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TĒNĀ KOUTOU KATOA -  my warmest greetings to you.

I am so pleased to write to you with this Springtime magazine 
from your Cathedral. May it bring you a sense of the joy and love 
which is in such abundance in this part of God’s Vineyard. This is 
a joy that transcends our loss and grief - it is the joy of the morning 
which comes after tears. Such is the nature of our resurrection 
faith. This is poignantly expressed in the very content of this 
magazine, which includes some special tributes as all soulstide 
approaches. It is my privilege to invite you to join us at 7pm on 
Sunday 30th October to light a candle and to remember. May each 
one rest in peace and rise in Glory. Amen.

It is now coming up to two years since I 
was installed as your vicar on a quiet but 
beautiful November Sunday. I felt then, 
and still do, a strong sense of God’s call 
in the urgency of nurturing and growing 
the Ministry Team to respond to the needs 
of our church and our community and to 
pray. To encourage and enable others to 
“do” ministry. I see a disappointing trend in 
many churches to downsize Ministry Teams 
- but this is one area where we simply 
cannot hold back from stepping out in faith. 
In Matthew 9, Jesus said, “The harvest is 
large, but there are few workers to gather 
it in. Pray to the owner of the harvest that 
he will send out workers to gather in his harvest.” Is the need any 
less now? Are the troubles of our world any less complex? Our 
populations smaller? Our yearning for the peace of Christ to dawn 
no longer pressing? I don’t think so. We are charged to continue to 
pray to the owner of the harvest to send out workers.

I have to admit being filled with a spirit 
of excitement at how this community 
of saints we call Taranaki Cathedral is 
responding to this vocation. Look how our 
team is growing - and consider how our 
city and our beautiful Taranaki, with all 
joys, triumphs and sorrows in our midst 
is embraced by these servants of the 
Gospel. We are blessed with :
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• A committed and very skilled Cathedral 
cleaner, Craig Gray. Craig’s servant role 
and unobtrusive manner reminds me that 
Jesus said, “The last shall be first, and the 
first shall be last.” As a community we are 
called to wash one-another’s feet. I am 
moved by how Craig this models this in our 
midst. He is therefore first on my list to give 
thanks for. 
Thereafter, in no particular order (!) :

•  A Canon Pastor, Bill Marsh whose role 
is particularly to care for the needs of the 
flock in times of difficulty or crisis. Bill cares 
for a pastoral care team, whose members 
include many wise and gifted lay ministers 
who simply give and give of their time 
in acts of Christian love that, rightly, go 
unnoticed by us all (except those who are 
directly ministered to).... Offering the quiet 
times of ministry where an individual or a 
couple are visited at home; a time of prayer; 
communion at home; or an anointing with 
oil. Our pastoral care team includes two 
wise and caring priests - The Revd Bruno 
Egli and the Revd Lance Riches (and 
David - but I have included David below 
also). Their pastoral visiting; their presence 
in the homes of our church family, are 
making so much difference. You will know 
and understand exactly what I mean here - 
and give thanks as I do, no doubt.

• Those whose servanthood role is diaconal 
in name or in nature - our deacons Annie, 
Gloria and Graeme and our evangelist 
David Pearce are present in the heart of 
our community and our church sharing, 
guiding, and caring as the Spirit gives 
guidance. This ministry is not all about 
doing - it is crucially about BEING - signs 
of a response in obedience to Christ; big-
hearted people of prayer. Signs of the faith 
in our midst.

• A family work team - led and inspired by our 
Community Family Worker, Katy Bassett.... 
including our Sunday Family Worker, Suzy 
- gently nurturing our children’s sense of 
belonging and helping them to grow in faith; 
our two OSCAR programme assistants 
(Abbey and Shannon), and many many 
volunteers. This is an area of our ministry 
which we don’t say too much about (it is 
also a servanthood ministry, also to be 
done unobtrusively) but in which we are, 
in our own small way, in accord with the 
tendency of God to shower abundant 
blessing and love upon the neediest of the 
needy in our midst - or upon the children - 
who are to be examples to us of the way to 
the Kingdom of Heaven.

• An administration team with many skills 
and gifts to the glory of God, complementing 
one other and working with one another to 
help and assist those who are called to 
minister in other ways to do so efficiently 
and competently. Our newest member, 
Verity Pasione, has skills of a high order 
and a very special place in this team. 

• Wardens, Chapter and Vestry whose love 
of the Lord and dedication to God’s service 
leaves me daily humbled... and sometimes 
pinching myself to believe how blessed I 
am to have such a team to work with.

• An Associate to the Dean, Anne Knox 
(whose welcome message you will read 
elsewhere in this magazine) - who will be 
continuing to lead us into growth; and will 
have a particular focus on small group 

ministry. St Mary’s has, in the recent past, 
thrived on the nurture of small groups. 
Within a Cathedral, the need for this is 
heightened, to strengthen a sense of 
belonging. Anne will also be nurturing and 
leading; preaching and praying. I am so 
excited to be working with her.

And now, we are looking to further the 
vision which, with Bishop, Chapter and 
Vestry I believe just as firmly, two years on, 
God has placed upon us to step out in faith 
for : 

1. Appointing a Cathedral Development 
Officer. This will be a part time appointment, 
shared with BAF. The five year plan for the 
Cathedral ministry, developed in 2010/11 
notes the priority which must be given to 
the conservation and preservation needs 
of the building.  Hand in hand with this, is 
the overarching need for the building better 
to express the Three Tikanga partnership 
which it embodies.  The next five years will 
be critical in undertaking this work - the new 
beginning offering a unique chance for a 
high profile community-owned development 
program.  The Cathedral Development 
Officer’s role in this, will be pivotal both in 
project management and sourcing funding. 
We are currently interviewing to fill this post.

2. Appointing a full time priest or 
deacon associate for youth ministry 
and volunteer teams. Partly funded by 
the Diocese, this is an exciting brand new 
position – and has huge potential for the right 
person to develop and nurture a wonderful 
ministry, based here at Taranaki Cathedral, 
making connections throughout this region. 
This vacancy is currently being advertised, 
and we are receiving applications.

3. Appointing a Director of Music. In this 
most exciting of developments, we are now 
drawing close to a full-time appointment to 
the community and Cathedral; for which we 
will be contributing financially just as we 
did previously. In early 2011, we advertised 
internationally for expressions of interest. 
We received superb responses. Our shortlist 
was circulated. Positive response has been 
indicated for community funding to assist 
with this appointment. A formal application 
process, closing mid-May led to a shortlist 
of four highly qualified and experienced 
applicants. An interview and audition 
process then followed. A Charitable Trust 
is at the final stages of being established 
to act as the employer for the appointed 
musician. Music groups and organisations 
from community or in education will have 
the opportunity to engage with the musician 
without them having to enter into an 
employment relationship. 
This is only possible 
because we have, by the 
Grace of God, been called 
to become The Taranaki 
Cathedral Church of St 
Mary.
I find myself wondering 

how all this is even possible. Then I 
remember that all things are possible in 
God who strengthens us. I have been 
reminded of this time and time again 
over the last few months. Firstly, as we 
have been overwhelmed by the response 
to our stewardship programme as we 
have watched the jigsaw growing (and 
it still is !). The viability of ALL the above 
positions and ministries depends entirely 
on your giving. Thank you, kia ora for your 
response. You glorify God. You are doing 
more than making ministry possible - you 
are undertaking the growth of the kingdom 
here in Taranaki by your giving. I humbly 
ask you please to continue with your 
pledge - that that which we have begun in 
God’s name may be continued.

