content for the website, signage, news media, magazine and materials for public use. Additional 
duties include increasing awareness and overseeing media outreach initiatives, and ensuring consistency in communications 
output.

So what is the team working on at the moment?
We meet every fortnight on a Tuesday. At our last meeting we put the finishing touches to the next quarterly cathedral 
magazine. Then we planned the layout for a bookmark for people to use, with a prayer, picture, and the books of the bible 
printed on it. Next, we worked with a sign designer to improve our outdoor signage - so that our advertising is more legible, 
flexible, easier to update, and has less environmental impact than the current system. We then reviewed a service sheet 
which Dean Jamie had prepared for Disability Awareness Sunday and, at length, decided to trial some significant changes 
to our regular pewsheet, in light of this special service sheet. Our aim is to make our ordinary pewsheet easier to access, 
especially for those who are visually impaired or find our present material hard to understand. Keep a look out for these 
changes!
Finally, we worked on some extra publicity for the next service of Light & Learning.

What next?
Our passion is for the Gospel message to be clearly, accessibly and invitingly told through our church. At our next meeting 
(amongst other things) we will be working on a template for a new email newsletter. We also have some strategic work to do - 
brainstorming together how to improve the profile of a wonderful area of ministry which has been operating for over two years 
from St Mary’s (and has been regularly profiled in this magazine and elsewhere) and yet some of our cathedral members are 
even unaware of its existence! A fresh challenge for the communications team to grapple with - what is the most effective 
way of getting information across?!

So who are the team players?
Verity Pasione, as Communications Officer, is a member, as are Sarah Foy, Suzy Allen, Simon Moseley, Lesley Lowe, Carolyn Manuel 
and Anne Smith. Canon Chester Borrows is our consultant where needed.

It is my privilege to chair the committee, and although not a huge fan of meetings, I invariably find this group provides excellent 
fellowship and laughter. Thank you for the privilege of serving you in this way. It is a delight to work together with a share of challenges 
and hopes along the path on which God is leading us. May God continue to equip us, and to guide our work. 

Lovingly, Dean Jamie

Spotlight on...
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WHO TO AND HOW TO CONNECT

Taranaki Cathedral
Church of St Mary
37 Vivian Street
New Plymouth
Phone (06) 758 3111
admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz
www.taranakicathedral.co.nz
www.facebook.com/TaranakiCathedral

The Bishop of Taranaki:
The Right Revd Philip Richardson

Kaumatua:
The Venerable Tiki Raumati

Dean’s Warden:
Ross Smith
06 758 4194

People’s Warden:
Lesley Lowe
06 759 4104

Dean:
The Very Revd Jamie Allen
027 557 7257
dean@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Sunday Family Worker:
Suzy Allen
021 910 367
suzy@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Vocational Deacon:
The Revd Annie Baigent
anniethepooh@slingshot.co.nz

Community Family Worker:
Katy Bassett
021 137 8070
family@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Cathedral Development Officer:
Alastair Crombie
cdo@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Assistant Priest:
The Revd Bruno Egli
027 645 5899
brunoegli@ihug.co.nz

Cleaning & Maintenance:
Craig Grey
027 8254 905

Associate to the Dean:
Anne Knox
027 6444 755
atd@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Director of Music:
Christopher Luke
027 560 0338
music@taranakicathedral.org.nz

PA to the Dean:
Carolyn Manuel
06 758 3111
deanspa@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Canon Pastor:
The Revd Canon Bill Marsh
027 3064 567
bmarsh@xtra.co.nz

Communications Officer:
Verity Pasione
info@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Assistant Priest:
The Revd David Pearce
(06) 758 3303

Assistant Priest:
The Revd Lance Riches
027 662 2060

Vocational Deacon:
The Revd Gloria Williams
(06) 753 4050
dgpriorw@me.com

Diary of Services
Our Sunday Services :-
• 8am Quiet service of Holy Communion - with a cuppa to follow on the 1st Sunday of 
the month
• 10am Choral Eucharist - with music from the Cathedral Choir. Refreshments (including 
home baking!) are served after this service; a creche and a Sunday School (Faith Crew) 
welcomes children. On the last Sunday of the month, is a service of Family Communion - 
with special involvement from children and young people.
• 5pm Evening Service - is either Evening Prayer with Hymns; Light & Learning; Choral 
Evening Worship; Sacred Space or Choral Evensong. See our website for more details
• 7pm Informal Service of Praise and Worship - held in the Hatherly Hall and is a lovely 
friendly group waiting to welcome you for a time of less formal worship
Our Weekday Services :-
• Morning, Evening and Midday Prayer - is held every weekday, at 8.30am, 12pm and 
5.30pm - why not make one of these service part of your regular pattern of prayer? Come 
and intercede with us for the work and ministry of our Diocese, and for the needs of the 
community, both near and far.
• Tuesdays at 7am - Bishop’s Eucharist
• Wednesdays at 10am - Quiet Communion from the Book of Common Prayer
Special Sundays :-
• 17th June - 10am Disability Awareness Sunday
• 24th June - 10am Thanksgiving for Ministry - a Family Service Celebration of the 
many different people and groups of people that make up the life of our cathedral
• 1st July - 5pm A Service of Healing and Wholeness - you are invited to come and 
receive the laying-on of hands and prayer for healing
• 29th July - 10am Our Monthly Service of Family Communion
• 5th August - A church family breakfast between the 8am and 10am services - 
come and share a good time of fellowship. Bishop Philip will be joining us for this 
Sunday, and we are giving thanks for Cursillo Ministry on this Festival Day.
• 12th August - Canon Sue Pickering is our preacher at both morning services.

...and many, many more who 
sustain and nourish, lead and listen, 
serve and pray.

Interested in booking 
a baptism? Great! 
Pleaes contact Suzy Allen 
to plan the service.


