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A message from
your Dean

T a r a N a K I  c a T h E D r a L  N E W S

Letter from the Dean - The Very Revd Jamie Allen

TĒNĀ KOUTOU KATOA ~ Warmest greetings to you.

This lent-tide magazine comes to you with the joyful realisation and anticipation 
of many blessings -  even as we hold back our alleluias for this season. 

At our family service on the first Sunday of Lent, our 
alleluias were packed away in a box - and remain in front 
of the altar. Also packed away were the Gloria (not our 
deacon, Gloria, thankfully! But the song...), the colour of 
celebration (white), and the flowers. The ancient practice 
of refraining from these during Lent echoes the restraint 
and penitential nature of the season -- which serves 
doubly to emphasise the joy of a church richly decorated 
with flowers to celebrate Easter (rather than to celebrate 
waiting for Easter !) Oh, how we will sing alleluia at our 
Dawn Vigil, 6am on Easter Sunday. See our Service 
Times page in this magazine for more information.

Article Continued page 4

Katy allen, holding our alleluias!

Anticipation....
We are fast approaching a most special weekend in the life of our Cathedral - our 
Thanksgiving for Good Stewardship. Saturday 31st March and Sunday 1st April - the 
weekend is all about the seeds that are being sown and nurtured by this Cathedral 
for our community. It is about the Light of the World, Jesus Christ, who leads us as a 
people - and ideas that have been planted - and the grace given to this flock, of which 
you are a vital member to grow them.
 The very basis for our Cathedral life is that we are a 
praying community. Hence, the heart of the weekend 
will be a 24 hour time of prayer by the Dean and others. 
Some of this prayer will be aloud - and will include the 
reading aloud of the entire Book of Common Prayer 
(sound familiar?) which has its anniversary this year 
- 350 years old - a little younger than the King James 

Bible we celebrated last year. It is the season for anniversaries! But what a poetic 
and beautiful resource to share aloud. More about the book of Common Prayer 
later in this magazine (see the article on page 14).
The chain of prayer begins at 11.30am on Saturday; our Bishop will be joining us to plant the first bulb. A special 
pig-on-a-spit lunch; palm-cross making; a dessert competition; a concert featuring Christopher Luke and Leigh 
Kereopa; a further concert by Ars Nova; Palm procession with a donkey; review of the Cathedral’s stewardship; 
telling the story of our OSCAR programmes; youth events and an Auction of Promises, together with the screening 
of another episode of the TV series we made in the UK - A Country Parish. See the Stewardship Weekend diary 
on the back cover of the magazine - and please do come and support; plant a bulb; enjoy the fellowship that we 
share.

And with thanksgiving for many blessings...
Those blessings include the appointments of our Youth Enabler, Karen Teo - and our Cathedral Development 
officer - Alastair Crombie.
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What is Karen’s role?
Karen’s calling is to develop and nurture a wonderful ministry, based at Taranaki Cathedral, 
making connections throughout this region. She is  Youth Ministry Enabler for the Cathedral and 
for the Taranaki Bishopric. Karen is exploring the possibilities around establishing greater links 
between our churches, in Youth Ministry - sharing resources, and building ways for our young 
people to have their voice in our church - as well as their space to meet and worship. Karen was 
commissioned in this role on Sunday 29th January. If you are interested in any way in youth 
ministry -- to help, support, guide or give financial backing -- please do call in and see Karen - or 
phone/email her - details are on our website.

Dean Jamie’s Message continued...

What is Alastair’s role?
Alastair is responsible for the following areas of work:
1. Implementation of sustainable funding strategies.
a. For the ongoing mission and ministry of this Cathedral, exploring possibilities for new funding 
streams.
a. In the immediate fundraising needs for the Cathedral buildings. There is a critical need to 

balance the pressing preservation needs of the building against a strategy for the development of the Cathedral 
precinct, Vicarage and Peace Hall Complex - exploring these interwoven areas with an eye to the big picture, 
in collaboration with Chapter/Vestry and its subcommittees, and the Bishop, Dean, Wardens, Staff and Ministry 
Team, and the whole Cathedral whanau.

2. Development of the Cathedral’s Civic Role.
a. The five year plan for the Cathedral ministry, developed in 2010/11, notes the priority which must be given 
to the conservation and preservation needs of the building. Hand in hand with this is the overarching need 
for the building to better express the Three Tikanga partnership which it embodies. The next five years will 
be critical in undertaking this work - the new beginning offering a unique chance for a high profile community-
owned development program. The Cathedral Development Officer’s role in this will be pivotal both in project 
management and sourcing funding. 
b. Cathedrals hold a special place and privilege at the heart of their communities. They can be the “place to 
go” when we are seeking answers to life’s difficult questions or needing to gather together to rejoice or for 
lament. Cathedrals are venues for celebrating the arts, for giving thanks for works of charitable organisations, for 
honouring local business and commerce. The Cathedral Development Officer’s role is to share in this work and 
ministry (including promoting the Cathedral as a venue).
Alastair is working for the cathedral two days a week (normally Tuesdays and Thursdays),
undertaking these critical tasks. He brings to our team exceptional gifts and experience, honed from a lifelong 
career in media and production both in New Zealand and overseas - including much time spent in Africa, and 
working with organisations such as World Vision. Alastair is a person of faith and integrity, with much energy and 
wisdom to devote to Taranaki, with this cathedral as a base. I am delighted at his appointment, and at the depth 
to which Alastair has already shown his identification with the vision of this cathedral community.

A further appointment - which was over a year in exploration - was completed in mid 
January, when Christopher Luke ended his journey from Hobart to New Plymouth and 
took on the role of Director of Music. We are so blessed that God has called such a lovely 
person - full of music and so skilled in choral direction, to live and work amongst us. 
Christopher’s presence is part of a very exciting new development in music for Taranaki, 
which has not yet fully come to fruition - so his story will be more fully told in the next 
Cathedral Magazine - watch this space.