Then, secondly, we have, 
as a family, been through 
ongoing personal crisis, 
as our lovely, darling 
daughter Carrie was 
diagnosed with a relapse 
of cancer during August. 
I cannot adequately 
thank you for your many, 
many expressions of 

extravagant and Godly love for us in this 
personal tragedy. Somebody said to me 
recently, “the smallest act is better than 
the GREATEST intention”. You truly know 
how to walk the walk. You glorify God. I am 
drawn to a passage of Scripture with which 
I will close, as I thank God for your prayers 
for Carrie and for us as a family. We are 
safe in God’s arms together. From 1 Peter 
4 : “My dear friends, do not be surprised at 
the painful test you are suffering, as though 
something unusual were happening to you.
Rather be glad that you are sharing Christ’s 
sufferings, so that you may be full of joy 
when his glory is revealed.”

Whakataka te hau ki te uru.  
Whakataka te hau ki te tonga. 
Kia makinakina ki uta.  
Kia mataratara ki tai.  
E hi ake ana te atakura.  
He tio, he huka, he hau hu.  

Cease the winds from the west.
Cease the winds from the south.

Let the breeze blow over the land.
Let the breeze blow over the ocean.

Let the red-tipped dawn come 
with a sharpened air.

A touch of frost, 
a promise of glorious day.

Lovingly

Jamie
The Very Revd Jamie Allen, Dean of Taranaki
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A New Plymouth man headed to Kenya last month after raising more than $13,000 to 
boost famine efforts in neighbouring Somalia. Steve Bowkett aimed to raise $4000 to get 
one six-tonne truck of food to Eastern Kenya, where famine victims are pouring over the 
border.  
However he trebled his target, raising enough funds to pay for three truckloads.  Most 
of the money came from local people, although friends of his based overseas had also 
contributed through online donations.  The amounts for his aid mission varied with several 
large donations of $2000 as well as lots of smaller amounts.
Steve is a furniture maker with his own workshop in Fitzroy called Artesano.  His father 
Arthur Bowkett is a Taranaki Cathedral regular and Mr Bowkett crafted the Bishop’s chair, 
the Cathedra. 
Speaking just before he flew out, Steve said he’d had a few nervous nights thinking about 
what lay ahead. “I went in February so I know what to expect, but I’ve been doing a lot of 
praying and I just want to get over and see that the food gets through.’’ He was inspired to 
do something after travelling to Kenya, Uganda and Sudan as part of a support group for 
a missionary friend in February. 
Steve said witnessing the Somalian famine firsthand had opened up a way for him to 
help.  The maize meal would go into areas not already receiving help from the United 
Nations and other organisations.  A New Plymouth friend based in Nairobi, Robert Aim, 
was providing the truck and had organised youngsters from a trainee farm to help with 
packing.  Steve has connections with Northpoint Baptist church, the Wave church in 
Opunake and C3 church.
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The Peace Altar Frontal -- 
soon be dedicated to the Glory of God.

An Invitation.
The Story, Abridged:
6th November 2010 (Te Whiti’s Day) ~  Commissioned and 
Blessed
6th March 2011 (Cathedral Anniversary Day) ~ First Stitch Sewn
11th September 2011 (World Awareness Day) ~ Last Stitch Sewn
Now ~ Being applied to the Altar Cloth ~ Flax Cross added
6th November 2011 (Te Whiti’s Day) ~ Join us to see the end 
result, and pray over this sign of Peace.
None of us expected on the 6th March when the first stitch was 
sewn in the Peace Altar Frontal that we would be celebrating 
last stitch sewn on 11th September, the 10th Anniversary of the 
terrorist attacks that the world remembers with such heartache - 
and yet, is it not fitting that this object of beauty which stands for 
peace, and was  commissioned on Te Whiti’s day last year - and 
will be completed and dedicated on Te Whiti’s day this year.... 
Is it not fitting that there is a coming together of our recognition 
of God’s ongoing call for peace? With the events of 9/11, with 
the events at Parihaka of the 19th Century in mind - where in 
both cases, the finger points at the THEM who did it.... the most 
fundamental part of the process of reflection on all this, should 
be for us all sit ourselves down, sew a stitch for peace and say... 
it is not my neighbour who needs to do all the changing - what 
can I do, too, to change. What am I willing to give up? What am 
I willing to do to make things better for those still to come?

A group of prayers for peace; of sewers, embroiders and artists, 
gathered to pray with thanksgiving for every stitch on the night 
of September 11th; for every prayer that the Peace Altar Frontal 
represents. I want to thank them too - it has been a thing of great 
beauty and joy, to see people sitting in ones or twos, or groups, 
sewing and watching as the picture emerges. A picture which 
expresses more than any number of words could ever do, of what 
it means to be Taranaki Cathedral. Now the finishes touches are 
being done; the final parts of the work being completed.

Such is the transforming love of God, symbolised in this 
beautiful sacred object, that will, in a little under two months, 
rest on the altar - the place where all suffering is redeemed 
through the remembering of the suffering servant; the Lamb of 
God, in whose name we meet and pray. So now, the Family of 
the Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary warmly invites you to 
the Service of Dedication of the Peace Altar Frontal at the 10am 
service on Sunday November 6, 2011 - the day when the Church 
Remembers Te Whiti O Rongomai. Please come, one and all, 
and rejoice in this thing that God is doing in our midst.

Lovingly
The Very Revd Jamie Allen, 

Dean of Taranaki

Taranaki People Feed Somalians Suffering Under Famine

Steve bowkett has raised thousands 
and is in Africa chanelling truckloads 

of food to people in Somalia.
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The Cathedral appears to be increasingly 
popular with tourists, despite the winter 
season with visitors from all corners of 
the globe, especially noticeable over the 
last few weeks with the added attraction 
of Rugby, a minor reason for being here.
  
Our welcome desk saints have enjoyed 
the business and the hustle and bustle 
of our own parishioners arriving at all 
times, stopping for a chat as they come 
in to place their puzzle pieces, “putting 
themselves in the picture”.

 From this campaign we have increased 
our volunteer teams in most areas, from 
morning tea rosters, to gardening team, 
magazine deliverer’s and more. 

For these and any offers of help we are 
most grateful, many hands lighten the 
load, and, as I have mentioned before this 
is a necessity to keep the cathedral up to 
scratch. Volunteer lists are never closed 
so please feel free to contact us for any 
information.  A few do much more than 
their fair share.

In a recent sermon, Dean Jamie spoke of 
God’s Grace and emphasized the riches 

he gives us – we have been so blessed by 
the arrival of two new Clergy, who have 
blended gracefully into our team.

We welcomed the Rev Bruno Egli before 
Easter, and recently the Rev Lance Riches 
has joined us, (very appropriately named 
I think).  Together they are working their 
way through the parish role visiting 
people in their homes and visiting rest 
home residents, as well as helping in 
usual duties involved in regular services. 
The timing was amazing as both Dean 
Jamie and Rev Bill were unable to be 
with us. Proof that God knows what we 
need and when.  

The past few weeks have been very 
busy for the Fund Raising Team with 
wonderful results, and pleasant work to 
bring in some revenue.

On July 20th a most enjoyable bridge 
afternoon was held, with 40 participants 
who amidst some great hands of bridge 
enjoyed fellowship and also a delicious 
afternoon tea and the event raised $430.

Friday 5th August saw a really fun night, 
a Chicks Posh Swap – with women from 

Warden’s Report
the church bringing in their ‘quality 
clothing mistakes’ and swapping these 
clothes, shoes and accessories with one 
another over a glass of wine and some 
tasty nibbles, this made $200.

