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A message from
your Dean

TĒNĀ KOUTOU KATOA 

Thank you for taking the time to pick up and 
read through this magazine. 
This is a special edition, in which we make a 
space for remembering. We include a few brief 
obituaries, by way of honouring all those who 
have gone from our midst over recent months. 

We do so, “not sorrowing like those without 
hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) but as the very 
Community of the Resurrection.  
Constantly rejoicing in and sharing this 
resurrection faith is one of the vital cornerstones 
of being a church... yet sometimes this message 
almost gets lost in the busyness and the  
day-to-day life of our community! 
Maybe it is worth singing an Easter Hymn or two 
in the midst of October. After all, every Sunday 
is a celebration of The Resurrection.

How we express that resurrection hope more 
clearly and discernibly beyond our walls has 
been a special focus of 2013. 
The Garden of Remembrance with its living 
stones is a space dedicated to resurrection 
hope and  reconciliation. 
There is not a day that goes by that I don’t see 
people taking their time, walking through the 
garden - or sitting and taking a little space for 
peace and reflection. 

As the flowers grow and the garden becomes 
steadily more beautiful, its presence as a sign of 
joy in new life will only be further enhanced. As I 
write this, the third burial has taken place in the 
garden; and it is proving to be just right for its 
purpose. Please spread the word -- this facility 
is not intended for ‘church families’ or ‘Anglicans’ 
or any other subset of people! Speak to one of 
the ministry team if you’d like to know more.
As the garden becomes 
more steadily used, 
and as the churchyard 
continues to be 
enhanced and improved 
-- you will have noticed 
the ongoing work on 
repairing and restoring 
the headstones,  
and the clean-up of the 
South African war memorial. In the daily rhythm 
of worship and prayer in the cathedral, every 
day we are aware of the visitors to our building 
and churchyard. Some are tourists, some are 
pilgrims, some are local residents or visitors 
to Taranaki in physical need. Some are local 
residents on a spiritual journey, some are ticket 
holders for concerts. Every day and especially 
on a Sunday, the calling upon this church 
family - every one of us - is to be ministers of 
hospitality. However hospitality has an element 
not just of receiving, but reciprocating... the 
going out... the meeting on the road... the 
making and learning of connections and 
relationships.  
 
This year, we have sought to express that 
reciprocity through the Taranaki Pilgrimage - 
showing that the cathedral’s ministry is not just 
about people coming in - coming to us - but is 
perhaps more about the church family going out 
from its building to love and serve its community. 

my warmest greetings to you.

continued on page 4...
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Over the course of the Taranaki 
Pilgrimage I was blessed, with 
many of you, to be shown 
hospitality in different styles 
and places, but always this 
great sense of welcome was 
extended.  
We all gave; we all received.

So - where to from here - 
what is the next development 
from the Pilgrimage?

• Each day at 3.45pm the 
cathedral remembers one 
or more of the ministry units 
in our diocese in our prayer. 
We make contact with 
that parish or chaplaincy 
during the week, simply to 
ask what the needs are for 
prayer.

• We have committed 
to three “Traveling 
Evensongs” per year -- 
the choir and Dean visit 
another parish to share in 
and lead a service. Thus 
far we have visited Waitara 
and Hawera.

• We are looking for ways 
in which we can support 
each other and resource 
one-another better. Sharing 
pastoral needs which 
are happening in each 
other’s part of the world, or 
assisting with resources - 
maybe help with websites, 
sharing services, or simply 
promoting one-another’s 
events in publications such 
as the magazine that you 
are holding!

Most of all, I believe we need 
to be listening and learning 
from each other - urban / rural / 
semi-rural - big/small. 
Having experienced this 
snapshot of the Taranaki 
bishopric and its detail and 
shape so clearly defined in 
a short period, it is clearly 
evident that the Church is 
presented in this time and 
place with both massive 
opportunity and massive 
challenge. 

Old models of “being church” 
are waning. 
We are entering an era where 
we are gradually learning 
to let some structures and 
trappings go. Some things may 
work better when merged or 
released from confinements 
such as: buildings and repairs 
and maintenance costs, so that 
we can move more from being 
inward-looking, into a deeper 
service of our communities and 
their most needy. This is both 
an exciting and an unsettling 
prospect -- but I know for 
certain that God is active in our 
midst, leading us into a whole 
new pilgrimage.

The Spirit can be freed up by 
our willingness to travel light; 
releasing us to share with our 
neighbours the resurrection 
story, the Jesus story, that 
Love Wins. This is the title of a 
book by Rob Bell, which was 
published in 2011... and has 
had a somewhat controversial 
reception in some areas of the 
church. Interestingly so! 

Our Advent study this year 
will be based on this book, 
which ends with the following 
words (no spoilers here -- it 
is the theme of the entire 
book!) “May you experience 
this vast, expansive, infinite, 
indestructible love that has 
been yours all along. May you 
discover that this love is as 
wide as the sky and as small 
as the cracks in your heart no 
one else knows about. And 
may you know, deep in your 
bones, that love wins.” 

The book’s subtitle is, “A Book 
About Heaven, Hell, and the 
Fate of Every Person Who 
Ever Lived” - indicating both 
the scope of the book, but also 
the touch of humour which Rob 
brings to the conversations 
which he opens with this text! 
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Exploring more about theology 
- about ‘God Talk’ - is one of 
the delights of ‘being Church’ 
together. 

I thrill at the thought of 
personally knowing such a 
diverse and wonderful body of 
people - Taranaki Cathedral’s 
finest, because we share a 
common interest - journeying 
to know God and to love God 
more. You could say that this 
path of learning together is 
my passion and my joy -- but I 
imagine you’ve already noticed 
that! 
So... I’ve (personally) surprised 
a book shop by buying a 
couple of dozen copies of the 
book - and I invite you to buy 
or borrow a copy and read it, 
enjoy it and let it stir up the 
questions in you, that we might 
share them together over a 
cuppa at our Advent Group this 
year. 
You won’t agree with all of it, I 
suspect -- neither do I! But isn’t 
that all part of the wonderful 
diversity which God has woven 
into the worldwide community 
which is His dearly beloved - 
The Church?
The Advent Group will be 
taking place on Mondays 2nd, 
9th, 16th and 23rd December 
at 7:30pm at the cathedral. 
Please do join us.