For these blessings, and for all that God has in store for us; let us give thanks -- it seems appropriate to use these 
words from the Book of Common Prayer. 
Hope to see you over the our Stewardship Weekend - or during the Easter Season.
O ye people of God, bless ye the Lord;  O ye priests of the Lord, bless ye the Lord;
O ye servants of the Lord, bless ye the Lord; praise him and magnify him for ever.
O ye spirits and souls of the righteous, bless ye the Lord;  
O ye holy and humble men of heart, bless ye the Lord. 
Let us bless the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; praise him and magnify him for ever.

Lovingly,  Dean Jamie
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Greetings to you 
all again. As usual we 
have been very busy. 
I wondered how to 
reflect back to you 
what we do, I thought 

most will know already what I do, 
so I decided I would share why I do 
it. 

During the holiday programme we 
always have a theme for the week: 
this time the focus was on kindness. 
A very tough thing to be asked to 
do when you are coming from a 
place of pain, as some of these 
children are living in constantly.  
God knows that for children (and 
adults) when we love others a 
special kind of healing takes place 
within ourselves. 
 
I told them many bible stories 
during the week, but when I told this 
one, the room became unbelievably 
quiet. And so I have decided to put 
it in here, as I think it encompasses 
what we try to achieve. To minister 
to the hurting and those who hurt 
us. More often than not they too are 
hurting.

Here is the story:- Ok guys all 
this week we have talked about 
kindness.  It is certainly not easy 
being kind sometimes, is it? I mean, 
what if you are hurting? No one 
would expect you to be kind then, 
would they?

SO I thought I would give you one 
more example and let it sit with 
you. I warn you it might make you 
feel a little uncomfortable, I know 
it did me.

Here we go. It starts in a garden a 
long time ago, and in this garden 
we find a  young man weeping, so 
upset that he is actually crying 

blood. Wow, he must have been 
really upset!

He did have some friends with him. 
He had tried to wake his friends to 
be with him but they were too busy 
sleeping (some friends!). Then the 
young man gets up because he 
hears soldiers coming. He knows 
who they are coming for, they are 
coming for him. Not that he had 
done anything wrong, not ever!! 

This young man had chosen to be 
punished for something others had 
done wrong - you and me. The 
soldiers were coming to take him to 
his death. Not very fair, that, is it?

Along with the soldiers was 
someone who used to pretend to be 
his friend (in fact, he had sold this 
young man to his enemies); an even 
worse friend. I imagine this young 
man was very afraid.  

Finally, one of his friends realised 
what was about to happen and he 
cut off a soldier’s ear.

What did this young man do? 
Listen, this is very important. He 
picked up the ear and miraculously 
healed it. The young man whom

they were about to crucify for 
things that others had done wrong, 
stopped to heal before they took 
him to his death. He stopped in 
the middle of this horrible drama, 
to be kind to someone who didn’t 
deserve it.

Why on earth would he do that? 
Because he loves and forgives, not 
because he has to, but because he 
chooses to.

So if Jesus, the master of all the 
universe, can stop and be kind, 

what is your excuse not to?

How has this story touched you?  
So many already give, through 
volunteer hours, donated clothing, 
and food which goes to the lonely 
and hurting. 
Your kindness enables God’s love 
and healing to flow. Because of 
your kindness people know of 
God’s love; ‘faith with feet.’ If 
you are in a place where you need 
God’s love, please get in touch, 
021 0137 8070. I know the young 
man in the garden, and he wants to 
heal you too.

Thank you and very many blessings
Katy

Service To Others Really Matters

Jesus heals
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Being welcomed and included into a church family is considerably easier 
for some people than it for others. If one brings personal gifts, valued 
contributions, status, standing within the community, financial wealth, past 
achievement(s), potential for future achievement, articulate verbal skills, 
pleasant personal appearance, physical ability, social skills, ‘acceptable 
levels’ of personal hygiene and the like, one is more than likely to greeted 
at the door and welcomed, connected and included (at least over time) into 
the fabric of the church family. But what if you do not have any or all of 
the above attributes? What if you live your life on the margins of society?

The exclusion and relegation of an individual or groups to ‘outsider’ status is 
not a new phenomenon. Jesus often confronted the strong and the powerful 

and modelled to us how we are to stand with the “poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame”. Unfortunately we are not 
always as good at following our Lord’s lead as we could be and today, in 2012, there are still people who are being 
excluded and rejected from the body of Christ. How can this be? Further, it is not only ‘strangers’ who come to our door 
that are not included and embraced, but at times people who are a part of the body are cut off and thrown out.  

To illustrate, let me introduce you to a man we’ll call Peter. Peter is a man who has lived on the margins of society his 
whole life. This has occurred not as a result of personal choice but as a result of having being born with a disability 
called Autism.  Peter was born into a Christian family and attended church with his family as he grew, but over the years 
Peter found himself living an increasingly segregated and lonely life. Despite Peter’s very high levels of intelligence in 
quite specific areas, he has struggled to maintain his physical health and wellbeing. 
After many years outside of the church some of Peter’s (non-Christian) friends decided to reconnect him to his faith 
community and did so. Peter was known by some of the ‘older folk’ of the church who remembered him from many 
years before and he was welcomed and a place was created for him.  He was a regular member of this church family for 
a few years and all was well. About eighteen months ago Peter’s friends were asked to not bring him back ‘for a while’ 
and he has never been back since.