A Family Pot Luck and Quiz Night was 
held in the Peace Hall on 13th August, 
about 40 people of all ages attended, 
made up 6 teams, and all really enjoyed 
Bob Richards’ super brain teasers.  Those 
children not in the quiz were entertained 
in the lounge. The event raised $280.

Many people have been involved for 
weeks in preparation for the Gala which 
was held 24th September and the story of 
this wonderful annual event is in Eirene 
Voon’s article.

A Vestry and Chapter Meeting was held 
on Sunday 11th September, a little off 
schedule due to the absence of Dean 
Jamie and Bishop Philip, these meetings 
are scheduled to take place bi-monthly. 
Meetings of the various task groups take 
place regularly, to ensure business at the 
Cathedral runs smoothly.

89-91 Gill Street 4310
PO Box 782, New Plymouth 4340
Phone: (06) 757 5531, Fax: (06) 758 7814
Email: info@jago.co.nz
Free phone: 0800 524 6774

Annual Reports
Balance Sheets
Books
Brochures
Business Cards
Calendars
Catalogues
Compliments Slips
Continuous Stationery
Envelopes
Folders
Graphic Design
Health & Safety Products
Invoice Books / Laser Invoices
Labels - Self Adhesive Vinyl or Paper
Laminating
Letterheads
Magazines
Newsletters
Order Books
Pens (Printed)
Posters (small and large format)
Promotional Products
Rack Cards
Receipt Books
School Diaries / Teacher’s Planbooks
Signage
Stamps - Self Inking and Handle
Tags - PVC or Synthetic Paper
+ MUCH MUCH MORE
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Anne Knox’s latest ‘job’ offer came 
completely out of the blue.
But it held instant appeal and - once she 
had mulled over the curious request – 
the ”rightness” of the position saw her 
beginning the transition from Baptist 
church elder to Anglican cathedral 
leader.
“It was a very big surprise,” she says of 
the approach from Dean Jamie Allen, 
following a suggestion from Bishop 
Philip Richardson.  Several things meant 
she didn’t dismiss it: “I like working with 
small groups, which is something the 
job will involve, and I liked the idea of 
strengthening the prayer ministry.”  
Her role as Associate to the Dean will 
also see her working alongside Jamie 
allowing him to focus on the role of the 
cathedral within the wider community.  
When he’s away, she will head up the 
Cathedral staff team.
Anne’s grandparents were heavily 
involved with the Urenui Methodist 
church where she first lived as a child.  
She attended an interdenominational 
Sunday school and Girls Brigade before 
her teen years saw her attracted to the 
youth group at a Baptist church in Upper 
Hutt, where her parents subsequently 
moved.
She joined the police and worshipped at 
a number of different churches through 
job changes. 
But further training appealed.  She 
spent six months studying Growth 
and Leadership at a Baptist college in 
Auckland and a further six months in 
fieldwork – all the while continuing to 
work for the police.
In the mid-90’s it was back to the 
books: A Ministry Internship Diploma 

from Laidlaw College in Henderson 
(formerly the Bible College of NZ) was 
put into practice establishing a church 
in Ramarama, South Auckland.

In between pastoring, and work as 
a police community relations co-
ordinator, Anne ran a lifestyle block 
with two beefies on it. Life was busy - 
but then it got a whole lot busier.
In 1998 she headed back to Taranaki 
to work as the New Plymouth police 
area commander.  A demanding role 
that carried the lofty title of Inspector 

Knox, she was in charge of 135 staff and 
many high profile cases.  In 2002 she 
was awarded a Queens Service Medal 
(QSM) for her services to the public, 
and in 2006 she retired.
Security work still occupies Anne.  She’s 
been security manager of Stadium 
Taranaki in New Plymouth during the 
Rugby World Cup, as well as carrying 
out the same role in Palmerston North. 
During the annual WOMAD festival 
(World of Arts, Music and Dance) held 
at the Bowl of Brooklands each March 
she does a similar job, as well as working 
front of house at the TSB Showplace.
The police security work isn’t a million 
miles away from her new job.  There is 
team building and co-ordination aspects 
that will be useful as well as a need to 
quickly assess and judge a situation.
When her new job was announced 
recently at Central Baptist Church the 
response was “subdued” and to help 
the church through its current transition 
she will stay on as an elder until March 
next year.
“There is however, a number of people 
in the Baptist church who see it as 
quite normal in the sense of what are 
denominational boundaries anyway.”
As to whether more churches might 
need to break down perceived barriers, 
she says: “I certainly think that so often 
there is very good resources in one 
church that are particularly under-
utilised or could be shared.”
More sharing is “quite a logical 
outcome.”
As associate to the Dean, Anne will also 
preach sermons, and to that end was 
licensed as a lay minister on October 9 
at 5pm. 

Associate Anne Welcomes 
‘Rightness’ of Cathedral Post

Communications officer Verity Pasione remembers learning the webpage language 
HTML as an 8-year-old schoolgirl so a job focused on information technology was 
perfectly natural.
Verity started as the Cathedral’s communications officer in June in a vital role that sees 
her responsible for a range of ‘publications’.  She compiles the Cathedral magazine and 
pewsheet, produces brochures and posters for Cathedral events, updates the website 
and operates the sound desk every Sunday.  Recently, she’s also set up a Facebook page 
to ensure St Mary’s isn’t behind the game in the world of social media. 
Verity spent much of her childhood living in Australia with her parents, particularly in 
Northern Queensland.  
“I’ve always been interested in computers, ever since I was little.  Even in primary 
school we learnt about HTML processing for websites.  It was part of our information 
technology class.” As she got older she leaned towards graphic design, studying Visual 
Communications for six months at Avondale College in New South Wales. When Verity’s 
parents moved back to New Zealand, settling first in Hawera and then New Plymouth 
she came too.  Her mother is the pastor at the New Plymouth Seventh-day Adventist 
Church.

She is enjoying her communications job, saying she has come to think of everyone at St Mary’s as a family.  “There is an 
acceptance here and they have been a blessing to me.  I think the big thing that has impacted upon me has been the fellowship.”
As the Cathedral consolidates its position in the Taranaki community, Verity reckons it is moving with the times.
“From my point of view it looks like Taranaki Cathedral is moving forward with the times.  It seems to be adapting well to 
technology and generally interacting with the community.”

Communications at Taranaki Cathedral

Anne Knox (pictured) has taken up a new 
role as Associate to the Dean



EXERCISE YOUR WILL POWER - REMEMBER ST MARY’S IN YOUR WILL 7

t A r A N A K I  c A t H e D r A L  N e W S

Beverley Reeves:
In Her Own Words

Sir Paul Reeves had strong connections 
with Taranaki and with the Cathedral. 
Sarah Foy talks to Lady Beverley Reeves 
about her own research, her life with 
the former Archbishop and what it 
means to cope on your own. 