With every blessing,

A good friend of mine 
(Shakespeare) once said,  
‘All the world’s a stage...’ so 
here at CDG (Carrie’s Drama 
Group) we’re going to take 
that literally and take every 
opportunity we can to act, sing 
and dance! 

Carrie’s Drama Group entered stage right with appropriate dramatic 
flair just a few short months ago, and already we’re discovering 
some incredible talent! The group is made up of up to 19 young 
people between the ages of 7 and 17. Since our performance of 
Joseph the group has grown by a few more! We meet each week 
and enjoy afternoon tea together as well as playing a few drama 
games as our warm-up.

Most recent news: on the 14th and 15th of September, we 
performed Andrew Lloyd Webber’s ‘Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat’ - a fantastic musical re-telling of a well 
known Bible story! It was an amazing couple of nights filled with 
laughter and just-about controlled chaos! Thank you to all who 
supported us through the rehearsals and for those who were able 
to make it for the performances themselves... it was awesome 
to see the hall so packed. What an encouragement for our cast! 
Thank you!

I was so proud of all the young people, they were amazing (as 
anyone who saw the show would agree). Not just with the singing/
dancing, but with the props too! I lost count of how many desert 
scrub bushes we made. We are now pros at re-purposing core-flu 
signs! I think Weta Workshop would be impressed. 

After the school holidays we will start to think about our Christmas 
performance. I know... it’s too soon to be thinking about Christmas 
yet. Not in show-business, darlings! 

CDG is a place where all can join in, learn new skills and make new 
friends. In everything, we aim to show others the love of Jesus and 
bring the Bible alive in new ways and to honour Carrie’s awesome 
life in a way that we know she would have delighted in. 

The group meets on a Thursday afternoon,  
4pm-5:30pm in the Peace Lounge,  
and is led by Anne-Marie,  
Suzy and Ailsa. If you’d like to join 
or want more information, please 
don’t hesitate to give us a call at 
the Cathedral: (06) 758-3111.

Anne-Marie C ohead
Youth Enabler & Ministry Assistant

Carrie’s Drama Group

Jamie Al len
Dean
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We Remember...
A Tribute to Jean Sharrock

On Tuesday 12th February 
2013, the Taranaki 
Cathedral Church of St 
Mary was close to full as 
friends and family of Jean 
met to celebrate her life 
and to say their farewells. 
Jean was a very dedicated 
member of our cathedral 
parish and attended services 
every Sunday when she 
was not at her other most 
loved place in Rarotonga. 
Jean used to say to me she 
had the best of two lives. 
Her wonderful apartment in 

Tasman Towers and her place in the sun in the Islands.  

Jean was a true lady - a gentlewoman who was so 
generous in many different ways. Many of you would 
have been part of Jean’s network and you will remember 
with a great deal of affection her caring and loving 
nature. I recall during the interregnum we needed a place 
for Bishop John and Elizabeth Bluck to stay while Bishop 
John assisted in the Parish. Jean offered her place as she 
was going to Rarotonga. Bishop John and Elizabeth spent 
four very enjoyable weeks in her house and spoke very 
generously of the happy hours they spent watching the 
waterfront and the ships sailing by.
Jean was a much loved member of our 8 o’clock 
congregation and we will miss her presence and her 
commitment. Jean, we remember you with very fond 
affection. [Canon Pastor Bill Marsh]

A Tribute to Chris Holden
1946 - 2013

Chris was born and brought up in Plymouth, Devon in 
the UK - so it is somewhat appropriate that her final 
resting place is New Plymouth in New Zealand. 

A loving wife to Peter and a mother, Chris was a 
vibrant, outgoing person. She was a bundle of energy 
and ‘lived the day’ every day. She was self-motivated 
and became good at everything she ever had a passion 
for and was always prepared to have a go at anything. 
Chris will be remembered for her Interior Design skills 
and the success of an award winning business she 
started in Nelson. 
 
She was always full of fun and laughter and a natural 
giver - and she did give freely all the time. If there were 
a few words with which to sum up Chris, it would be 

her positive energy, love of 
life and people, her directness, 
honesty, creativity, an ability to 
see beauty in so many ways and 
lastly a deep, very fundamental, 
uncomplicated and earthy faith. 
While we ultimately lost Chris 
to this world, she left us with a 
tremendous legacy in the way 
that she positively touched so 
many people. 
[Peter Holden]

A Tribute to Olwen Binnie

The day following Jean Sharrock’s service St Mary’s, 
family gathered again to celebrate celebrate the life of 
and say farewell to another senior member of our church 
family. Olwen had reached the grand age of 97.
Olwen and her husband Alex were married in St Marys 
many years ago and she maintained her love and support 
of this church even though she had lived most of her life 
in the Okato district. She attended St Luke’s Church in 
Okato and was an active member, helping wherever she 
could. Olwen and Alex farmed at Okato but Alex did not 
have good health.  
Olwen nursed him for some 10 years prior to his death. 
At the same time she managed the farm, doing all the 
work required. I met Olwen for the first time some 12 
years ago when I came to St Mary’s. She impressed me 
with her caring and understanding nature and her genuine 
love for our church. It was a tremendous privilege and 
deeply moving for me to be able to pray and anoint her at 
the hospital just an hour before she passed away.  
The Parish family extend to Bruce and Sara our very 
sincere sympathy and love. Olwen was a very dear and 
gentle lady. May she rest in peace and rise in glory.
[Canon Pastor Bill Marsh]
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A Tribute to 
Evelyn Ingle
Born in the village of West 
Wickham, Kent, Evelyn 
preferred cowboys and 
Indians to girls games. 

As a young adult Evelyn 
played for women’s 
county cricket teams in 
Kent and Sussex and 
after the war joined the 
Womens’ land army.
In 1950 she went 
to Studley College 

Warwickshire and gained her horticultural diploma. 
Whilst there she became interested in NZ and emigrated 
under the Government Scheme ‘54. 

She became a real Kiwi - working on a tobacco farm in 
Nelson – Herd Testing – Health Education Officer and 
Lay working in the Church. 
Evelyn was a valued member of Tui Family Group, 
sharing leadership.

Later, a highlight of her week was Katy Basset’s Mainly 
Music group, taking ownership of the sound system.  
She loved being around children, being involved with 
Christmas parties and was thrilled when Katy organised 
her surprise 80th birthday.