What could have happened to cause the body of Christ to cut off one of its own?  Well let’s first talk about what did not 
happen.  Peter did not murder, he did not have an affair with another believer (or anyone for that matter), he did not 
create any dissent or trouble amongst the believers, he did not steal any funds, assault anyone in any shape or form, take 
anything that did not belong to him 

What he did ‘do’ was lose some of his ability to control his bodily functions. 
In short, there were occasions when he would lose control of his bladder. The 
straw that broke the camel’s back came the day he then lost control of his 
bowels. Now I’m not saying that this wasn’t a very unpleasant experience for 
all who were near, but was it an offense of excommunicational proportion?  
And the reason this is all so relevant to our topic is, would the same end point 
have been arrived at if Peter was not from a devalued and marginalised position 
to begin with?

If we can reject one of our own how much easier is it to reject the stranger who, as the popular slang describes, is an 
EGR – ‘extra grace required’.

One rationale of how the above can happen in contradiction to clear biblical teaching is that people’s actions are driven 
by deeply unconscious beliefs and assumptions.  Beliefs and assumptions about the causes of disability and the proper 
response, about the nature of ‘suffering’, faith, healing and the nature of God all collide in a way to create such internal 
conflict (if left unchecked) that it is pushed down and relegated to our unconscious.  It is our unconscious beliefs and 
attitudes that then inform our actions, and the world gives us all manner of excuses for acting on such attitudes i.e. OSH, 
the wellbeing of the majority, infection control, etc.  

As confronting as Peter’s example can be for us, take a moment to reflect on what Peter’s (non-Christian) friends have 
taken away from their experience. Much can be done to support and assist ‘the church’ to be inclusive and the true body 
of Christ but we must start with challenging our internal beliefs and assumptions and bringing the light of Christ into 
these dark corners of our soul.

Light & Learning : Everybody Welcome
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Karen Teo began as Youth Enabler 
at the Cathedral in January. Sarah 
Foy asks her about the journey 

that led to this new role.

A quiet church building, devoid 
of people, was Karen Teo’s 
introduction to Christianity.
It was about 14 years ago 
when, as a worker in inner city 
Singapore, she began visiting an 
empty church.  The crucifix at the 
front, as well as the peace of the 
building, enthralled her.
“For one year I went back to the 
same church and sat in an area 
around the same pew.  After one year I 
got brave enough to venture out of the 
pews into the [church] bookshop.”

Looking back now, she realises she 
was conducting a silent dialogue with 
God.  
Afterwards she found out the Roman 
Catholic church, called the Church 
of St Alphonsus, is renowned for the 
role it has played in converting people 
to Christianity. It was founded by the 
Redemptorists, a society of missionary 
priests established in Italy in the 1700s.
For five years Karen continued to read 
about Christianity and visit the church 
when few others were around. In 
2003 she was baptised. That had been 
spurred on by the wishes of a dying 
Aunt who asked to be baptised before 
her death.
The priest who baptised Karen’s Aunt 
explained that Christianity was a 
community. “It was a leap of faith,” 
says Karen of the decision to become 
more fully involved.

Escape from rat race leads to Taranaki

But she’d had an inkling of Christianity. 
As a child her parents sent her to a 
Catholic kindergarten, having heard 
from others that it was “more fun.”

“We got to sing and dance.  My father 
thought ‘Ok I want my kid to have fun.’  
The seeds were planted when I was 
only four.”

She trained as a chef but by the time she 
began learning about Christianity, she 
was working with youth in a Christian 
social service based in Singapore. Karen 
was the only Catholic in the office and 
learnt to pray ecumenically. 

“It was a good time to faith share with 
my colleagues from all denominations.  
It was also a good chance to have 
dialogue and develop understanding.”

Karen immigrated to New Zealand two 
years ago, initially to a job in Taupo.  
She was recruited through a social work 

agency and opted to live outside 
Auckland.
“I wanted to have a quality of 
life,” she says of her decision to 
leave Singapore.  “I was getting 
tired of the rat race.”

The job in Taupo saw her working 
for the Child Youth and Family 
Service (CYFS) but after a year 
she sought a change of scenery.  

She started a youth-orientated role 
with the Roman Catholic church 
in Taranaki before becoming the 
Youth Enabler at the cathedral.  

That has been another leap of faith, 
she says of the role, which is part time 
and challenging in its breadth.  Her 
Mother, newly baptised, gave her the 
incentive to accept it, urging her not 
to ignore the call of the Lord.

“It’s going to be a challenging job…
but at the same time I’m receiving 
good guidance.  There is a pretty 
good network of existing leaders and 
because we all work ecumenically 
that’s a positive.”  She will work on 
developing a youth ministry, youth 
orientated services and events such as 
movie nights and short courses.

"I wanted to have a 
quality of life,"

Youth Enabler Karen Teo
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Christchurch - 
gathering in prayer

It was deeply moving to see the community widely 
represented at our service of prayer and memorial on 
22nd February at 12.30pm -- remembering the time 
when that terribly destructive earthquake struck in 
Christchurch last year. The people came pouring in. 
Many of our local schools took part - and students led 
prayers and readings. Emergency services; the NP 
District Council; many professional organisations were 
represented. 

During the service, The Madrigal Companie, directed 
by Paul Cooke, sang their Elegy to end the time of 
silence, in memory of those who had died - and the 
bell tolled out its song too - one ring to commemorate 
each life lost on that most painful of days. 
 There is no describing the atmosphere, as we stood in 
solidarity with our brothers and sisters in Canterbury, 
in a darkened Cathedral; marveled at the hope and 
courage of that community, and wept at this loss. A 
support group for Cantabrians in Taranaki is being 
established locally. Contact me if you would like to 
know more.
The legacies of this service - the healing embrace of 
the atmosphere; the comforting presence of the Holy 
Spirit; the depth of shared grief and the unvoiced 
acknowledgment of the horror of this tragedy - must 
dwell with us as a constant reminder of our oneness. 
Being church, gathering around the table helps us to 
remember - “Though we are many, we are one body”. 
The Eternal Word does the same; “For God has not 
given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7) May God confront 
us, whenever we pray, with a remembering of the 
suffering of our brothers and sisters (including those 
in our midst), and the challenge to roll up our sleeves 
and to help.