Beverley Reeves is researching the life 
of a man she’s not sure if she likes very 
much.
He’s her great-great grandfather Robert 
Parris, the English settler renowned 
for precipitating the first Taranaki land 
wars.
In 1860 Parris paid Te Teira for land 
at Waitara, despite the opposition of 
senior Te Atiawa chief Wiremu Kingi Te 
Rangitake.  When Parris attempted to 
survey the ‘bought’ land in February 
1860 fighting broke out.
For Beverley the intriguing part of 
the story is the connection with her 
late-husband Sir Paul Reeves, whose 
Te Atiawa descendants were on the 
opposite side and didn’t have a good 
thing to say about Parris.
Parris had learnt about Maori during 
his time in Auckland managing Bishop 
Selwyn’s farm and liked the people he 
met.
However, says his great-great 
granddaughter: “He was a bit of a 
showman, he wasn’t wicked but he 
enjoyed wheeling and dealing a little 
bit.
“I think my objective was to put him in 
context and show he was behaving in 
the way a settler who had been treated 
badly by the New Zealand Company, 
would behave.”
She was onto her fifth chapter of the 
book before the untimely death of 
Paul in August.  He was due to write 
something for her on the diaspora of 
his family but, says Beverley: “that’s the 
end of that for a while.”
Parris’ story is not her first foray into 
historical research. 
Beverley graduated with her MA at the 
age of 66 in 2000. (She already had a 
Bsc and BA under her belt).  By then 
she’d had enough of academic study 
so began composing her first book: 
‘Looking for Mrs Cowie, the life and 
times of a colonial Bishop’s wife.’
It was published in 2005.  Two years 
later came her memoirs: ‘Playing my 
Part: My life as the wife of the Governor 
General.’ 
“I could write that quite easily 
because I had kept diaries while I was 
at Government House and also the 
years before, because they were very 
interesting, packed with all sorts of 
things.”
Being married to a man in demand had 

taught her self-reliance and that often 
comes through in her writing.
“I was used to being on my own, which 
helps me now,” she says alluding to her 
recent status as widow.
“We weren’t joined at the hip in many 
ways.  I developed my own interests 
while he was doing his things.”
Paul was very focused on his career, says 
Beverley.  The family had good holidays 
and did things together but the head of 
the household was often tired and, when 
at home, in his study working.
The couple met while both were studying 
at Victoria University; Beverley in the 
sciences, Paul in English literature.  After 
graduation she did one year at teachers 
college.
They married shortly before travelling 
to Oxford, England where Paul took up 
a scholarship but not a “very generous 
one,” says Beverley who taught 
secondary students to supplement their 
finances.

Upon their return they had two children 
with a third to follow.  Years of child-
rearing and domestic work meant that 
for 12 years Beverley didn’t work outside 
the home.
She resumed teaching when Paul was 
Bishop of Waiapu and daughter Jane was 
six.  At the time it was unusual to see a 
bishop’s wife working, she says. “No one 
ever said anything to me. They might 
have raised their eyebrows but I was not 
full time.”
Ironically her job was at Sacred Heart 
Convent school, teaching junior science.
Paul left Waiapu for his role as Bishop 
of Auckland and after their daughters 
adjusted to life in the city, Beverley 
resumed teaching.  She spent five and a 
half years at Diocesan School for Girls.
Paul’s appointment as Governor General 
curtailed further work. Was she happy 
to leave the classroom? “I think that’s a 
difficult question to answer.  I didn’t really 
want to stop but my time was committed.  
I had students sitting exams and you 
couldn’t teach badly and compromise 
their future. Apart from that fact, there 
was all the entertaining and visits from 
people and trips away.”  And, of course, 
while the couple’s three daughters were 
adults there were continuing motherly 
responsibilities.
After five years in Government House, 
the Reeves shifted to New York for 
three years while Sir Paul worked at the 
United Nations as an Anglican observer.  

Visa restrictions meant Beverley 
couldn’t take a paid job so she helped 
the homeless through a parish 
organisation.
There were a lot of visitors; sometimes 
she helped Sir Paul with his job and 
in any downtime she completed four 
papers extramurally through Massey 
University.  (She had already started 
her BA while living at Government 
House, which caused amusement 
when the governor-general’s wife 
turned up to tutorials).
Upon the couple’s return to NZ she 
completed her BA with its major in 
educational sociology.
When we talk it has been five weeks 
since Sir Paul’s death.  Her daughters 
are in constant contact and more than 
850 thank-you cards have been written 
and sent.
There was much about the funeral 
and tangi that was extraordinary, says 
Beverley recalling the state occasion. 
The attendance, for example, of the 
Archbishop of York was “absolutely 
marvellous”. 
He and Sir Paul liked each other 
immensely and in honour of his visit 
the family gave the archbishop one of 
Paul’s tokotoko or talking sticks.
The three days leading up to the state 
funeral moved the grieving process 
along so that “if you have survived 
three days of tangi you are almost 
looking forward to the funeral.”
She’s resumed spinning at home, 
and continues to do the flowers in 
the Auckland Cathedral.  Gardening 
interests her although her own 
backyard patch is a tiny garden.  Music 
is another hobby.  
“I have always been interested in 
music.  That’s one thing that has come 
through from Robert Parris. He had 
a very good singing voice.  He was 
probably instrumental in getting the 
choir started at St Mary’s.”
As to how she is coping with widowhood 
Beverley replies: “I’m managing…I miss 
having conversations with him [Paul].  
I would like to ask his opinions about 
things.

“I would say 
there’s a sort of 
emptiness and 

a colourlessness 
about life but 

you know, it 
happens like 

that sometimes 
and other times 

you almost react 
normally to 
situations.”

“We weren’t joined at the 
hip in many ways. I developed 

my own interests while he was 
doing his things.”
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A Tribute to The Late John Stuart McKinnon
It was with deep sorrow and yet deep hope of resurrection to the life to come that 
we farewelled a wise servant of Christ, dear Jock, in May of this year.
 Jock was a such gentle man of integrity; who expressed his faith as “a thing of 
great beauty to him”. Not that that faith offered easy answers in particular; this 
was not Jock’s first battle with cancer…. when he was a young father, yearning to 
see the children grow up, and for the children to get to know him. Surrounded by 
prayer, he saw through that battle and know to see his childen’s children. 
Once Jock and I enjoyed a conversation about spiritual sight and blindness, based 
on Jock’s wide and deep knowledge of matters sight-related, given his career as 
a top-class optometrist. We spoke of the different lenses that we use to see the 
world. We agreed on the nature of life as a journey – the destination is a mystery 
– nobody really knows what happens – but we are en route to the promised land 
of heaven. 
When Jock had just passed away, we remembered together the Scripture that reads: 
“If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we 
live or die, we belong to the Lord.” This was Jock’s faith. And although we cried, 
we also smiled with anticipation of this friend of compassion running to the arms 
of Christ – no longer seeing through a glass darkly, but as it were, suddenly having 
clear, unrestricted, focussed sight – the gift now giving Glory to the one who gave 

it. We cannot make that journey fully without first passing through death. Jock was ready for this. Here at last, we walk by faith, not 
by sight. Faith alone guarantees the blessings we hope for. As long as we dwell here we are still searching for what the Bible calls 
our real homeland. But we journey in hope, sustained by faith in God’s promise, and nourished by the food of this communion table, 
at which Jock was no stranger. After a long, bravely borne cancer, surrounded by the love of a remarkable and very special family, 
this husband of devotion, this father of conviction, this mentor by example – left everything behind and set out for a new land, relying 
only on God’s promise.
At his funeral service, the reading chosen was Psalm 8. If we have lived by faith, the last step in our journey will be no harder than 
any of the ones that preceded it. For this. For Jock. And for all God’s blessings, we give Thee thanks, Our Lord and our Redeemer. 

Lovingly
Jamie

t A r A N A K I  c A t H e D r A L  N e W S

Our Remembrance...
A Tribute to Tom Bredow 

Thomas Walter Reinhold Bredow was a person who on retirement from the family farm near to 
Stratford with Annette came to St. Mary’s and quietly took his place in the congregation.  Many will 
have met him before his untimely death in May, many would have met Tom at the Welcome Desk in the 
Cathedral. Tom was very well known in Taranaki spending his working life on the farm at Douglas.   He 
was well known for his outreach in helping those in need and specially aiding the young to get ahead. 
He was a very active member of both the Stratford Mountain Club and the Search and Rescue Team 
for many years where he gave valuable service in seeing the mountain was enjoyed by as many people 
as possible.  When a German tourist was murdered in Taranaki it was Tom who got Rotary to enable 
and pay for the girl’s parents to come to New Zealand – not a inconsiderable undertaking. Tom’s death 
was mourned by many and well at members of the congregation.   Our sympathy goes out to Annette 
and the family.