Passionate about overseas missions, particularly Wycliffe 
Bible Society, Evelyn hosted many missionaries at her 
home in Plympton Street and their pictures adorned her 
fridge and notice boards. 

In her late 70’s she spent 3 months in the Phillipines, 
teaching English enabling foreign students to translate 
the Bible into their own languages. In 2010 she graduated 
from a Maori Language course at WITT.

Evelyn loved work as a Lay Minister, and was delighted 
when made chaplain at Chalmers Rest Home.  
It was fitting that her last few months were spent under 
their watchful eye. She loved the location, could be 
independent and walk to the library or Stop In for a 
cuppa. 
A true pillar of the community.

[Lesley Lowe]

A Tribute to Gladys Wallis
27/09/1927 – 26/11/2012
Born in Rongotea to a very close and caring family, 
Gladys dedicated her life to her family. While doing 
the banking for the family business, she met her future 
husband, Bruce Wallis, who was working in the local 
Bank of NZ. 
She was a wonderful wife, helping dad in all his 
endeavours. They shifted often with the bank and I 
remember mum catering for many functions to do with 
the bank, Lodge, Rotary and church.

Mum had 2 children, Bruce and Pamela, whom she 
did everything she could for. Her love, care and 
thoughtfulness was amazing. She catered for all our 
activities and friends when we were growing up, with a 
wonderful heart.
In 1980 her much- loved husband passed away. She never 
really recovered. After a time in England with Bruce, she 
made herself a lovely home back in New Plymouth. 
She started helping as a cook at Heatherlea Rest Home, 
joined St Mary’s and got involved in all aspects of church 
life. She also worked at Trade Aid and Stop- In, and was a 
member of the AAW Fellowship.

Gladys was a valued Family Group member, holding a 
number of events at her home over the years with many 
memorable hours listening to her piano playing. 

She also had two much- loved grandchildren, Sinead 
and Connor, who, along with myself and Pamela, were 
recipients of her love, cooking, and gifts. Gladys always 
put others first and spent many hours knitting, cooking 
and picking up others to take them to church and other 
activities. 

She had a beautiful strength 
of character, a wonderful 
sense of humour and a very 
godly sense of what was 
right and wrong. 

Until we are together again. 

[Bruce Wallis]
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We Remember...
A Tribute to John Barr

It is with some degree of 
sadness but with a feeling 
of joy that I write this 
tribute to my friend John. 
The feeling of sadness is 
that we won’t be seeing 
him again on this earth 
but the joy is that he no 
longer is suffering pain, 
privation and loss of 
dignity, but that his Spirit 
is whole in paradise.
 
John had a wonderful 
faith.

 
He loved this church and everything about it. Our 10am 
services are not going to be quite the same without John 
sitting with his beloved Leslie half way down the church 
listening intently to what was said and being done. John 
was devoted to his family and was so proud of their 
achievements. He was a kind and caring guy always 
there for family.

During his time dairy farming at Matapu he was still 
very much a community person.  He served on the local 
Hall committee, the Okaiawa Rugby Club as President, 
then Patron, a position he held until his death. 
He was President of the Taranaki Rugby Union in 1994. 
As well, he spent many years encouraging children 
to become involved in rugby. Still he had time to be 
involved in church life, firstly at Matapu, then KeriKeri 
when he and Leslie moved there, then very involved at 
Te Awamutu and finally here at the cathedral. 

Lesley, you and John were such a part of the St Mary’s 
family and as with all families when one in the family 
is sad, lonely, upset, the whole of the family is affected.  
We, your St Mary’s family, gather around you. 

We will never replace John, but please be assured that 
we love you and will support you to the best of our 
ability. 
 
John, well done, thou good and faithful servant. 
Enter in to the joy of the Lord. 

[Canon Pastor Bill Marsh]

A Tribute to Derek Wilfred Rawson

27 March 1933 -  
8 December 2012

Although born in England 
Derek spent most of his 
life in New Zealand with 
his family. 

Derek, Gill and their three 
children came to New 
Zealand in 1963. 

He worked for many years 
for the Taranaki Daily News as Production Manager and 
at his funeral in December 2012 former colleagues paid 
glowing tributes to him as a man, a fellow worker and a 
friend of many.
Always quiet and reserved, he had his own opinions 
of modern life and was not of the school that thought  
‘ethics’ was a county in the east of England.
He was a devout Christian and a regular worshipper and 
with Gill joined in many church activities. 

He took Holy Communion to five Rest Homes (as well 
as private homes) twice a month for around 14 years.  
He was joint leader of Alpha Groups for 4 years and a 
member of various Home Groups over several years. 
His funeral service was attended by many and enhanced 
by the Cathedral Choir taking part in the Requiem 
Eucharist.

Derek was a person who, when asked to do any piece of 
work, would do it to the very best of his ability and with 
little or no fuss.  He related well to those around him and 
always attempted to see the very best in people. He was a 
keen sportsman and enjoyed soccer and cricket.

Derek is sadly missed by a wide circle of friends and by 
all members of his family to whom he was an example 
of a caring, considerate and sensitive husband, father and 
grandfather.

He is survived by his wife Gill; his daughters, Kim and 
Lisa and son Keith, as well as his 7 Grandchildren and 
his 7 Great Grandchildren. May he Rest in Peace and 
Rise in Glory.

[The Very Reverend Michael Bent]
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A Tribute to Ian Parker

Ian Parker was a real gentleman, a loving and loved 
family man and a wise counsellor for anyone needing 
advice.

A keen golfer, lan played for many years at Ngamotu and 
in later years at lnglewood. Fellow players were very 
surprised when his normally gentle vocabulary developed 
much stronger words to express his frustration!
His love of choral singing was nurtured as a chorister in 
the Christchurch Cathedral Choir and developed in choirs 
in Te Aroha and Taumaranui. 
Arriving in New Plymouth in 1976 he soon joined the 
men’s choir at St Andrew’s Church and Ars Nova Choir, 
serving many years on the committee and several as 
President. Ian was a founding member of the Taranaki 
Male Choir.

After a lifetime career with the Bank of New Zealand, 
including managing branches in Christchurch, Wellington 
and New Plymouth, where he retired, lan was appointed a 
director of TSB Bank in 1985. He was voted by the board 
to be its Chairman from 1995 to 1998. 

lan was quick and astute in the assessment of people and 
financial situations and honest in his approach. 
Always a very pleasant and approachable person, he 
got on well with people from all walks of life. lan will 
be remembered as very much the gentleman in the New 
Plymouth business community. 