Lovingly, Dean Jamie

“What you see 
depends on what 

you’re looking for.”

Patrick Butler and Ethan Griffiths of
 St Pius X School offer the Bible reading to a 

congregation of hundreds.
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A French Canadian-Kiwi couple who 
recently married at the Cathedral might 
have wished for snow in the middle of 
summer.

But the pair were happy with Taranaki 
alternatives - snowflake ribbons and a 
snowboard guard of honour.
Bruno Moise Cretney and Charlotte 
Trundle tied the knot on January 7 in a 
ceremony officiated by Dean Jamie Allen.

The couple live in Wanaka but Charlotte’s 
father is English-born Stuart Trundle, 
Venture Taranaki’s chief executive, 
while her mother Liz comes from New 
Plymouth and has family connections to 
St Mary’s.
Bruno grew up in Canada although his 
father is a New Zealander and he spent 
holidays in Masterton.

The young couple met several years ago 
in Wanaka, the southern town notable for 
its winter lifestyle of snow sports.  Both 
are professional snowboarders but they 
hold other jobs - Charlotte as a journalist 
and Bruno as a hotel/restaurant manager.

Snow-struck Summer Wedding at St Mary’s

They chose to marry at the cathedral 
for several reasons. Charlotte’s father 
is involved with the Bishop’s Action 
Foundation; there is her mother’s 
connections with St Mary’s, as well 
as Charlotte’s sense of the building’s 
significance.

“It’s such an historic place and it means 
so much to Taranaki people in so many 
ways.  It’s been there for so long, there 
are many memories there…It’s one of the 
most beautiful churches in New Zealand. 
She described their afternoon wedding as 
“perfect.”

The couple opted for a black and white 
themed event with bridesmaids clad in 
black and pew ribbons tied in the same 
colours.  

The cathedral’s florists created church 
displays and the choir played their part, 
singing a song from the UK film, Love 
Actually. “Before the day I didn’t realise 
they had gone to so much trouble to 
rehearse…they did an awesome job.

“I think a lot of people forget about that 
aspect [of the cathedral].  The choir can 
learn a song for a special occasion.”

Another personal touch was Dean Jamie’s 
gift to the couple.  He bought them a 
French-English dictionary, highlighting 
key words in each other’s language 
such as ‘anniversary’ and love.  “It was 
nice how Jamie really managed to get to 
know us and put that relationship into the 
service.” 

French and English passages were also 
read aloud, linking the couple’s two 
cultures. and they left under a guard of 
honour formed by snowboards held aloft.   
Established New Plymouth photographer 
Pip Guthrie, who is well used to taking 
pictures in the cathedral, took the photos.  

While New Plymouth couldn’t 
manufacture the soft white stuff that 
Charlotte and Bruno live half their lives 
on, the day lived up to their expectations 
in every other way.

Sarah Foy
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 Our first fund raising event for 2012 

The Elizabethan Courtyard Delights was held on 
Saturday February 18th from 2.30pm to 4.30pm. 

Halleluiah!!! The Fund Raising Committee Members 
are on a high after a very successful Elizabethan 

Courtyard Experience.

The enthralling afternoon performance by our  St. 
Mary’s  Bell  Ringers,  arranged  by  Anne  Street 
was  held  inside  the  cathedral  and  received  many 
favourable comments which set the tone for the remainder of the afternoon.

The delicious Devonshire teas provided by parishioners was much 
appreciated by over 80 visitors who then settled down to watch the 
Elizabethan Dance Group perform so gracefully in their beautiful 
costumes and adornments and listened to a wide repertoire of songs 
by the Madrigal Singers who were also dressed in beautiful period 
costumes. Thankyou Paul and Valda. Big thankyou to 
Christopher our Director of Music for his expertise and Dean 
Jamie for setting up the sound system. The very inviting Produce 
Stall was a great draw and lots of donated jams, pickles, cookies, 
Eirene’s Lemon Cordial, Christine’s coconut-ice and sweets were 
sold.

 Many thanks must go to all those generous people who donated these items 
and also their time and efforts to make this event a success. Many thanks to Eirene’s 
sister, Claire (who travelled down from Auckland ) for the perfumed Nosegays on each 
of the tables and our Raewyn for the silk flowers; to the kitchen ladies, Shirley Marsh, 
Caroline Blume and Betty Muir our three gems. Also a big thank you to Anne Knox 
for organizing the moss cleaning in the courtyard which just made the setting for this 
event under a clear blue sky, & Verity Pasione for the artistic choice on our tickets 
and posters; to Glenda and Rodney from Living Trends for lending us your beautiful 
topiary plants which were so admired, we greatly appreciate your generosity.

 God Bless you all from the Fund Raising Team.

An Afternoon To Remember
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Chocolat
Many films are crammed full of visual 
metaphors and are great starting points for 
exploring big issues about God, the world 
and what it means to be human. However, 
people may still ask how can a film like 
Chocolat, starring Juliette Binoche and 
Johnny Depp can be used as a basis for a 
Lent study?

Chocolat is superficially about a battle 
between giving up food and enjoying 
chocolate. In the small French village of 
Lansquenet, where life has remained the 
same for 100 years, free-spirited wanderer, 
Vianne Rocher and her young daughter 
arrive to set up her chocolate making 
business during the Easter Lenten period 
of abstinence. 

Her arrival is frowned upon by some of the 
locals, but to others, her presence is life 
changing. Through many twists and turns 
in the story, Vianne’s delicious chocolates 
are more than just tasty morsels to eat. 
They cure lost hopes, awaken unexpected 
dreams and fulfill unspoken desires.  