[Michael Bent]
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A Tribute to Bruce Alp
On Monday April 18th St Mary’s Parish family gathered to say farewell to a much 
loved member of of our family and a wonderful friend Bruce William Alp. Bruce had 
not been well for some months but he never complained. He had an inspiring and 
wonderful faith. I remember when he returned from Palmerston he told me that he had 
declined treatment because it was not going to cure the disease and the treatment was 
very invasive. He said, “ I can still walk to Church and I will be able to stay at home. 
What more could I want.”  As the disease progressed he said about the pain he was 
suffering “Jesus suffered pain - my pain brings me closer to him.” What an incredible 
faith.
He loved this Church and everything about it. He so enjoyed being part of the 
consecration as we became a Cathedral. He was a great supporter of St Mary’s. Our 
Wednesday service in the Chapel will not be the same without Bruce siting in the back 
pew. Not many of St Mary’s family knew that Bruce was a long time licensed Lay 
Reader in the Wellington Diocese serving in the Taihape Parish. He had been granted 
Emeritus status and this was maintained until his death. He was also a member of 
the Guild of St Raphael admitted as a foundation member in St Margaret’s Church in 
Taihape in 1984. Life for Bruce was more than his body failing him, life for Bruce was 
a spirit of courage and a wonderful belief that as we read in Paul’s letter to the people 

A Tribute to Clifford West.
Clifford and June became parishioners at St Mary’s after arriving from England in 1991. Clifford 
loved the choir and the organ and felt at peace here.

His was a regular smiling face at our 10 a.m. Services and even when mobility became difficult 
his smile remained spontaneous.

A choir boy in his youth, Clifford still remembered the words and tunes of his favourite old 
hymns and songs long after other memories had faded.

The Reverend David Hollingsworth’s caring ministry in the early difficult days of Clifford’s 
deteriorating health is fondly remembered with gratitude by his family.

[Michael Bent]

of Corinth “now we see in a dim image then we will see face to face.” Bruce now sees our Lord face to face. Bruce’s deep faith and 
clear straightforward approach to life marked him out and he was such an inspiration to me. He always listened incredibly carefully 
to a sermon and responded with a comment of approval and sometimes a challenge – which was always positively and encouragingly 
offered. I have been inspired by his courage and his so wonderful faith.
Bruce, well done thou good and faithful servant enter in to the joy of the Lord.   [Bill Marsh]

A Tribute to Shirlie Elizabeth Fairey
If you would like to see a fitting memorial to Shirlie Fairey then you need look no 
further than the splendid Hospice Taranaki in our midst.  It is largely due to Shirlie’s 
efforts that we have that wonderful facility in our community to-day.   Years ago her 
nursing skills were noted by two doctors associated with St. Mary’s – Dr. Peter Allen 
and Dr Nissanga- who asked her to be trained as the first Oncology nurse in New 
Plymouth. So began Shirlie’s pioneering ministry of caring for those suffering from 
cancer, in an age when it was referred to as “The Big C”.  With her husband John she 
worked long and hard to gain a better deal with those who suffered.
Out of a busy and fully committed life she brought up her three sons and worked hard 
to establish the Hospice after working closely with the medical practioners, both in the 
hospital and in private practice as well as the staff of the hospital’s Radiology Unit, 
the Rehabilition and Assessment Unit, the Cancer Society Society and Cancer Support 
groups.  Her sterling work was acknowledged by her being awarded a New Plymouth 
City Citizen’s Award (1985), the New Zealand Commemoration Medal (1990) and 
the Queen’s Service Medal (1992).  She and John were among the first Patrons of the 

Taranaki Hospice Foundation and were appointed Honorary Life members of Taranaki Hospice Inc. Shirlie, retired in1993.  She 
and John were faithful members of St. Mary’s congregation over the years, where John continues as a worshipper. [Michael Bent]
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Great 
Cathedral 
Community 

Gala 2011

This major fund-raising event went with a 
swing from the moment all of our helpers 
arrived on Saturday, and was a wonderful 
culmination to the months of planning, 
preparation and input from huge numbers 
of our Cathedral congregation and many 
other interested people in the community.

We are always deeply touched at the love, 
thoughtfulness and absolute generosity of 
our parishioners who contributed to this 
event in a myriad of ways, each as they 
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were able: with prayers; sugar; baking; 
sewing bunting; cooking pots of hot 
food; planning details to ensure smooth 
running; delivering fliers; gathering 
household items for our gala; making 
marmalade & chutneys; offering help 
to set up the hall & to clean up after; 
working on the stalls; making sure all 
information went into the pew-sheets & 
advertising in the newspapers on time; 
collecting goods from those who had no 
car & then delivering goods after they 
had been bought; answering queries 
in the office & at the Welcome desk; 
cleaning up the barbecue ready to use; 
hauling up furniture from under the stage; 
stringing up the bunting & blowing up 
the balloons to look festive & putting out 
signs – then taking all of these down at 
the end of the day; setting up the gazebo 
& decorating it (so glad we had it there 
for when the rain came down!); painting 
our exciting big Gala sign; organising the 
money floats for the stalls; sorting and 
sorting, then pricing and pricing all of the 
goods; starting seedlings and propagating 
plants; planning the super raffles; feeding 
the workers with delicious homemade 
scones; manning the doors & directing 
traffic; selling cuppas and slices to our 
hungry shoppers; sending us love & 
prayers from Auckland; cleaning up 
after…. The list is endless, and is just an 
indication of the many tasks that go into 
such an event.

All these gifts of care and love are a sure 
indication that our church community is 
functioning strongly as one body, with 
all of the parts working together for a 
common goal. On Saturday our hearts 
were full of pride and joy to see this 
manifested in such a splendid way, and we 
thank you all sincerely for contributing to 
our wonderful Gala 2011.

The only things we could not completely 
organise were the weather which after a 
few sunny NP days started grey, rained 
hard, and by the time we had almost 
finished became sunny again, AND the 
numbers of people who chose to come 
to our event that day. We all know 
that springtime is always weather-
variable, and in town there were 
many different activities planned 
for this weekend leading up to the 
Welsh-Namibian RWC game on 
Monday.

With love, Pat & Eirene
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World of Wearable Art Awards
Anne Aitchison fashioned 1000 
feathers from bits of blankets – and 
then had to start all over again when 
the vital components of her ‘wearable 
art’ didn’t fit.
But the setback wasn’t fatal.  She went 
on to win a top prize in New Zealand’s 
World of Wearable Art Awards 
(WOW), held in Wellington in August 
this year.
Her dress, cloak and headpiece, 
fashioned from half a dozen old 
woollen blankets, earnt her second 
place in the Kiwi Icons section of the 
prestigious awards.
Inspiration for the outfit came through 
an Internet search, which yielded 
pictures and information about saving 
the NZ bird, the kakapo.  Around the 
same time she spotted blankets at the 
local hospice store.  The two things 
combined to produce a checked, 
wearable creation that recognised our 
endangered birds, our Maori culture 
and the fact that old is often as good 
as new.  