[Canon Pastor Bill Marsh]

A Tribute to Carrie Charlotte Allen
aka “Carrie the Brave”

Carrie’s stature as a person, and the achievements of her 
short life are hard to do justice to here. Diagnosed with 
cancer aged 9, Carrie never wanted to let it change her - 
but it did. It robbed her of the simplicity and joy of her 
childhood; made her stand out, which, as a shy person, 
she hated. However, through tenacious faith and hope, 
she developed an inexpressible courage, which was all 
the more amazing because it didn’t come naturally to her.  

Despite the nightmares of chemotherapy, surgery, hair 
loss and radiotherapy, she refused to stop going to school, 
stop doing ballet or stop winding up her sisters.  
We moved to NZ just two weeks after she had completed 
her front-line treatment and Carrie embraced kiwi life.  
She made friends, fell in love with her end-of-chemo 
reward - her dog Miti, lost her English accent; adored 
school camps and the outdoors and wore the trademark 
barefoot look as often as she could.  
Her passion for life permeated all she did and often made 
us look afresh at what we take for granted.   
 
When the cancer came back, it was incredibly hard for 
her, as an eleven-year old girl, to come to terms with, but 
that stubborn streak - commented on by her grandmother 
when she was just 18months old - was impressive beyond 
her years. Carrie the Brave she became. She showed us 
that life can be enjoyed - more than that, adored, even 
when you are dealing with extreme, terminal fatigue and 
chronic pain. She fought the cancer with unshakeable 
faith, and continued to go to school until just five weeks 
before she died; still doing her homework to the very best 
of her ability; still caring so much about the science fair. 
She was bursting with life... until, in September 2012 she 
returned to God; and we were utterly bereft.
 
Not only did she teach 
us to grab life with 
two hands, to live for 
the moment as well 
as planning for the 
future, but she taught 
us that love never ends 
- it only grows...  
and that love is bigger 
than us all.  
 
No wonder we found 
‘Smile, Stay Strong 
and Believe’ written 
on her bedroom 
pinboard.   
[Dean Jamie Allen]
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Community Connections : 
Quarterly Focus on Our Bishopric

Courtenay* has unbrushed 
hair but bright eyes. It’s a cold 
Wednesday morning in Eltham 
and she’s wearing thin shorts. 
Sister Georgia has trackpants 
and ugg-boots that resemble 
slippers. 
Slippers or not, that’s her 
school attire, she tells Jan 
Barleyman as she collects 
breakfast from the hatch in 
the All Saints hall. The pair 
is among a dozen children 
sharing breakfast.  

There are a few adults at the 
tables, but mostly its kids, 
scraping chairs back and 
forwards as they get up and 
down to collect porridge, 
Weetbix, fruit, poached eggs, 
toast and milo. They swap 
seats, tell each other off and 
chat freely when asked. Adult 
attention is greedily lapped up.
 
Courtenay and Georgia tell me 
they’re in the same classroom 
at school and share a room at 
home. Like other kids in the hall 
they’ll walk to school, several 
kms down the road. Asked 
what she likes about coming to 
E-Town, Ella says,  
“I would say everything.” 
 
Jordan is quieter and keeps his 
head bowed. He’s about 7 or 
8.  Later, he leaves the hall on 
his own - no shoes, no school 
bag and destination unknown – 
probably school.

In the kitchen the cooks are 
Peter and Jan Barleyman with 
help from Wendy Burnard. 
Often teachers from Eltham 
Primary also help.
Peter is the Central Taranaki 
Regional Dean, and later, once 
food serving has eased, he 
joins us for breakfast.

At 8.30am E-Town youth co-
ordinator Steffy Mackay arrives. 
The adults comment on the low 
numbers for breakfast today. 
There’s no rhyme or reason for 
it – sometimes they cater for up 
to 40. Other times there could 
be 10.
 
About 8.45, after the kids have 
left, a young girl wanders in.  
She’s tidily dressed but shy and 
almost turns back at the door.  
Jan beckons her in, takes her 
into the kitchen and fixes her 
up with breakfast.
 
The adults don’t prod kids with 
questions.  They hear stories 
about their backgrounds and 
accept whoever turns up.
 
Breakfast is served every 
Wednesday and Thursday 
morning from 7:30am-
8:30am, and on Tuesday and 
Wednesday nights the hall is 
open from 3 – 5.pm.  Hip hop 
classes happen on a Tuesday 
after 5pm while there’s also a 
Christian course for pre-teen 
girls called Shine.  

 
 
 
 
 
In the holidays E-Town runs 
holiday programmes. Until 
recently a nurse visited weekly 
through a partnership with 
Ngati Ruanui but the service 
has been affected by funding 
cuts.  Other options are being 
explored. 
Steffy shows us around the 
rooms given over to the after-
school centre.  
There are half a dozen 
computers lined up on tables, 
a pool table, a collection 
of second-hand chairs and 
couches, noticeboards with 
photos on and a TV area.  

The kids receive snacks in 
the afternoon and time to do 
what they wish.  Some might 
do homework; others chill 
out. Activities such as a pool 
tournament take place. 
Soon, Sport Taranaki will be 
running badminton sessions.

E-Town sprang out of a “silent 
crisis” in the town, explains 
Peter.  

In 2006 a local man was 
attacked by teens at his 
letterbox resulting in serious 
injury. Tagging was rife at the 
time and activities for kids 
sparse.  

BuIldIng a town and Its people In eltham
Sarah Foy recently visited E-Town in Eltham,  
the church hall converted four years ago into a breakfast 
club and after-school centre for the town’s youth.

Wendy Burnard With Jan and Peter Barleyman 
– sitting doWn for Breakfast after the rush of 

feeding kids has Passed. Photo: sarah foy 
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Many locals work shifts so 
parents are often not there at 
the start or end of the day. The 
primary school with a fairly 
consistent roll of 160 faces an 
annual turnover of up to 40 per 
cent.  
A range of governmental 
and non-governmental 
organisations (including the 
Bishop’s Action Foundation) 
gathered together to consider 
how best to help the town, 
and the Eltham Youth Health 
and Development Centre was 
formed.  