The six week Lenten study is being held 
in the upstairs Hatherly Hall on a Monday 
night at 7.30pm, commencing on February 
27. The first week is spent watching the 
film, and eating chocolate - of course!  

Anne Knox

The Saturday Lunch Group needs more 
helpers. This year, the recruiting of 
hostesses has been difficult because of the 
age of group members.  

Only five helpers are able to continue in 
2012 – usually 12 are required. The group 
began many years ago with the aim of 
preparing a two-course meal for a gathering 
on the first Saturday of the month from 
March to December. The current format 
has two teams of six hostesses (working 
alternate months) who prepare a meal with 
‘afters’ to go with tea or coffee. 

Those attending are elderly parishioners 
(men and women) who live on their own or 
in rest homes. They enjoy a meal together 
with entertainment provided before the 
meal. Most guests give a donation and this 
is now used mainly to pay for ingredients 
as food prices are too expensive for the 
hostesses to provide everything themselves. 
Some entertainment also has to be paid for.
We have enjoyed travel talks, specific 
speakers on a topic, musicians and other 
groups such as Hearing Dogs. 

Lunch cooks needed for monthly meal

Guests also make their own contributions 
to topics such as weddings, holidays or 
school days so they learn more about each 
other. 

The main purpose is to have a meal with 
others as so many live on their own. The 
maximum number catered for, including 
the hostesses, is 36, but numbers fluctuate 
each Saturday. A warm thank you to all the 
hostesses who have worked so hard for the 
Saturday Lunch Group.  People willing 
to help should see group convenor Con 
Robertshawe or leave their name at the 
church office. 

Abby Dowle - Welcome
Jo and Mark Dowle welcomed their first child, Abby Maya, on February 15. The couple returned 
to the country last December after a two-year stint working in Nepal. There they worked for the 
International Nepal Fellowship in local hospitals at Pokhara – Jo as a physiotherapist and Mark in 
maintenance, design and construction work for buildings.  His primary project was the construction 
of a new outpatient department.

Along the way they became involved in other projects, such as a children’s development program 
that supported children from poor families through school. The programme paid for school fees, 
uniforms and stationery as well as running a hostel for poor children. Mark says they have settled 
back in New Plymouth, where he is working for Transfield Worley. “We do miss Nepal and we hope 
to go back one day, but we are settling in here.”

Jo was 32 weeks pregnant when they headed home and little Abby will always be a reminder of 
Nepal. Her middle name ‘Maya’ means “love” in Nepali.

Sarah Foy

 ALPHA ACTIVITIES DURING 2011
During the year a further “Holy Trinity Brompton” ALPHA course was offered at a very 
special Welcome Dinner. This course proved to be a most enjoyable experience for several 
folks including one participant who was putting a “toe in the water” for the very first 
time. This really showed us the value of regularly offering ALPHA as a doorway into our 
relationship with Jesus. We conducted this particular course using the shorter version of 
Nicky Gumbal’s teaching (30minutes instead of the normal 50minutes sessions, because of 
the time pressure we were under on a Sunday evening).

We hosted the New Zealand Director of ALPHA from Auckland, Revd. John White, 
for a short while. He encouraged us greatly and shared with us some of the more recent 
experiences  some folk  have enjoyed through these teachings of Christ on the work and 
activity of Holy Spirit in  their lives. We were once more wonderfully catered for by Pat 
Green, who sets a high standard with her meal preparation and presentation. Once again a 
big  THANK YOU, PAT. We look forward to whatever Our Lord has in store for t,he team 
during 2012.

David Pearce
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Kid’s Corner
Easter egg hunt : there are a number 
of easter eggs hidden throughout the 

magazine - see how many YOU can find! 
If you give the correct answer to Verity by  

april 29, you will get a prize!

Easter anagram
Answer key at the bottom of this page

aeeghmnst __________________________

deknoy  __________________________

einrs  __________________________

aeilv  __________________________

accefiirs  __________________________

eoorrst  __________________________

ccfiruy  __________________________

efginorv  __________________________

hnorst  __________________________

aahnnos  __________________________

Answer key for the Easter Anagram:
Gethsemane, donkey, risen, alive, sacrifice, rooster, crucify, forgiven, thorns, hosanna

Lu
ke

 2
3:

26
-4

3
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The entire Book of Common Prayer 
will be read aloud by the Dean on 31st 

March. But why? What is the story 
behind this little book?

Compiled in the sixteenth century by 
Thomas Cranmer, and modified in 1662, 
the Prayer Book remains the official 
doctrinal standard of the Church of 
England and of most other Churches in 
the worldwide Anglican Communion. At 
our cathedral, it is used every Wednesday 
for Communion, occasionally on a 
Sunday at 8am - and regularly at 5pm 
for Evensong.
Cranmer’s memorable cadences have 
given guidance and illumination to 
generations of Christians in regular 
worship and at the turning points of their 
lives and continues to do so.
The Prayer Book is deeply rooted in the 
Bible: not only does it make very full 
provision for the reading of Scripture, 
but its services are in substance and 
language scriptural throughout. Its 
services are reverent in honouring the 
power and majesty of God, accepting 
the reality of human sin and joyfully 
acknowledging the pardon given through 
faith in Jesus Christ.
The direct and unambiguous words of 
the Prayer Book have become a familiar 
part of our speech, to the extent that it 
is, after the Bible, the most frequently 
cited book in the “Oxford Dictionary 
of Quotations”. The Book of Common 
Prayer is one of the guiding influences on 
our language and the basis of religious 

expression in many nations.
The Book
The Book of Common Prayer appears 
in many variants in churches inside and 
outside of the Anglican Communion in 
over 50 different countries and in over 
150 different languages. Traditional 
Lutheran, Methodist and Presbyterian 
prayer books have borrowed from 
the Book of Common Prayer, and the 
marriage and burial rites have found their 
way into those of other denominations 
and into the English language. Like 
the Authorized King James Bible and 
the works of Shakespeare, many words 
and phrases from the Book of Common 
Prayer have entered popular culture.