Her creative juices got 
flowing in February, as the 
entry was due by May.  It 
was a challenging process 
and she’s unsure how 
many hours it involved.  
Mistakes were made, not 
least the feather fiasco.  
“I cut 1000 out and I 
made a mistake and had 
to ditch the whole lot and 
start again.”
This was the fifth time 
Anne, a St Mary’s 
parishioner and local 
teacher, had entered 
WOW so she was thrilled 
to be among the winners.
In her years of attempting 
to hit the big time she’s 
learnt many things.  

“You have to have a good idea but it needs to be 
well constructed,” she says, pointing out that 
this year garments were worn at least 12 times to 
accommodate all the performances.
Attending the show – as she did – was uplifting.  
Opera mixed with spectacular stage effects and 
Anne’s two daughters Lucy and Isabel were among 
the models. “To be amongst all those amazing artists 
and be part of such a show – it was just wonderful,” 
she recalls.
Now it’s back to the local scene where Anne is 
involved in Taranaki’s fashion art awards, being 
held on October 15.  She helps backstage, fixing 
last-minute wardrobe malfunctions – an entirely 
appropriate role for the daughter of a former 
operatic society wardrobe mistreses.  As a teacher at 
St Joseph’s in Waitara she also encourages students 
to get involved, and puts together her own entry.
“These will be the people who will be building our 
creative future,” she says of her reason for helping 
out.
And next year’s WOW entry?  “I already know what 
I’m going to do.”

“I cut 1000 out and I 
made a mistake and had 
to ditch the whole lot 

and start again.”

Anne attends the 10am service.  
Her parents Dorothy and Michael Parkes, now 

diseased had a long connection with St Mary’s.



EXERCISE YOUR WILL POWER - REMEMBER ST MARY’S IN YOUR WILL 13

t A r A N A K I  c A t H e D r A L  N e W S

Kaumatua chair does twilight OE
For some people retirement equals an 
easing up of ‘work.’  For Wi Matuku, a St 
Mary’s parishioner, retirement has involved 
travel, teaching overseas and leadership of a 
kaumatua group
Wi has this year become chairman of 
Kaumatua Kaunihera o Puke Ariki, the 
group of elders tasked with providing 
oversight of Maori taonga or artefacts at our 
city museum.
It’s a position he’s happy to take on since 
the death of former chairman Lindsay 
MacLeod, who died in February this year.
Wi, who is of Ngati Tama, Ngati Mutunga 
and Te Atiawa descent, says the group was 
established in 2004 as a link between Puke 
Ariki and local tribes.  It also helps ensure 
staff follow the correct tikanga or protocol 
on and offsite.  That means for example if 
they go to a marae they can receive help 
from kaunihera members
Wi, who grew up in Waitara, is a teacher 
who spent some time as deputy principal 
of West End School before moving to the 
Ministry of Education, where he had a 

major input into Maori education including 
oversight of kohanga reo and  kura kaupapa 
in central North Island.
In his early sixties Wi and wife Val 
travelled to China to teach English as a 
Second Language.  Their overseas stint was 
organised through a Witt (Western Institute 
of Technology at Taranaki) scheme.  He 
taught for one year in Maanshan, a city of 
about one million, near Nanjing, once the 
capital of China. Val worked in Tianjin, an 
old trading port near Beijing.
At Wi’s school his students were in their late 
teens and he was one of only two foreign 
teachers at the 1200-pupil school.
Respect for adults in uniforms was striking, 
as was the respect accorded teachers.
“I was amazed to find that right throughout 
the country they have a day for respecting 
and recognising teachers.  The kids bring 
flowers and presents, not only that the 
school governors gave all the teachers a 
cellphone and $1000 renminbi [$200NZ].”
The couple returned to Taranaki before 
embarking on another overseas jaunt 

– this time to Southern Europe and the 
Mediterranean.
They considered living in Greece because 
they loved the country so much but 
eventually returned home and settled their 
itchy feet.  These days they are ensconced 
back in Taranaki where Val writes 
curriculum material for the tertiary sector.  
Wi attends the 8am service at the cathedral.

A Short Note on 7pm Service

“You know it was because 
that door was open and 
I could hear the music 

that I came in that Sunday 
evening.”

A brief sentence during our time of 
Testimony which is part of the Less Formal 
Service on a Sunday evening. This hour of 
WORSHIP has become very special and a 
lifeline to some who work on Sunday and 
are therefore not able to attend the regular 
8.00am, 10.00am or 5.00pm services. We 
enjoy a variety of speakers, and using both 
C.D.’s and live music we worship our Lord 
in a less formal but none the less special 
way as part of our time together.

We are able to roster lots of different folk 
for the various duties, not least of which is 
the social thirty minutes of coffee, tea and 
home baking before we return home. We 
see this time as a very special faith building 
outreach of our church family.

David Pearce
Convenor

P.s.

We would welcome with open arms 
anyone with musical gifts whether it be 
guitar, keyboard, piano, flute or accordian. 
In fact, anyone whom our Lord has gifted 
with these or other musical treasures.

Wi Matuku
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Two German students living in Stratford 
found spiritual nourishment at the 
Cathedral.  They have since returned 
home.  Before she left, Laura talked 
about her experiences in Taranaki.

German student Laura Griesshaber 
found a second home in the house of St 
Mary’s parishioner Lesley Sutherland.  
And where Lesley went on a Sunday 
night so Laura followed.
Laura, who hails from a town near 
Stuttgart called Korb, used to attend the 
7pm Less Formal Service with Lesley 
and fellow German Juliane Weber.

 St Mary’s fills the gaps for German pair
Laura and Juliane were Gap students, 
living at St Mary’s School in Stratford 
and spending a year out from university 
study to see another part of the world.
They’d applied to come to the Southern 
Hemisphere.  For Laura (20) it was a 
toss up between Australia and New 
Zealand.  She had always fancied Oz 
but at the last minute swapped choices.  
“I think probably because it was smaller 
and Australia was maybe just too big.”
At St Mary’s school the pair carried out 
jobs ranging from helping in the office 
to supervising evening homework and 
offering extra tutorials. 
After 10 months in Stratford it’s her 
second home.  “The school, because it 
is that tiny, it’s like a big family and you 
are always there together for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner.”
Lesley, who works as a weekend matron 
at St Mary’s, befriended the German 
women and often had them to stay for 
weekends at her house.  She became 
something of a Kiwi Mum to them.
Back home in Korb, Laura had been a 
churchgoer.  Lesley introduced her to 

the 7pm service at St Mary’s and she 
liked the songs, the informality of the 
service and fellowship.
“I was looking for that.  It was good for 
a start to the week to go to church.  [It 
was good] to realise that Jesus was with 
me in the new week, that I’m not by my 
own, far away.”
Travelling to NZ was Laura’s first time 
overseas. “It was very scary when I 
arrived in Auckland and we had an 
orientation and I didn’t feel good.  The 
only thing I wanted to do was go home 
but then I came to the school and it was 
much better.”
During her Kiwi stint she travelled 
round the country and spent three weeks 
in Australia.  Her memories of Taranaki 
will be strong:  “I will remember the 
mountain because we were here for a 
year and we were not sick of it.  Always, 
when we walked from the school to the 
hostel, we had a look ‘can we see him, 
oh yes.’”
Laura resumed her studies in September, 
working towards a double degree in 
religious studies and social work.