As the work of E-Town 
unfolded so too has community 
support, with a generous 
donation enabling the 
formation of a trust. In the early 
days All Saints parishioners 
were supportive but a bit 
unsure about their hall being 
commandeered. Now, some are 
volunteers for E-Town. 
“We felt as a church we needed 
to earn the right to speak into 
people’s lives,” says Peter.

Workshops with youth 
established values for the 
centre: words like Unity, 
Respect and Exciting are 
painted on the wall beside 
funky graffiti.
 

Since it started four years ago 
many groups and organisations 
have pitched in. The local Lions 
club, for example, painted the 
outside of the hall. 
 
It’s hard, sometimes, to get 
money for food, but E-Town is, 
after negotiation, now regarded 
as a ‘school’ so can access the 
nationwide Kickstart breakfast 
programme. The Red Cross 
also supports the breakfasts. 

In addition there is backing 
from the STDC, which helped 
hire the local art gallery in 
August so E-Town students 
could exhibit art created in 
holiday programmes. Among 
the work were intricately 
painted and stencilled 
skateboards.
Wendy Burnard talks about her 
involvement.  She’d walked 
past the centre many times, 
knew co-ordinator Steffy and 
after being made redundant 
from Fonterra, decided she 
wanted to do something 
“useful” with her time. She 
says she gets a buzz from 
doing good and seeing the kids 
develop.

Steffy, a mother of three, 
runs the E-Town programmes 
as well as co-ordinating its 
volunteers.  Formerly a Fonterra 
manager and co-owner of the 
Eltham Coronation Hotel, she’s 
a member of the school board 
and school PTA.  She knows 
many of the locals and has 
a cheerful yet matter-of-fact 
nature that fits with the kids.  
Born in Eltham, she’s lived in 
the town 24 years. Peter jokes 
that’s she’s the unofficial mayor. 

Soon there are plans to have 
an assistant co-ordinator to 
help her. Peter and Jan have 
lived in Eltham 10 years. 
“The whole thrust of what we 
do is for people to meet the 
unconditional love of God,” he 
says.  
Does it put bums on the seats 
of the church? Not necessarily, 
but it’s church done differently, 
he points out. The E-Town team 
fulfils various pastoral needs: 
simple things like making 
lemon and honey drinks for 
those with a cold or writing 
references for job applications. 

The seeds of a faith are being 
sown. Maybe the results won’t 
be obvious for years. “This 
has become their church. This 
is where the nurturing and 
care is happening. We are still 
developing a relationship for 
the future,” says Peter.  
He gives examples: one tough 
looking guy leaned across the 
hatch in the kitchen one day 
and said ‘I know who you are. 
You’re Mr God.  And you,” he 
said, pointing to Jan, “are Mrs 
God.” 
 
Or the young guy whom Peter 
bumped into once in town. 
In his younger days he was 
a handful. He’s now working 
in Perth and mentioned - to 
Peter’s pleasant surprise –he 
was involved with a church in 
Australia. 
 
“It’s attracted people back into 
the work of the church in the 
sense of outreach.” E-Town 
is also a safe place to let off 
steam. Recently there was talk 
of a stolen bike. Steffy used 
tact and diplomacy to resolve 
the issue among the adults.  
 
Jan puts it simply: “It’s lovely 
seeing the kids go to school 
with a full tummy.  If parents 
come as well, we delight 
in that.” A new place for 
togetherness and care is being 
built.

 
 

*The names of the children have been changed.

steffy mackay, outside the e-toWn hall, holds 
skateBoards lovingly stencilled and Painted By 

e-toWn students. Photo: sarah foy

Sarah Foy
Communications Team
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From the Registers    ...Mid-2013
Burials 
NAME      DATE OF DEATH DATE OF FUNERAL
Stanley Bruce Hewer    26 May 2013  28 May 2013
Norma Berenice Celestine Schultz  3 June 2013  7 June 2013
Alan Henry Gardner    6 June 2013  11 June 2013
Diane Mary Flowers    10 June 2013  13 June 2013
Muriel Winifred Foreman   11 June 2013  17 June 2013
Neville George Bishop   13 June 2013  15 June 2013
Mary Wyllie Grayling    13 June 2013  18 June 2013
Michael Mouti Taylor    17 June 2013  21 June 2013
Keith Hewitt Shaw    19 June 2013  24 June 2013
Adelaide Mary Antill    26 June 2013  1 July 2013
Lois Rae Linnell    24 June 2013  2 July 2013
Annie Nancy Doreen Penwarden  30 June 2013  11 July 2013
Joan Lambert     5 July 2013  11 July 2013
John George Reid    3 July 2013  8 July 2013
Edward Arthur Bishell    13 July 2013  17 July 2013
Dr Basil Frank Clarke    13 July 2013  18 July 2013
Rita Annie Alice Proffit   30 July 2013  3 August 2013
Dorothy Rigby     3 August 2013  8 August 2013
Ian Malcolm O’Hara    11 August 2013 15 August 2013
Clifford William Broad    22 August 2013 27 August 2013
Sylvia Doris Rushton    31 August 2013 4 September 2013
Ronald Harry Hartley Smith QFSM  8 September 2013 12 September 2013
Constance Coralie Robbins   12 September 2013 16 September 2013
 
Baptisms
NAME      DATE OF BAPTISM
Georgie Rowe     16 June, 2013
Amelia Ander     28 July, 2013
Ameliah Martin    4 August, 2013
Julian Jacobs     25 August, 2013
Brooke James     15 September, 2013
Charlotte Chew    15 September, 2013

Interested 
in booking a 
baptism? Great! 
Please contact Suzy 
Allen to plan the 
service.
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Kids’ Corner

ACROSS 
2. An area with grass or other vegetation for 
sheep or cattle to graze on

5. To be frightened of something

7. A building or dwelling place for a family

9. An area of low land between mountains or 
hills

10. An article of furniture upon which we eat our 
meals

DOWN 
1. To show kindness, compassion and 
forgiveness

3. One who herds, guards and tends sheep

4. The route along which something travels

6. To go or travel on foot

8. The quality of being morally bad or wrong; 
wicked

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. Psalm 23:1
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Contact  
Debby Aston  
at BrebnerPrint  
to discuss the endless  
possibilities for your next  
project.

mob 021 819 631 
email debby.aston@bspg.co.nz

Business House 
1 Moller Lane 
New Plymouth

Letterhead, Business Cards, Labels, Note Cards, 
Manuals, Annual Reports, Brochures, Booklets, 

Catalogues, Presentation Folders, Reports, 
Dividers, Manuals, Newsletters, Invitations, 

Calendars, Certificates, Banners, Posters, 
Fine Art Books, Menus, Wine Lists, 

Hang Tags, Tent Cards, Advertising 
Inserts, Direct Mail, Price Lists, 

Flyers. . .