History
The first book, published in 1547, in 
the reign of Edward VI, was a product 
of the English Reformation following 
the break with Rome. Prayer books, 
unlike books of prayers, contain the 
words of structured (or liturgical) 

A Short Story of a long and noble history : the Book of Common Prayer
services of worship. The work of 1547 
was the first prayer book to contain the 
forms of service for daily and Sunday 
worship in English and to do so within 
a single volume; it included morning 
prayer, evening prayer, the Litany, and 
Holy Communion. The book included 
the other occasional services in full: 
the orders for baptism, confirmation, 
marriage, ‘prayers to be said with the 
sick’ and a funeral service. It set out 
in full the Epistle and Gospel readings 
for the Sunday Communion Service. 
Set Old Testament and New Testament 
readings for daily prayer were specified 
in tabular format as were the set Psalms; 
and canticles, mostly biblical, that were 
provided to be sung between the readings. 
The 1547 book was rapidly succeeded 
by a reformed revision in 1552 under 
the same editorial hand, that of Thomas 
Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
It never came into use because, on the 
death of Edward VI, his half-sister Mary 
I restored Roman Catholic worship. On 
her death, a compromise version, largely 
1552 with a few amendments from 
1547, was published in 1559. Following 
the tumultuous events leading to and 
including the English Civil War, another 
major revision was published in 1662 
(Church of England 1662). That edition 
has remained the official prayer book 
of the Church of England and its 350th 
anniversary is now being celebrated.

Excerpts taken from www.bcp350.org - 
with thanks.
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The cathedral magazine printing and production costs are entirely funded through the generosity 
of our sponsors. a BIG thank you to each one of them for making this publication possible.

From the Registers     ...early 2012
Burials
Name       Date of Death Date of Funeral
Pauline Giles     1 Dec 2011  7 Dec 2011
Patricia Scott     5 Dec 2011  8 Dec 2011
Maurice Ashley (Brusier) Rowlands  19 Dec 2011  21 Dec 2011
Beverley Jean Sanger    24 Dec 2011  29 Dec 2011
Henry Fraser Barrett    16 Jan 2012  20 Jan 2012
Brian Seymour Emanuel Bellringer  25 Jan 2012  28 Jan 2012
June Maureen Earby     26 Jan 2012  31 Jan 2012
Desiree Perkins     14 Feb 2012  17 Feb 2012

Weddings
Couple      Date of Wedding
Charlotte (nee Trundle) & Bruno Cretney 7 Jan 2012
Nicola (nee Youlton) & Michael Kielenniva 9 Jan 2012

Baptisms
Name       Date of Baptism
Ella Rogers      1 Jan 2012
Gabriel Faselt-Watt     29 Jan 2012
Olivia Kilgour     26 Feb 2012
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Parenting a teenager is like entering a treacherous world, where one wrong step could result in a week of the silent treatment. 
To navigate safely through your child’s teen years, stay focused, find like-minded parents and read these words of advice. 

The Teen Commandments

1. You shall not attempt to engage in 
meaningful conversation in the morning.
Don’t even bother trying to talk to your 
teen at breakfast or on the way to school. It 
will go badly, resulting in an escalation of 
frustration that is not healthy before 8 a.m. 
Short sentences with simple instructions 
and very few questions are your best 
conversational gambit. 

2. You shall not approve the use of 
more than two electronic devices 
simultaneously.
Teens can handle two devices with ease, and 
they will attempt to add a third into the mix. 
But once they go to three devices, you’ve lost 
all ability to attract their attention in order to 
“instruct” them. Wild hand gestures, signal 
corps manoeuvres, even pleading faces will 
fail to penetrate their Cone of Connectivity. 

3. You shall not offer commentary about 
haircuts, hairstyles or haircolors.
Save your judgment for piercings, tats and 
those giant knob things that some children 
insist on putting in their earlobes. Let 
the hair go! In the spectrum of personal 
grooming offenses committed by teens, hair 
is relatively impermanent. It grows out—
even if it’s dyed pink.

4. You shall not offer helpful suggestions 
on homework management.
Don’t you know they’ve got it under 
control, Mum? Instead, drop small time-
oriented bombshells periodically, like 
“When you have that math done, we’ll 
have ice cream” or “I put off dinner with 
grandma this weekend knowing you have a 
huge history project.” 

5. You shall not extend curfew beyond 
midnight.
Nothing good happens after midnight. 
Nothing. There is no academic, artistic or 
athletic event worth attending that is held 
in the wee hours of the morning. 

6. You shall not expect a fully functioning 
frontal cortex.
New research proves that when you ask 
teens, “What were you thinking?” the 
answer “I wasn’t” is scientifically correct. 
As if mothers needed science to prove 
what we’ve suspected for generations. But 
knowing that teen brains are still developing 
and accepting that teen brains are still 
developing are two different stages. Accept 
and pray. 

7. You shall not believe in the chaperoning 
abilities of the “older sibling.”
The presence of an older sibling is not a 
guarantee for mature supervision. Chances 
are “Joey’s older sister” or “Tommy’s big 
brother” are also teenagers. Please refer to 
Commandment 6.

8. You shall eat dinner together as often 
as you can.
Early evening is about the time that 
teenagers appear to be most alert and 
animated. Take advantage of this window 
to discuss school, friends or college 
applications. And, if you need more reasons 
to eat together, studies suggest dinner as a 
family encourages kids to eat better, stay in 
school and refrain from drinking and drug 
use and lowers the risk of teen pregnancy. 

9. You shall not hesitate if they call and 
say they need a ride home from a party.
Grab the car keys first and ask questions 
later. Be grateful they called you. Respond 
with concern and compassion. 