Laura Griesshaber (20)

Stop In stalwart is 99 and going strong
Biddy Carroll remembers teaching 
Sunday School in the Peace Hall.  Her 
young charges would mischievously tie 
up her long plaits behind her back while 
she, oblivious to the activity, read them 
stories.
Now, more than 80 years on, she’s 
working in second hand clothes store 
Stop In, next door to where Sunday 
School was once held.
Biddy at age 99 is the oldest Stop In 
volunteer and one of its longest-running 
helpers.
“It was some years ago,” she says of her 
beginnings in the store.  Vicar David 
King and wife Molly began a coffee shop 
and then it was turned into a permanent 
store.
At the time Biddy, who lived alone until 
recently, would help once a week.  Now 
she comes in once a fortnight, transported 
by Anne Street from her Tainui resthome 
apartment.
“I’m still healthy enough to see the clothes 
and talk to people.  And thank goodness I 
can still add up.  It’s something to do and 
they’re happy to have a bit of help.”
A former nurse and daughter of a 
Taranaki Daily News journalist, Biddy 

retains a great sense of humour and a 
trim figure, and cheerfully tells detailed 
stories of her life.
She turns 100 next May but isn’t too 
fussed if she doesn’t make it.  “You have 
done all the things you want to do,” 
she says of her life that has included 
surviving the Napier earthquake and 
dodging bombs in war-torn England 
during WWII.
She left New Plymouth to “see the 
world” after completing nursing 

training at Barrett St Hospital.  “I went 
away thinking I would be away for six 
months and it was 42 years later when 
I returned,” she exclaims.  Along the 
way she met an Englishman; he spent 
three years in a German Prisoner of 
War camp; they lived in Australia, 
retired to Omokoroa near Tauranga and 
eventually headed back to Taranaki to 
be closer to children and grandchildren.   

She continues to have an interest in the 
cathedral and attends church services 
at Tainui.  “One Sunday I’m a Baptist, 
the next one I’m a Presbyterian…. I go 
all the way around [the denominations].  
We are all supposed to be walking 
the same direction so it doesn’t really 
matter, does it?”

Long-serving helper biddy carroll 
turns 100 in May

“...We are all supposed 
to be walking the same 
direction so it doesn’t 
really matter, does it?”
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Sleepovers and Spring Planting
My goodness how time flies. I am writing about last term’s holiday 
programme and I am preparing for the next three weeks. We had a great 
programme last time with a sleepover in Lepperton Church hall and a 
great trip up the mountain among other activities.

I have been doing quite a few talks to outside groups about the Afterschool 
Care programme, and have met some very kind and caring people along 
the way.

Now that the weather is improving and the scaffolding is all down the 
children will be able to start planting their separate vegetable plots for the 
garden competition we are running for the children. All of the children’s 
groups from mainly music to afterschool will have their spot. I am hoping 
that the parents get involved too, and will perhaps garden at home as well. 
We had such a great crop of vegetables last year!

My office day is Thursday morning, please feel free to drop in if I can be of any help.

Katy Bassett
Community Family Worker

How important is 
just one person? 
Missionaries sometimes 
work for years before 
seeing one person 
give his or her life to 
Christ. Jesus used the 
Parables of the Lost 
Sheep and Coin to show 
just how important 
each individual preson 
is to Him.

Kids Corner
Find the code for each letter 
by adding the numbers next to 

it. Then solve the puzzle.
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When St Mary’s was consecrated as a Cathedral 
we were honoured by many special guests. Two of 
the most eminent and most humble, were the Right 
Reverend Datuk (equivalent of our “Sir”) Bolly and 
Datum (Lady) Mary Lapok.  Bishop Bolly is bishop 
of our companion Diocese of Kuching which covers 
Sarawak and Brunei on the island of Borneo. I have 
travelled to this beautiful and evocative part of the 
world several times and now Belinda and I are leading 
a small group of Taranaki Anglicans there in 2012.
Sarawak is a magical place of great physical beauty 
and diverse cultures. The people are generous and 
hospitable to a fault. Guests are treated with such 
grace and offered such friendship that it is difficult to 
leave!
One of the really special aspects of this delegation is 
that we are taking a number of “Youth Ambassadors” 
with us. We are delighted that the young people come 
from throughout Taranaki and one from Taumarunui. 
There is a very busy fund raising programme which 
together with sponsorship we hope will raise the 
$15,000 needed to meet the costs of these young 
people, most of whom have never been able to travel 
beyond New Zealand before.  

Kuching Calling

The next fundraiser will be a Garden Party with craft 
and plant market at Bishop’s House. Please keep a 
lookout for further detail about this.
We hope that this visit to Kuching will deepen our 
understanding and appreciation of this part of the 
world and expose our young people to an intensive 
cross cultural experience. In addition, in this country 
where a significant proportion of the population are 
Muslim, we hope to build understanding and respect 
between faiths. Given the increasing religious and 
cultural diversity in New Zealand such experience 
and appreciation will be invaluable to these young 
people. We also hope that it will help these young 
people, all of whom are involved one way or another 
with our Church, gain an understanding of what 
an extraordinarily diverse family our international 
Anglican Communion is.
If you want to make a lasting impact on the lives of 
these young people why not consider helping with 
sponsorship? 

Bishop Philip

Sarawak is a magical place of great 
physical beauty and diverse cultures. 

The people are generous and hospitable 
to a fault. Guests are treated with 

such grace and offered such friendship 
that it is difficult to leave!
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Find us on Facebook!
Facebook is a social phenomenon and 
the Taranaki Cathedral wants to be part 
of it. Verity Pasione, communications 
officer, explains why we are jumping on the 
bandwagon.

Facebook is now the largest known social media network.   
People set up their own profiles, displaying information, 
comments, videos and photos for other ‘friends’ to see.  
Friends are usually selected so the general public can’t 
check out other people’s Facebook pages unless invited 
to do so.

Over 48% of New Zealanders are regular Facebook 
users and those statistics are growing. We at the Taranaki 
Cathedral have decided to use this tool of communication 
as a public medium. Considering the vast majority of 
users are between the ages of 15-29, this approach is 
targeting mainly the youth. However, we also have in 
mind the tech-savvy 30+ people. 
One of the advantages of Taranaki Cathedral having 
a Page on Facebook is that with each “Like” we are 
more visible to other users, not only in New Zealand 

but internationally. It is a quick and easy way to get 
information on events such as the Cathedral Gala and 
Quiz nights out to the public. The Page will be regularly 
updated with everything from events to photos. The 
Page is currently linked to our website which encourages 
further exploration of the Cathedral. 

The objective of the Taranaki Cathedral as stated in our 
logo is “Being As Christ To The Community.” When 
almost half of the community is connected through this 
social utility, it is an efficient way to minister to those 
we would not normally be able to reach out to. As the 
Page develops, we aim to encourage the community to 
get involved with our events and essentially experience 
a better understanding of what God can do for them. 
We are taking “Being As Christ To The Community” 
to another level, moving forward with today’s society. 
Have a look and tell us what you think - our page can be 
found at www.facebook.com/TaranakiCathedral. 
I ‘Like’ Taranaki Cathedral. Do you?

Verity Pasione
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At the Light and Learning evening on 
Sunday 5th June, Canon Pat Scaife 
spoke on the Anglican Communion 
Covenant - the adoption of which 
is to be debated by Synod later this 
year

The first section of her talk gave 
background to the environment in 
which this Covenant has come to be 
drafted - the global framework of our 
Church. This second, and concluding 
section :

A Covenant Is...
In the Bible, ‘covenant’ refers to a 
solemn agreement or promise to 
bind two parties together, often 
between God and humanity. So a 
covenant is a kind of relationship. 
It is about sharing, based on 
promises and commitment. In 
particular, it is about sharing life, 
love and friendship. We usually 
find this kind of relationship in a 
family.