Endless Possibilities
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One of the organisers, Denise 
Duncan, says a variety of 
work has been collected for 
the fundraiser, being held 
at the Devon Hotel’s Grand 
Auditorium on Thursday 
October 17.
There are oil paintings, 
watercolours, prints and the 
tapestry, donated by Margot 
Wiseman.
Mrs Wiseman says the framed 
work, believed to be 180 years 
old, has been in her family for 
as long as she can remember.  
The story of its origin, handed 
down through the generations, 
is that it belonged to the 
grandmother of famous English 
playwright, Noel Coward.  
She was friendly with Mrs 
Wiseman’s great-grandmother, 
Annie Sara Wiseman.
“It was left with her for 
safekeeping and subsequently 
left to her permanently,” says 
Mrs Wiseman.
Her paternal grandparents died 
when she was young, and she 
hasn’t been able to verify the 
story.

The tapestry depicts Jesus 
with his disciples gathered 
for the last supper before his 
crucifixion. Some colours have 
faded but others look as vibrant 
as they did years ago.
Mrs Wiseman had it examined 
and valued at Cordy’s 
auctioneers in Auckland in 
2011.
At the time they felt it had been 
worth between $3000-$4000, 
but now it’s hard to put a price 
on the woollen work, she says.

“I rather hope someone might 
be interested in it. I would like 
to think it would go to a good 
home.”

When Mrs Wiseman’s mother 
had the tapestry reframed 
many years ago, a newspaper 
glued to the back included an 
article about beer tax, which 
was introduced to the UK in 
the 1830’s. This places the 
tapestry’s age at about 180 
years.

Denise Duncan says support 
for the auction had come not 
just from local artists but also 
from out-of- towners.
She has helped organise events 
like this before, and is working 
alongside members of the 
fundraising committee. 

The auction is a free event with 
nibbles provided and a bar 
available for those wishing to 
purchase drinks. 
Viewing is from 4pm and the 
auction runs from 7-9pm.  

Phone Denise (06) 753-3381  
for more information.

Up to 35 art works, including an historic tapestry, 
are to feature in the cathedral’s upcoming art auction.

Coward link to old tapestry

margot Wiseman holds uP the taPestry that’s Been 
in her family for generations.  she’s selling it at the 

uPcoming art auction, Being held on octoBer 17.

Sarah Foy
Communications Team

John Pickering is seeking 
contact details of descendants 
of the following: 

James Charleton 
died 6.8.1899 

 
Thomas Broham 

died 20.12.1900 
 

Thomas Davies 
died 26.6.1850 

 
William Halse 
died 13.4.1882 

 
Anne Hartley 
died 1.6.1860 

 
Harriet Sutcliff  

died 2.3.1867 
 

Mary Ann Hughes 
died 7.11.1880 

 
John Medland 
died 13.2.1862 

 
Hannah Milner 
died 22.4.1861 

 
John Oliver 

died 8.8.1899
 

John Smith 
died 11.7.1853  

If you can help please contact 
Anne Knox :  
atd@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Renovation 
of the graves
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ST MARY’S DIOCESAN
SCHOOL STRATFORD

Growing Successful Learners, Courageous
Leaders and Resolute Women since 1914.

Our girls believe there are no limits
to what they can achieve

Phone 06 765 5333
www.stmarysstratford.school.co.nz

Full and Weekly Boarding Enrolments for 2014 open now

The Cathedral magazine printing and production costs are entirely funded through the generosity  
of our sponsors. A BIG thank you to each one of them for making this publication possible.

Following the highly successful 
Taranaki Pilgrimage, which saw 
the Dean and Puke Ariki curator 
Andrew Moffat travel to all 37 
parishes within the Diocese of 
Taranaki in nine days, has come 
a new venture into the ministry 
life of the cathedral.

The links and relationships 
formed during the pilgrimage 
were ones that have been 
treasured by so many. The 
cathedral has seen it as very 
important for the people of our 
Diocese to know that this was 
not simply a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to engage with 
each other, to talk, to pray and 
to worship God together.

Since then, a pattern of taking 
the cathedral “on the road” to 
our neighbouring parishes of 
the diocese has developed. 

It sees the Dean and the 
Cathedral Choir bringing the 
Office of Choral Evensong to 
the parishes where all aspects 
of the service are shared by the 
cathedral with the people of 
that place. 

The choir sings the Office 
with appropriate anthems, the 
Dean preaches and all have 
the opportunity to sing hymns, 
which are chosen by the Music 
Ministry Team. 

Although this may sound as 
though the Cathedral is taking 
over, it couldn’t be more the 
opposite. 

For so many of these parishes, 
there hasn’t been an evening 
service, like Choral Evensong, 
held for many years. 

It is truly wonderful to be able 
to bring this liturgy back into the 
lives of the people where for so 
many it was a part of their ritual 
of Sunday services.

The cathedral has visited St 
John’s Church, Waitara in May 
and St Mary’s Church, Hawera 
in August. Plans are in place 
to visit St Andrew’s Church, 
Inglewood in November to 
assist them in celebrating their 
Patronal Festival in the form of 
a Choral Eucharist. 

The Dean is hopeful that we 
will be able to make three visits 
like this each year, particularly if 
we are able to help celebrate a 
significant day in the life of the 
parish.

 Musically, these visits will bring 
some challenges, but none that 
can’t be overcome. 

Although Hawera is blessed 
with the 1909 Norman & Beard 
pipe organ at St Mary’s, there 
are many parishes throughout 
Taranaki that don’t have any 
type of keyboard at all! 

With a wealth of 
unaccompanied repertoire at 
hand, this will not present any 
problems for the Cathedral 
Choir. 
In fact, it will assist greatly 
in building up a collection of 
unaccompanied works that 
can be easily used within 
the cathedral’s own liturgies 
throughout the year.

From the Organ Console

Christopher J. Luke
Organist & Director of Music

This is a very exciting venture 
for the cathedral as we continue 
“being as Christ to the community”  
of Taranaki. 