10. You shall remember that you were 16 
once.
Even if the memories of leg warmers and 
braces make you wince. Or precisely 
because the memories of your own teen 
years make you wince. Try to summon up 
that empathy when they are driving you 
crazy. It may save you both. 

What are your Teen Commandments? 
Think about it and add your own.

Lian Dolan is a mother, wife, sister, friend, 
daughter, writer and talk show host. She 
writes and talks about her adventures 
in modern motherhood for her website, 
ChaosChronicles.com, and her weekly 
podcast, The Chaos Chronicles. 

Read more: 
http://www.oprah.comrelationships/Lian-
Dolans-TeenCommandments#ixzz1jxM73u2R

16
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GRAND CHANCE FOR MUSICAL COMMUNITY
A grand piano, pivotal to the development of two local musicians, has a new home in the Taranaki Cathedral. The elegant instrument is 
owned by American pianist Professor Thomas Hecht and has been lent to the cathedral by the Dame Malvina Major Foundation, who 
help care for it in Prof Hecht’s absence. Foundation chairman Robin Brockie says its presence in the church gives an opportunity for 
young up-and-coming musicians to use a superior instrument. “Having it there is an expression of music and will enable young folk to 
be in a space which is quite special.  It’s fantastic for the local music community.”
The piano’s link to Taranaki began when renowned pianist and former New Plymouth Boys’ High school student Leigh Kereopa began 
studying music at Victoria University. One of his teachers was Dr Hecht, based in Wellington from 1997-2003.  When Prof Hecht moved 
to Singapore, where he is now head of music studies at the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music, the piano was moved to the home 
of Leigh’s mother, Angela Gattung. Leigh went on to study at the Peabody Institute, which is part of the Johns Hopkins University in 
Baltimore.  The use of the piano was subsequently ‘inherited’ by another fledging musician Tama Porter, of Waitara. Tama left Taranaki 
to study in Sydney and the piano was moved to the cathedral in early February. It is a Yamaha G1 piano, measuring five feet long, says Mr 
Brockie. He envisages talented musicians identified by piano teachers will use it with appointments being made through the cathedral.

Sarah Foy

T a r a N a K I  c a T h E D r a L  N E W S

“E
ve

ry
da

y 
is

 a
 g

if
t, 

th
at

’s
 w

hy
 th

ey
 c

al
l i

t 
th

e 
pr

es
en

t.”



18

T a r a N a K I  c a T h E D r a L  N E W S

The Taranaki Cathedral is hosting a series of retreat days 
under the banner of Spiritual Growth Ministries. This is a 
national ecumenical network of people who value the Christian 
contemplative tradition. 
For more information see www.sgm.org.nz. Sarah Foy asks Sue 
Pickering about the background to the contemplative prayer 
times.

Who might want to attend the spiritual growth days?
People who want more from their faith, who suspect there is 
more to God than meets the eye; tired Christians and people 
who are exhausted.  People who are searching, people who are 
questioning and people who carry heavy burdens.

Jesus said ‘come away with me and rest’ ... He took time out to 
just be with his Father, we need to do the same, to rest in God’s 
loving presence and to be open to the Spirit’s touch

How many days are there?
They run throughout the year, with several days or sessions 
planned each month.  There are half days as well as weekend 
retreats including one led by NZ writer Joy Cowley.  There is also 
the chance for people to have a ‘retreat’ at home.

What is different this year?
A series of quiet mornings that runs from 9am to 12noon

What are people likely to get out of a session?
A lot of people who come to something that is from the 
contemplative tradition often feel like they are coming home.  It 
nourishes them in a way they have not experienced in a long time 
or not at all.  It appeals to a range of ages and to people who may 
have no church background or history.

How long have these spiritual quiet days been running?
Since 1998 with anywhere between eight and 20 people attending 

each time.

Is there a cost and what do people 
bring?
There is a small koha for the quiet 
days; retreat costs are kept low.  
Costs need not be a barrier.

* Sue has written four books based 
on contemplative prayer, retreats, 
quiet days and spiritual direction.  

Spiritual Growth 
Ministries

AAW REPORT
Hello everyone. Our first meeting for the year was on the 23rd 
of February. We held a luncheon meeting with Christopher Luke 
the new Director of Music as our guest speaker. We were well 
entertained by Christopher.

In November 2011 we held our AGM and dinner. Our thanks 
go to Rev Bill who chaired our meeting and Shirley who acted 
as Secretary. The incoming officers are as follows: Pat Green 
(Leader), Lillie Sattler (Treasurer), Rosemary Bent (O&O), Lillie 
Sattler (Social Concerns & N.C.W).

The group who went to the AAW Link Evening had a very 
enjoyable time and our “Picture” sketch went down very well.
As we start the New Year, we would welcome anyone who would 
like to join our Fellowship group, or, if you are only curious, you 
are sincerely welcome as well.

God bless
Pat Green

The beautiful new-look banner
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH MINISTRIES  
 

QUIET RETREAT OPPORTUNITIES  
 

2012 
 

Event Date  Location and time  Contact *  

Quiet Morning  Sat. February 11th  Cathedral 9am-12noon Mary Harker 

Quiet Day  Sat. March 3rd  Cathedral 9am – 3pm Ailsa Claridge 

Sacred Space** Sun. March 4th  Cathedral 5pm  Ailsa Claridge 

Sacred Space Sun. April 22nd  Cathedral 5pm Ailsa Claridge 

Quiet Morning Sat. May 5th  Cathedral 9am-12noon Mary Harker 

Lectio Divina** Tues. May 29th  Cathedral chapel 7pm Gloria Williams 

Quiet Morning  Sat. June 9th  Cathedral 9am-12noon Mary Harker 

Weekend retreat  

[residential] 