Covenant and the Anglican Communion
Within the worldwide Christian 
community, we have long been 
members of the family known as 
the Anglican Communion. Our 
Anglican Communion Covenant, 
proposed for adoption, is an 
expression of the faith we have 
received and the faith we share 
through good times and bad within 
that family. It uses words from the 
Bible and our Church tradition. It is 
an expression of our relationship 
as Anglicans: sharing the life, love 
and friendship of Jesus Christ 
around the world.

Why a Covenant now

The Anglican Communion Covenant
Part two

The Lambeth Commission on 
Communion was established in 
October 2003 by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury at the request of the 
Anglican Primates, in response to 
developments in North America 
with respect to same- -sex 
relationships. The 1998 Lambeth 
Conference had asked Provinces 
not to move on the two questions 
of ordination or marriage of those 
in same gender relationships. 
Many North American Provinces 
felt that the issue was important 
in our understanding of church 
membership but was not being 
worked on as proposed at Lambeth 
1998. Some proceeded to ordain 
and permit marriage in their own 
Province. Other provinces then 
set up outposts of their own 
Province in these Provinces. The 
issue of human sexuality brought 
tensions within the Communion 
into particular focus in 2003, but 
other controversial issues such as 
ordaining women and interference 
in the affairs of other Provinces 
have also affected our common life 
in recent years. 

All of these matters were seen 
as likely to bring about schism (a 
split) in the church. The mandate 
of the 2003 commission was to 
consideration how communion 
and understanding could 
be enhanced where serious 
differences threatened the life of 
a diverse worldwide Church. The 
Covenant is intended to express 
clearly the Communion’s Christian 
life, and the process which must be 
undertaken when disputes arise. 
In short, how does the Anglican 
Communion address relationships 
between its component parts in a 
true spirit of communion? 

The Windsor Report 2004

The Commission chaired by 

The Most Revd Robin Eames 
delivered the Windsor Report. It 
recommended the adoption of an 
‘Anglican Covenant’ to rebuild trust 
at this time of great strain on the 
Anglican Communion worldwide. 
For almost five centuries 
Anglicanism has tried to hold 
together diverse elements which, 
in other traditions, have failed to 
remain in unity. The Covenant can 
be seen as part of that process. It 
does not offer a detailed doctrinal 
confession. Nor will it change 
current Anglican structures or to 
amend doctrine.

Covenant Aims
Restate long-established Anglican 
teaching by affirming what the 
provinces of the Communion have 
in common, and, building a basis 
for a future where the Churches 
live together in mutual care and 
affection as one Communion. 
Love, charity and unity form the 
basis of the Covenant (John 13:34- 
-35 17:21). 

Process since the Windsor Report
The Covenant has had three 
reviews. At each stage the text was 
sent to provinces for feedback and 
comment. The Primates’ Meeting, 
the Lambeth Conference, and 
the Anglican Consultative Council 
all considered it. Commentary 
by the bishops at Lambeth 2008 
was important in the redrafting 
process. In December 2009 
the final text of the Anglican 
Communion Covenant was agreed 
by the Standing Committee of 
the Anglican Communion. The 
Secretary General of the Anglican 
Communion has sent the Covenant 
to the Churches of the Communion 
to be considered for adoption 
through their particular formal 
processes. We vote on acceptance 
at our Synod this October.

The next Stage
If agreement concerning a 
particular dispute is not reached, 
the matter is referred to the 
Standing Committee which may 
request a Church to defer a 
controversial action.

If that request is ignored, the 
Standing Committee may 
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recommend to any Instrument 
of Communion (for example, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury or the 
Primates’ Meeting) the relational 
consequences of that action.

What happens now

It is important to stress that 
there are already ‘relational 
consequences’ of certain decisions 
made by particular provinces of 
the Anglican Communion. Those 

The covenant may be read in full (it is a fairly brief document) on the internet : 
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/commission/covenant/final/text.cfm 
Alternatively, the Cathedral admin team will be pleased to print you a copy to peruse.

consequences are frequently 
chaotic in nature. The Covenant 
provides a description of the 
form of life by which the Church 
has historically expressed its 
mission and a flexible structure for 
collectively recognising and facing 
shared tensions and difficulties.

In closing
The last bit of the Covenant text is 
the one that has perhaps been the 
most controversial, because that’s 
where we spell out what happens 
if relationships fail or break down. 
It doesn’t set out a procedure for 
punishments and sanctions. It does 
try and sort out how we will discern 
the nature of our disagreement, ie 
how important is it?

How divisive does it have to be? Is it 
a Communion breaking issue that’s 
in question – or is it something we 
can learn to live with? 

And so in these sections of the 
Covenant what we’re trying to do is 
simply to give a practical, sensible 
and Christian way of dealing with 
our conflicts, recognising that 
they’re always going to be there. 
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WHO tO AND HOW tO cONNect

taranaki cathedral
church of St Mary
37 Vivian Street
New Plymouth
Phone (06) 758 3111
admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz
www.taranakicathedral.co.nz

clergy
The Bishop of Taranaki:
The Right Revd Philip Richardson

Dean:
The Very Revd Jamie Allen
027 5577257
deanspa@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Assistant to Dean:
Anne Knox
atd@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Priests:
The Revd Canon Bill Marsh
027 3064 567
The Revd David Pearce
(06) 758 3303
The Revd Bruno Egli
027 645 5899
Vocational Deacons
The Revd Annie Baigent
The Revd Graeme Clark
The Revd Gloria Williams
(06) 753 4050
(Lectio Devina, Food 4 Thought,
Pastoral Support)

Pastoral Ministeries
Pastoral Visiting, Men’s Breakfast:
The Revd Canon Bill Marsh
Alpha, Bible Study:
The Reverend David Pearce
Mother’s Union:
Pamela Ferry
Association of Anglican Women 
Pat Green

children and
Family Ministry
Katy Bassett
021 137 8070
OSCAR Afterschool
and Holiday programmes
Playgroup, Mainly Music
Suzy Allen
suzy@taranakicathedral.org.nz
Sunday School Coordinator

Music
Interim Director of Music
Judith Lamb
Adult Choir Practice:
Wednesdays 7.00pm
Youth Choir Practice:
Tuesdays 5pm

cathedral Wardens
Dean’s Warden:
Ross Smith
People’s Warden:
Lesley Lowe

Sacristans
Revd Gloria Williams
Pam Holdt

Licenced Lay Ministers
Suzy Allen 
Katy Bassett
Ailsa Claridge
Rosemary Ellis
Jude Hansen
Pamela Holdt
Heather Lofthouse
Margaret Lovell
Barbara Robbertsen
Ros Robertshawe
Ian Snell
Nigel Wells

Administration
Cathedral Administrator
/Facilities Hire:
Michelle Warren
admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz

PA to the Dean:
Carolyn Manuel
deanspa@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Communications Officer:
Verity Pasione
info@taranakicathedral.org.nz

Diary of Services
every Sunday services are held at 8am, 10am, 5pm and 7pm
Sunday 30th October:
10am All Saints Day Family Communion

7pm All Souls Memorial Memorial Service - you are invited to come and light a candle

Tuesday 1st November - 7pm Touched by Suicide memorial service - all very welcome to this peaceful time 
together

Sunday 6th November (Te Whiti’s Day)

10am The Dedication of the Peace Altar Frontal - come and celebrate with us. 
5pm Sacred Space - a quiet, reflective service

Sunday 13th November:
10am Service of Remembrance

Sunday 20th November:

Christ the King Sunday - celebration breakfast between the 8am and 10am services - all welcome!

Wednesday 23rd November:
7.30pm Ecumenical Advent Service

Sunday 27th November:
10am Advent Sunday Family Communion