But don’t take this article as 
gospel for what has happened and 
what is to occur. Why not make 
yourself available to come along 
with us as we take the cathedral 
“on the road”.
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Fifty new hymn books, donated 
by parishioners and those 
associated with the cathedral, 
were blessed at a service on 
Sunday February 17.
The cathedral choirs will use 
the set of 50 books called the 
Complete Anglican Hymns Old 
and New.  

Dean Jamie Allen says when the 
prospect of funding the books 
– for the adult and youth choir - 
was proposed it seemed a huge 
and unreachable prospect. 
“Yet, it has been very moving to 
witness the dedications flowing 
in, bit by bit - and to see the love 
with which this manner of giving 
has been embraced.”
People paid $50 to dedicate a 
book with many acknowledging 
previous choir members or 
deceased parishioners. 

One even pays tribute to the 
music of Elvis Presley. 
The books replace the previous 
practice of photocopying sheets 
of paper. Dean Jamie says 
it’s better for the environment 
to use a set of books rather 
than endlessly duplicating and 
copying paper.  

Cathedral choir member Angie 
Joines inscribed the 50 books, 
beginning work on them in 
December and finishing the night 
before the blessing service.

It was a labour of love as she has 
a broken back and slipped disc 
so could only do the calligraphy 
in short bursts.
She welcomed the new books 
saying the quality of the 
photocopied hymns could vary, 
depending on the original song. 

“It will be very nice to have 
clearer pages to sing from.”
The hymn books were displayed 
before the 10am service, and 
then ‘paraded’ up the front by 
children from Faith Crew. Each of 
the 50 dedications was read out 
during the service. The books 
have already been pressed into 
service.

Books of song a tribute

Angie Joines and Judith Lamb from 
the cathedral choir display some of the 

hymn books with their dedications. 

The Youth Choir meets every 
Tuesday afternoon from 4pm 
to 5pm. Biscuits greet the 
choristers as they arrive from 
school for an hour of singing 
and musical theory.

The purpose of this choir is 
to foster a love of music with 
an emphasis on the Anglican 
tradition of music and to support 
the musical ministry of this 
cathedral.  

We lead the Family Service - the 
fourth Sunday of the month - 
and the bi-monthly Light and 
Learning Services are our own 
special responsibility.  
Our choir is affiliated to the 
Royal School of Church Music 
and we are undertaking the 
Voice For Life programme, 
which fosters theoretical 
understanding of music.

This means an average of 15 
minutes each Tuesday working 
our way through various levels 
of the Voice For Life books, 
working towards badges, 
medals and certificates. 

Our choir began with ten 
choristers and currently 
numbers seven. Individual 
voices are developing well and 
despite fluctuating attendance 
at certain services, 

the knowledge of music notation 
and voice production techniques 
is increasing steadily.  

We are accompanied by Mr. 
Christopher Luke and have 
recently broadened the choice 
of music to reflect the interests 
of the choristers. This all sounds 
very serious. The truth of the 
matter is that we have a great 
deal of fun each week.  

As the Choir Director of this 
group, I am very grateful to the 
choristers for allowing me to 
enjoy their company as we learn 
together.

New members are always 
welcome.  If you are interested, 
please contact me through the 
church office.

The Taranaki Cathedral Youth Choir

Judith S. Lamb
Assistant Director of Music

Sarah Foy
Communications Team



18

1. How long have you been a member of the 
cathedral and what attracted you to the church?
I was drawn to the cathedral firstly because of its 
place in the city and its architecture, so it was an 
easy choice for me. I love the people, the church 
interior, the relevance of its services and its sense of 
history.

2. What brought you to NP and when did you arrive? 
I arrived five years ago to 
be the Chief Executive of 
WITT. The challenge of 
the role also offered me 
the opportunity, for the 
first time in my career, to 
be close to family based 
in South Taranaki and 
Wanganui, so that was 
a bonus. I’m another 
managed refugee from 
Auckland who happily 
transferred loyalty from the 
Blues to the ‘Canes.

3. Tell us about your job? There has been publicity 
about it recently - what are your thoughts now 
you have left the post? I loved my job at WITT and 
worked with many people, both staff and those 
in community, business and industry who were 
committed to our success and the quality training 
of Taranaki’s students. WITT is in a good place now 
and needs to continue there.  
I wish its staff and students every success.  
I am now seeing what opportunities there are for me 
to continue to serve this community.

4. What is the best thing about living in Taranaki? 
Everything that we need for a great lifestyle is here.  
We are close to family and halfway between 
grandchildren in Wellington and Auckland.  
This community has been very good to us.

5. What’s the most challenging aspect of living here?  
I haven’t climbed Mount Taranaki yet!

Continued on the next page...

Cathedral Spotlight - Richard Handley 
Richard Handley was elected to Vestry at the March AGM. Our cathedral magazine put a series of 
questions to Richard six months after he joined the church’s governing body.

Peter Holden has stepped into a role on Vestry 
after a position became available midway through 
the year.  He talks about his reasons for joining the 
governing body and reflects on the financial position 
of the cathedral.  
“I was prompted to agree to join vestry because as 
much as I can, I would like to contribute something 
back to the cathedral community.  My late wife Chris 
and I started coming to the cathedral soon after we 
arrived in Taranaki - around 2 years ago.  I think that 
a first visit to any new church is so important. You 
only get one chance to make a first impression. 

Our first impression, in the welcome we received, 
ensured that we returned. Very quickly we felt part 
of the new community we had moved into. This was 
never more clearly demonstrated to me than last 
November when Chris so tragically passed away.  
I was, and continue to be appreciative of the loving 
support I have received from the Taranaki Cathedral 
community.
Chris and I were active members of the Anglican 
church in all our previous locations. Both of us 
at various times served on vestry, both in Stoke, 
Nelson and prior to that in Ashburton. 

Our contributions were always more of a practical 
nature, and I think the important thing about 
managing church business is to ensure you have a 
range of skills at the table. Finances are never an 
easy topic to broach at church… I don’t pretend to 
have all the answers to creating a balanced budget, 
but I do see two sides. I think prayer is important. 
God does provide, but I also think you have to act in 
response to prayer and sometimes that might mean 
doing something completely different.” 
Peter is national sales manager for a national 
agricultural supply business. He and wife Chris 
immigrated to New Zealand from Australia in 1981. 
(On the day Rob Muldoon 
was elected prime minister, 
and shortly after the famous 
Springbok tour).  
He has a background 
in farming and farm 
management. It was his 
current job that brought the 
couple to Taranaki.