Fri. June 29th 7pm – 

Sun. July 1st 2pm 

St Mary’s Diocesan School, 

Stratford 

Sue Pickering 

Sacred Space Sun. July 22nd  Cathedral 5pm Ailsa Claridge 

Lectio Divina Tues. July 17th  Cathedral chapel 7pm  Sue Pickering 

Quiet Day Sat. August 11th  Cathedral 9am-3pm Mary Southee 

Lectio Divina Tues. August 28th  Cathedral chapel 7pm Anne Knox 

Quiet Morning Sat. September 8th Cathedral 9am-12noon Mary Harker 

Sacred Space Sun. September 23rd  Cathedral 5pm Ailsa Clardige 

Retreat in Daily Life 

[non-residential] 

Sun. September 30th – 

Friday October 5th  

Cathedral  Sue Pickering 

Lectio Divina Tues. October 30th  Cathedral chapel 7pm  Jamie Allen 

Quiet Morning  Sat. November 3rd  Cathedral 9am-12noon Mary Harker 

Sacred Space Sun. November 4th  Cathedral 5pm  Ailsa Claridge 

Lectio Divina Tues. November 27th Cathedral chapel 7pm  Gloria Williams 

Retreat led by  

 Joy Cowley 

[non-residential] 

Sat. December 8th & 

Sunday December 9th  

N P Girls’ High School Marae 

Centre 9.30-4pm 

Sue Pickering 

Sacred Space Sunday December 23rd  Cathedral 5pm Ailsa Claridge 

** Sacred Space and Lectio divina are provided by Taranaki Cathedral  
*CONTACT Jamie Allen  dean@taranakicathedral.org.nz 0275 577 257 

 Ailsa Claridge  butterfly.arr@xtra.co.nz 021 758 247 
 Mary Harker angelamaryharker@gmail.com 06 757 9763 
 Anne Knox atd@taranakicathedral.org.nz - 
 Mary Southee southee@clear.net.nz - 
 Sue Pickering suepickering@xtra.co.nz 021 450 760 
 Gloria Williams dgpriorw@me.com 06 753 4050 
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WhO TO aND hOW TO cONNEcT

Taranaki cathedral
church of St mary
37 Vivian Street
New Plymouth
Phone (06) 758 3111
admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz
www.taranakicathedral.co.nz
www.facebook.com/TaranakiCathedral

The Bishop of Taranaki:
The Right Revd Philip Richardson

Kaumatua:
The Venerable Tiki Raumati

Dean’s Warden:
Ross Smith
06 758 4194

People’s Warden:
Lesley Lowe
06 759 4104

Dean:
The Very Revd Jamie Allen
027 557 7257
deanspa@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Sunday Family Worker:
Suzy Allen
021 910 367
suzy@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Vocational Deacon:
The Revd Annie Baigent
anniethepooh@slingshot.co.nz

Commuity Family Worker:
Katy Bassett
021 137 8070
family@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Cathedral Development Officer:
Alastair Crombie
cdo@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Assistant Priest:
The Revd Bruno Egli
027 645 5899
brunoegli@ihug.co.nz

Cleaning & Maintenance:
Craig Grey
027 8254 905

Associate to the Dean:
Anne Knox
027 6444 755
atd@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Director of Music:
Christopher Luke
027 560 0338
music@taranakicathedral.org.nz

PA to the Dean:
Carolyn Manuel
06 758 3111
deanspa@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Canon Pastor:
The Revd Canon Bill Marsh
027 3064 567
bmarsh@xtra.co.nz

Communications Officer:
Verity Pasione
info@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Assistant Priest:
The Revd David Pearce
(06) 758 3303

Assistant Priest:
The Revd Lance Riches
027 662 2060

Youth Enabler:
Karen Teo
027 560 0339
youth@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Cathedral Administrator:
Michelle Warren
06 758 3111
admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Vocational Deacon:
The Revd Gloria Williams
(06) 753 4050
dgpriorw@clear.net.nz

Stewardship Weekend Planner : Saturday 31st March and Sunday 1st April
Saturday 31st March
11.30am  The Chain of Prayer begins - opening with the first part of reading aloud from the  
  Book of Common Prayer - celebrating its 350th Anniversary.

12pm   Lunch : A delicious spit-roast pig, followed by a sumptuous range of desserts on an  
  apple theme - submitted as part of our pudding competition
•	 Plant	a	bulb	or	two	or	more,	in	the	churchyard
•	 Delicious	Ice	creams	on	sale
•	 Watch	the	children’s	Easter	Pageant
•	 Use	our	stewardship	review-ometer	to	show	where	your	passion	lies	in	the	ministry	of	

the	cathedral
•	 Learn	how	to	fold	a	Palm	Cross	and	make	one	for	you;	one	for	a	friend;	one	for	the	Palm	

Sunday	service	tomorrow

3.30pm Presentation from Katy Bassett on the work of the cathedral OSCAR programmes in  
  our community. Be an advocate for what our church is doing.

4.30pm Twilight recital : Christopher Luke and Leigh Kereopa (tickets $15)

6pm  Sit down dinner (tickets to be purchased in advance : $20)

7.30pm Auction of Promises and screening of ‘A Country Parish’

10pm  Youth events

The	chain	of	prayer	continues	through	the	night	-	each	hour	including	a	part	of	the	Book	of	
Common	Prayer,	and	focussing	on	a	different	prayer	need.

Sunday 1st April
8am  Holy Communion
8.45am French Breakfast - croissants, pain au chocolat, baguettes and more
10am  Palm Sunday Processional Service (donkey included) with The Reading of The  
  Passion Narrative
11.30am The chain of prayer ends, the last bulb is planted
2pm  Ars Nova Choral Concert : The Passion of Our Lord - Choral and Organ Music for the  
  Season of Lent

...and many, many more who 
sustain and nourish, lead and listen, 
serve and pray.