Cathedral Spotlight - Peter Holden

Sarah Foy
Communications Team
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In thirty years of Christian discipleship I have not seen 
a course so richly resourced as the one I have just 
attended… offering a variety of learning styles;  
it was challenging, inspiring and fun!  

Why did I attend? I wanted to know how I could more 
effectively reach the world with God’s love.  

A good number of people attended and from very 
diverse backgrounds.

From the moment we first arrived Jamie had us 
engaging in the process of discovering God’s mission 
in the world and how he desires us to partner with 
him.

We covered discipleship essentials such as baptism, 
friendship with God and self-renewal.  
We journeyed through self-discovery; reflecting 
on people and experiences that have shaped us, 
recognizing our gifts, understanding how we tick… 
and sharing (as we felt ready) our stories and 
passions. 
 
This was an affirming and clarifying process.

Bible study was a consistent component of the course 
and helped us to understand God’s knowledge of us, 
how he desires us to relate to others, to his creation, 
and helped us to better understand who we are called 
to be.  

A highlight of the course was in learning how we hear 
God’s call.  While I’ll not give the answer away here 
I will give you a clue.  There was something special 
about journeying together… exploring corporately, 
looking at Christian traditions, praying together, 
listening together, and sharing.  

This is a “prep-course” to become an agent of change 
- suitable for anybody wanting to make a difference 
for God. It might open wide the doors of change in 
your life; or it may deepen your effectiveness in the 
place God has you right now. Neither is a more valid 
outcome than the other.
For me, I ended the course with a wonderful feeling… 
that I wasn’t finishing something but rather beginning 
an exciting new adventure.

Exploring Vocations Course - Winter 2013

Sue Horton
Exploring Vocations Attendee

 The exploring VocaTions course will be offered again in february 2014 - 
please email dean@taranakicathedral.org.nz to sign up!

6. Why become a member of Vestry?
The Bishop and Dean offer inspired leadership, 
which impressed me and I am pleased to 
contribute if I can. I joined vestry for 
three reasons: firstly, Dean Jamie 
is very persuasive: secondly, there 
are business issues to resolve and 
thirdly my Dad was a member of 
the vestry for the Waitotara Parish 
for many years as well as being 
a Synodsman, so I felt there was 
something of a family duty. Sarah Foy

Communications Team

Advent Service of Lessons and Carols
The Choir of Taranaki Cathedral * Ars Nova Choir 

Harry Brown, organ * Christopher J. Luke, director 
 

Sunday 1 December 2013 * 5:00pm
Music by Arcadelt, Goldschmidt, Mendelssohn, Nixon & Stanford 

with organ music from 4:30pm

Taranaki Cathedral Church of  St Mary
37 Vivian St, New Plymouth

O Come Emmanuel!

(06) 758-3111 *  www.taranakicathedral.org.nz
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Taranaki Cathedral 
Church of St Mary
37 Vivian Street, New Plymouth
Phone (06) 758 3111
admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz
www.taranakicathedral.org.nz
www.facebook.com/
TaranakiCathedral

The Archishop of New Zealand:
The Most Revd Philip Richardson

Kaumatua:
The Venerable Tiki Raumati

Dean:
The Very Revd Jamie Allen
027 557 7257
dean@taranakicathedral.org.nz
 
Associate to the Dean:
Anne Knox
027 6444 755
atd@taranakicathedral.org.nz 

Clergy:
The Revd Annie Baigent -  
Vocational Deacon
annie.baigent@gmail.com
The Revd Bruno Egli - Assistant Priest
021 081 72239
brunoegli@ihug.co.nz
The Revd Canon Bill Marsh -  
Canon Pastor
027 3064 567
bmarsh@xtra.co.nz
The Revd David Pearce -  
Assistant Priest
(06) 758 3303
The Revd Gloria Williams -  
Vocational Deacon
(06) 753 4050
dgpriorw@me.com

Family Workers:
Suzy Allen - Sunday Family Worker
suzy@taranakicathedral.org.nz
Anne-Marie Cohead - Youth Enabler & 
Ministry Assistant
youth@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Director of Music:
Christopher Luke
027 560 0338
music@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Wardens:
Lesley Lowe - People’s Warden
Sarah Foy - Dean’s Warden

Office Staff:
Ronelle Henn - Head Administrator
admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz
Carolyn Manuel - PA to the Dean
deanspa@taranakicathedral.org.nz
Verity Pasione - Communications Officer
info@taranakicathedral.org.nz

...and many, many more who sustain and 
nourish, lead and listen, serve and pray.

Sun 6th October, 10am   Pet Blessing Service - spot prizes 
for your pets!

Sun 6th October, 5pm   Service of Healing and 
Wholeness

Sun 27th October, 7pm   All Souls Memorial Service

Sun 3rd November, 3:30pm  Cathedral Forum

Sun 3rd November, 5pm   Service of Light and Learning

Sun 24th November, 7pm   Patronal Festival Eucharist at 
Inglewood

Sun 27th November, 7:30pm  Joint Advent Service at Taranaki 
Cathedral

Sun 1st December, 5pm  Advent Carol Service

Wed 18th December, 7:30pm Carols by Candlelight

Fri 20th December, 5pm  Nativity Musical

Sat 21st December, 5pm  Nativity Musical

Sun 22nd December, 5pm  Nativity Musical

Tues 24th December, 11:30pm Midnight Mass

Wed 25th December, 8am  Christmas Communion

Wed 25th December, 10am   Christmas Family Service - bring 
a pressie you’ve just opened!

Sun 29th December, 5pm  Evensong

Want to make a donation? Thank you. You can use this form to:
 Support Taranaki Cathedral    $50
        $100
        $200
        $............
  Become a Friend of Taranaki Cathedral $50/year

Personal Details:      Tick if you do not require a receipt
name:        Make Cheques payable to: Taranaki Cathedral
Ph:        Send to: 37 Vivian Street, New Plymouth
aDDress:       for Internet Banking:
email:        Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary, 

       TSB Bank 15-3942-0578002-80
  I would like information regarding bequests
  I would like an automatic payment form for regular donations

 
We are a registered charity and all donations are eligible for a 33% tax rebate.

Diary of Special Services


